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To the Right Worſhipful and 
truly Religions Eſquire , 
Mr.  E- BENL OWES 
of Brent-Hall in Eſſex. 


= 
Wiſheth Internal, External, and 
Eternal Happaneſs, 


T' was well anſwered by him, who being” 
| asbea, What this life was, ſaid this, 
It is nothing elſe but the Meditation - 

of Death. Tf a man ſhould as me, What” 
time 15, I —_ might fitly - anſwer thus, 
It is nothing elſe but the Meditation of 
Eternity. Our Life zs but a Poſting unto. 
Death, ana our Time a ſhort days fail un-. 
to Erernity. In this Time of life we are 
as Pilgrims and Strangers, travelling to- 
wards our Celeſtial Country. We are as 
Sulors, bound for the Haven of Eternity, 
But we muſt run through many troubles be- 
fore we can come to 0ur journeys end : We 
mult ſail through: falt and bitter waters. 
and paſs through the Gulf of Death, before 
we can come to Land.There zs a Land which 
is called, The Land of the Living ; - and 
there zs a Land which is called, The. Land. 
AZ3 of. 


The Epiltle. 


of Horror and Deſpair There is 4 two- 


fold Eternity ; either of the Blefled, or of 


the Curſed : There is a twofold Life after 
Death ; either in Eternal joys. or Eternal 
puniſhments. JU is good therefore in this 
ſhort life, to think npon that Life which 
never ſhall haveend; It is good whileſt we 
are on the way to think upon our Journeys 
end : It is good in Time, whileſt we are 
ſailing, to have an ee ſtill upon our Com- 


paſs, and think upon Eternity. To think 


pou Eternity, is a Soveraign Preſervaiive 


to keep us from falling into Sin + To think 


upon Eternal joys, ſweetens the (alt and bit- 
ter waters of Sorrows and Afﬀidtions : To 
think upon Eternal Puniſhments, makes us 
not to ſet our hearts upon Temporal De- 
lights and Pleaſures. Heaven 3s here on 
Earth in part enjoyed, whileſ# we raiſe «þ 
04r thoughts to meditate ypon it : And Hell 
' may foy ever be eſcaped, if by ſerious and fre- 
quent thoughts thereof, here in this life, wt 
deſcend into it. Such thoughts as theſe 


moved Drexelius to write theſe CONSTDE> * 


RATIONS, and me alſo to tranſlate them. 
He wrote upon a General ſubjet; and e- 
very man may chall:nge a part in it. What 


he wrote, he intended for a publich benefit 3 


and ſo did T in the Tranſlation of it. T hope 
He and H's ſna'l find never the worſe enter» 
:atnment, becauſe He is a Stranger, and 
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; Dedicatowy. 


come from beyond Seas, It is the bonour of our 
Nation to be hind and courteous unto Stran- 
gers. He was commended unto me by a Ti4- 


 weller, a moſt religious and learned Gentle- 


man. (Be not angry with ms, Mr. Benlowes, 
if I ſay, He was as like you as can be in every 
reſpef4 3 for indeed be was) bred and brought 
4) in the Romiſh Religion, and ſent beyond 
Seas to be confirmed in it, but yet brought 
bome again by divine providence and reſtored 
to bis Mother the Church of England, for 
the Converſion, I hope, of many, ſingled out 
q all bis kindred to be a moſt Zealous Prote- 

ant 5 born to good Fortunes, and yet not 
given to Pleaſures, wedded ts his Books and 
Devotions, ſpending what ſome call idle 
tome in the FT poornod for the edifying bim- 
ſelf or others 5 . counting nothing good which 
he poſſeſſeth, but only that which he doth good 
withal ;, taking more cave to lay out his money 
for the good of others, than others in laying up 
money for themſelves. To conclude, A Gtn- 
leman of whom I may moſt truly ſay, That 


 hisConverſation is in heaven,hzs Diſcourſe 


01 things above, and his thoughts upon E- 
ternity. Upon ſuch a mans commendation as - 
this, I could not but take a liking to the party 
commended, and the more I grew acquainted 
with him, T liked him. It is the counſel of 
Horace, . 


FR 


The Epiſtle. F 


Tu-quem commendes ctiam atque etiam. 
aſpice ; ne moXk 
TIucuriant aliena tihi commiſſa pudo- 
rem. 

Believe me, Mr. Benlowes., I bave had ſuch 
experience of this party, whom here I com- 
mend unto you, that I dare confidently ſay, 
If you entertain him into your - ſervice, . you 
{hall zever repent you of it. Philip of Mace- 
don appointed one every morning ts ſalute 
him with a Memento of Mortality : Drex- 
Elius his office ſhall be. if you pleaſe, To be 
your Remembrancer , and every Morning, 
Noon, and Evening, to round you in the 
ear with a Memento of Eternity. But 1 
know, that is ſo often in your thoughts, that 
you need not any to put you in Remembrance 
of it. Neither yet do IT intend here, though 
T have a fair occaſion, to run over the Cata- 
logue of your Chriſtian Vertues, ſpecially 
that part of Chriſtian twins, your Piety and 
Temperance with your Charity and Boun- 
ty. For the firll, they that daily converſe 
with you, cannot but ſee how you converſe 
with them, The other pair go along with you 
whereſorver you go, : and trough you deſire to 
hide them, cannot be concealed 5 in ſpecial, 
many poor Schotars, godly and devout Mi- 
niſters 7» the Univerſity ard abroad, of je- 
veral Colledges, have had a feeling then- 
felves of them, and cannot but make them 

 conſpt- 


Dedicatory. 


conſpicuous, nay palpable to others. Theſe 
ſhall praiſe you in your abſence : for my part, # 
as not love to praiſe a man to his face. But 
if the living hold their peace, the dead ſhall 
"riſe up and praiſe you, I man thoſe many 
and excellent Books, together with other 
rare monuments purchaſed at a great price, 
which without any ſolicitation at all, out of 
meer affettion you bore to Saint Johns Col- 
ledge in Cambridge, where you were ſome- 
times a Student, you have beſtowed on: their 
Library : Their Library, but the moft mag- 
nificent work, and Eternal Monument of 
the Mecoenas of /our age, John Lord m 
of Lincoln, and true lower of Learning ana, 
Patron of Scholars. And now it appears » 
My. Benlowes, that you have leſs need of 
Drexelius hs ſervice than before. But how- 
ſorver, I pray you, entertain him : Let him 
bave but the honour to wear your Cogni- 
lance, and both He and I will put it pon 
the le of Thankful Remembrance , and 
regiſter it for a ſingular aft of your Bene- 
ficence. Pardon my boldneſs in this: and 
command me in what liberal ſervice you 
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Ralph Winterton.. 


From Kings Coll. | 
June I. 1632+ 


The 


TheEpiſtle to the: 


KE FADER. 


bi any man, more curious in cenſuring 
| what 1s done for a common good ra» 
ther than ſtudious himſelf to promote jt, 
ſhould queſtion me for medlingin another 
mans profeſſion, I might anſwer him in his 
own kind by way of queſtion,as Mezedem:4s 
mn Terence anſwered Chrezzes finding fault 
with him, Tautumne avs re tua eff otit tit, 
Aliena ut cures, eaque nibul que ad te atti- 
nent ?. Haſt thou fo much leiſure as to 
 meddle with that which nothing concerns 
rice ? | 

But to fatisfte thee (Courteous Reader) 
who intendeſt, I know,with the Bee to ga- 
ther Honey out'of ths garden of Eternity, 
and not Poyſon with the Spider z I hold 1t 
fit to acquaint thee with the true occaſ:on 
that moved me to tranſlate this book. No 
Divine I am indeed, neither yet can I be 
If I would never fo fain: I would I: were 
but worthy the name of a Phyſician! But 
howſocver being deſtinated by the ſtatutes 
of my private Co!ledge to the ſtudy of Phy- 
. ficþ, 1n the firſt place I thought good to 
ſpend ſome time in Arithmetich, as being 
a-neceſſary inſtrument and help in my Pro- 


feſſion: 


To the Reader. 


feſion:: Tn which I made ſome progreſs, 


paſſing from Numeration, Addition, Sub- 
{ruftion, Multiplication, Diviſion, Redu- 
fion, tn the Golden Rule, or the Rule of 
Three, The Rule of Falhood, The Ruls of 
Propor tion, and the Rules of Society, and 
the reſt. But the knowledge of this coſt me 
fo dear,that I was forced to leave the ſtudy 
of it : For many nights together 1 was con- 


ſtrained againſt my will to praiſe Nume- 


ration oftner than I would;telling the clock 
and could rake but little reſt, Whereupon 
I reſolved with my ſelf to leave the Arith- 
metich Schooi, and fo I went unto the Phy- 
fich and Myfick Schoo!s, 1mploring at one 
and the ſame time Hippocrates and the 


Muſes, For at that time Iturned the firſt 


book of Hippocrates his Aphoriſms imto 
Grit verſes hoping to procure reſt by Phy- 
fick and the Muſick of Poetical Numbers ; 
by which 1-found ſome reſt indeed ; (And 
therefore ſince,I have well nighfiniſhed at 
ſpare hours the other ſx books ; whichf 


_ God permit, may ere long ſee light.) But 
though I found ſome reſt, yer I did not 


fleep ſo ſoundly as at other times. So I 
lefe the Temple of Hippocrates and the Mu- 
ſts, and betook my ſelf unto the SaxFuary, 
to learn of David divine Arithmetich,which 
conſiſteth in the due numbring of t%e days 
of this ſhort life, by comparing them _ 

rhe 


OT VI 
* — 
. 


<< SS. $4 


» OP: OT USO es 
x 


I found 1t true by experience: ) 


To the Reader. 


| the years of Eternity : And (ol fell upon 


tranſlating this book of Eternity. And 


this I found by daily experience to be the 


beſt Zypnoticon that ever I uſed; for it 
brought me to reſt better thon if T had ta- 
ken Diacoaton. Thus I found the old fſay- 
ing true, Where Philoſophy ends, there Phy- 
freb begins ; and where Phyſick enas, there 
Divinity begins ; which I interpret gr os 

en 
Philoſophy by accident had done me barn, 


and Phyſich could do mt little good, I found 
perfeft help in Divinity. And having found 
ſo much good by this book my ſelf,T could 


not be ſo envious as not impart 1t unto 0- 
thers for a Sovereign Medicine, to procure 
quiet ſleep. Neither isit good for that on- 
Iy(bur far unlike toother medicines,which 
are only good for ſome one diſeaſe, and 
falling into unskilful hands oftentimes do 
more harm than good ) it 1s a- Medicine 
fitting all Ages, Complexions, Conditions, 
Places, Parts, Diſeaſes Spiritual, and Cor- 
poral whatſgever : It is a Medicine Preſer- 
vative, Curative, Reflorative : It 1s an Ar- 
tidote againſt rhe poyſon of fin +: Ir 1s Di- 
amnum to drive out the fiery darts of Sa- 
tan : It 1s Catholicon to purge out all ill hu- 
mours. Tt is better than Exhilarans Galt 
zi, to chear the Heart oppreſſed with Me 


lancholly : Te is an Acopon for all wearineh, 
an 


. To the Reader. 


an Avoaynon for all pains, a Panchrefof 
profirable for all things, or Al-good. Ir 
15 Panacea, Hearts-eaſe, All-heal, It 1s a 

rich Treaſury for Enghſh-men. A Fore- 

houſe for the diſeaſed, and, The ready way 

to long life, even to bleed Eternity. Let 

no man now challenge me for uſurping 

another mans Office, or creipaſling upon 

Dij-1inzs, TI cannot fee out Ditines and 

Phyſicians may well agree together : Both 

| I are buſied about curing of Diſeaſes either 

\ WH Spiritual or Corporal : And here 1s a Medi- 

8 £12: for both. Take it and uſe it, Chri- 

 & ſtian Reader 3 and thou ſha!r find by thine 

, i own experiencethat it hath all the virtues 

_ & above-mentioned. 

So I commend thee to the Phyſician 

1 I both of Body and S941, and heartily deſire 

) 


W Teoyeyal and Eternal Realth and Wel- 
re.! | 


Raiph Wintertor. 
From Kings Coll, 
June 1. 1632. 


A Cpon 


For' this Book of Eternity. 


T* reach Eternity our chonchns firſt 
climbe. 
On the ſucceſſive ſteps and ſtairs of T/m?, 
And. what 1s Time? It1s by Ports call'd, 
And by moſt Painters repreſented bald : 
Burt Poets and tlie Painters are too bold, 
For Tim? was never vet a Minute old : 
Nor yet, God Saturn-like, doth it devour 
The i'ſue which it breeds : For every hour 
Were then a Murderer. But while we ſtrain, 
And all created Natures for to gain 
T i332 to their Inch of Being | ; in the ſtrife 
They quite burn out tie Taper of their life, 
But what's Eternity ? Good Reader look, 
Not on my Verſes, but upon this Book : 
Which I do wiſh(and yet no harm )may be 
To all frelafiing Stationer, but to thee. 


— \f '4 
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Upon this Book of Eternity. 


Ook on the Glaſs of Mans Afortality; 
, Behold the Mirror of Eternity. 
This Book 1s both ; Herein behold thy face 3 
It waxeth old 3 thy G!aſs doch run apace. 
It is appointed all men once to dye. 3 
And after Death ſucceeds Eternity. 
This Lije's no Life, which Time doth com- 


preherd, 

But that's true Lifeindeed,which knows no 
end : 

2 This Book will teach thee fo to {ive and die, 


That-thou may'lt live unto Eternity, 
;  ' Thomas Gonge. 


oo —_——————— 
Upon this Book of Eternity. 


J His Brok's a Nantich Chard ; which 
kept 1n Eye, | 

Doth point at th*' Zaverof bleſt Eternity. 

( O blefled Zraven! ] Art which if thou 
wouldft Land. 


Let not this Chard depart out of thire 
hand, | 
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THE FIRST 
CONSIDERATION 


What Eternity is ? 


Imonides bens asked by Czcera 
& Hiero King of Sicily, What lib. 1, 
x_/God was, defired one day de Nat. 
ro conſider upon it : and after Deor. 
one day paſt, having not yet 
found 1t out, deſired yet two days more to 
conſider furcher upon it ; and after two 
days, he deſired three : and to conclude 
at length he had no anſwer to return unto 
the King but this, that the more he 
thought upon it, the more ſtill he might; 
for the further he buſied himſelf in the 
ſearch thereof, the further he was from 


B 2 finding 


3 The Jir{t Corhideration 


finding it. The thing that we are here now 
to confider upon is Etzynity : and the firſt 
queſtion that offers it ſe!f unto our con- 

fideration is, What Eternity-zs ? 
Liv. 6. Boetins faith, that it 1s alroge- 
de Conſ. ther and at once, the intire and 

perfect poilettion of a life that 
never {hall have an end. And let no man 
take It 1], 1f we ſay that jt cannot be 
known, and that the more we ſearch into 


U 


it, the more we loſe our {elves in the. 


ſearch of it. or how can that be defin- 
ed which hath no bounas or limits ? If a- 
ny man urge us further and deſire us to 
fhadow 1t out, art leaſt by ſome, though 
obſcure, deſcription: our an{wer 1s, That 
it my cafter e done by declaring what 
it 1s not, rather than what itis 5; fo 
doth Plato concerning God : 

Ta Ti- What God 7s, ſaith he, that 1 
' 71.20. know not ? What he is not, that 1 
hnow, So Auz"ine Biſhop of 

Hippo, 1 his fixty fourth Sermon upon 
the words ofour Lord.octcriberh the true 
beatitude which is in Hezven, by remo- 
ving from it the very thought of all evil. 
We may ove eajzly find, faith he, what Us 
mt there, than what is, In heaven there 3s 
neither grief, nar jorrow, nor penury, nor 
arfett, nor diſeaſe, nor death, nor any (ih 
So may we fay concerning Eternity. Lg 
: Wwilat- 


mPU Cternit F; 2 
v:hatſoever in this life ve cither ſec with 
our eves.or let in by our outward = 
nes. that is not Ercrnal, Fir 2 Cor. 
the things that are fern, laith 4. 18s. 
Sr, Pur, are tempora: . but the 
things which are not {een are Eternal, Hence 
every man mary fay., this my joy, theſe 
my pleaſures and dei:ghts, this treaſure, 
tis hovour, this ſtately building, this life 
of nine, all is Tan/tory, nothing Eter- 
2. A man can point at nothing which 
Nall not periſh and have an end. Indeed 
the iptoram multitude uſe to ſpeak aftcr 
this manner. This ſtructure 15 for Eter- 
zity, this monument 1s everlaſting. And 
the impatient man 15 wont to complain 
that his pains are without end, Bur theſe 
Eternities are very ſhort, and a man may 
ealily in words comprehend them : Say 
what thou canſt of the true Eternity, thou 
muſt needs come far ſhort of it. 

So faith Augufine Thou ſayet of In Pſal. 
Eternity whatſoever thou wilt: 6g, 

Bit therefore thou ſayeſt whatjo- 

ever thou wilt, becauſe thou canſt not ſay. all, 
fay what thou wilt : But therifcrc thou 
muſt needs ſay ſumething , that fiill thou 
mayeſt bave ſomething to think which thou 
cant not ſay. Triſmegiftus faith. X 
That the Sor! is the Horizon of In Af 
Time and Etiyrity ; For, inthat clip. 


B-3 It 


4 The firſt Conſideration 


't 15 1mmortal, 1t is partaker of Eternity ; 
and 1n that 3t 1s infuted by God into the 
2ody, 3f is partaker of Tie But before 
we proceed any further, for orders ſake 
'cr 45 fee what men of former times, Ry- 
v.ns. Crarias, Epyitizys, and others 
rave thought of Eternity. For: they ac- 
knowlelcd it for certain, and repreſented 
JT 437EFS WAS, 


Wit men of formey tines have thought of 
Etraity 3 and how they have repre(en- 
ted its 
Irſt of all, they have repreſented 

Eternity by a Ring, or a Circle,which 

ach neither beginning nor ending, which 
13 propcr only fo Gods Etcynity ; ſeeing 
ticrefore that God 1s Etcynal.and His dura» 
tion is properly called Eternity, the Egyp- 
tizns uſed to fignifie God by a Circle. And 
the Per{/ans thought they honoured God 
mofk. - when going up to the top of the 
higheſt Tower, they called him the Circl! 
of heaven. And it was a cuſtom among 
the Tirhs ( as Pitri:s teacherh at arge / 
to cry out every morning from an hig 


Tower, Ged always was, and alvyays will 


be; and then to ſalite their HO 
; | The 
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Wl VThe Szravens alſo uſed to call God a Cir- 
cle, Mercurins Triſmegiſlus, whom I na- 
| med before, the moſt memorable amongſt 
Philoſophers, ( who wrote more Books 
than any mortal man befide, 1f we may 
believe Selencus, and Menecers ) ſaid thar 
God was an intelle&tual Sphere, whoſe 
Centre is every where, and Circumference 
| WW ro where : becauſe Gods Majeſty and im- 
menſity are terminated no where. For 
this cauſe rhe Ancients built unto their 
gods Temples for figure round. So Num 
Pompilius, 1s ſaid to have conſecrated to 
f Veſta a round Table at Rome. So Auguſtus 
Ceſar, 1n the name of Agrippa, dedicated . 
to all the gods a round Temple, and called 
it Pantheon. Hereupon Pytbagoras, to 
4 BU ſhew Gods Eternity, taught his Scholars to 
worſhip him, turning their bodies round 
n BF zhour. And there was a ſtatute made by 


5 Numa, {as Brifontus witneeth ) thar 
IM they which were about to worſhip God, 
. 

# ſhould turn themſclves round. Therefore 
| 


God js according to the Antients, a Circle, 

d but a Circle without a Periphery or Circume - 
IC ference, whoſe Centre 1s every where z be- 

clt cauſe God is the beginning and end of all 
's Wl things, Whereupon ob moſt Fob © 36 
/ juſtly cries out, Beho'd, God is. 2 I” 
4 great, and we hnow h1*: not, net- 

ul ther can tle number of his years be ſearched oat. 
B 4 Againz 
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Again, they have repreſented Eternith 
by a Sphere and a Globe. Therefore Fay- 
tina the Empreſs had money ſtampr after 
this figure and ſuperſcription 3 There was 
a Glob? on which the Emprefs fate ſtretch- 
inp forth. one hand, and holding in the 
nther a Srepter with this Inſcriprion 
ETEPRNTTY.: Hence 1t was. that 
many of Re Antients thought the World 
to he Etinril, becanſe it was Round , 
wonom Saint Bz{ anfriers very fitly, Let 
the world & a Circie , bat the beginning of 
the Circle 5 tne Centre, | 

inthe third place they have repreſented 
Etervity ty a Sat; by which 1s fignified - 
Etrynal Rift, The MNaſamones, a certain 
novice of Africa, for the moſt part did 
not oy breath out their laſt fitting upon 
2 Seat. but alſo defired to be buried after 
chart pol:tion, as having then attained to 
Eternity, and a long celiation from all 
their labours : As 1n many places at this 
day Rings and Emperors are found fitting 
in Vaulrs under carth, in filence and 
monrnful Majeſty. And it was uſual with 
the Romans to ſupport with ſuch like the 
molten ſtatues of their deceaſed Emperors, 
as havino then the fruition of Eternity, 
Some there are that thus reaſon with 
themſelves oftentimes. Behold, I have 
been a long time held and oppreſſed with 

cares 
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cares and labours : But now why do I 
rx I not rake ſome reſpite ? why do I not make 
1 © ſome pauſe? why do I not reſt from my 
1. WJ labours ? I have laDoured long enough : 
1e I {<t others labour as much as I have done; 
for my part Ile reſt now, and take mine 
1t | caſe. So they ſer up their ſeats, and pro- 
1 I miſe unto themſelves days of reft : but 
; Þf (alas!) they are of no long continuance. 
+ | They fct up their ſeats, and embrace 
of their eaſe 3 but neither in due time nor 
place. Oh! how truly and devoutly doth 
d 8 chat golden Book, Of the Imitation of 
4. Chriſt, gives us a pull by theear, 
n NN in theſe words, Diſpoſe and order Kemps, 
qd | -! things according to thine own lib. 1. 
n i wil, and the luſt of thine own Cc. 12. 
r Wl #15, and yet thou ſhalt never find, 
o 8 't thou ſhalt always ſuffer ene thing, or 
11 I ether, either willingly or by conſtraint, and 
i« W fo thou (halt always find a Croſs. The whole 
p fe of Chriſt was a Croſs, and Martyr- 
dom ; and doſt thou feek reſt and plea- 
ſure? Therefore we muſt ſet up our feat 
in heaven, and not here,for here amongſt 


e 
:, M ſo many troubles it can never ſtand quiet 3 
/. & 4nd though a!! other things ſhould ſpare, 
h MW yet death at length will overturn. There 
e | 15 no true reſt to be hoped for, but rhar 
1 MW which is Zternal. Bur if there be any reſt 
s MW 1inthis life, this 1s it, For a man to com- 


Bs mar 
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- mit himſelf, and all that 1s his to the wilt 
of God, to put his whole truſt and confi- 
dence in him, and to account a'l other 

things beſide, but vain. So are 
E:clus. wetaught in Eccleſraſiic!rs 5 Truſt 
Il. 21l. #1 God, and abide in thy. place, 

Withourt this reſt of the ſoul all 
other things are meer troubles, a meer 
fea of tempeſtuous waves, and the very 
preſence of Hell. Bur I return to the An- 
tients, 

In the fourth place they have repreſent- 
ed Eternity by the Sun and the Moon. The 
Sun reviverh every day, although it ſeems 
every day to die, and to be buried. It al- 
ways rifeth again, although every night it 

ſetteth. The Moon alſo hath her 
3: Hem- increaſe after every wane. Ca- 
Aecaſyl., tullus hath pretty verſes to this 


purpoſe. 


The Sun doth ſet : the Sun doth rift again: 
The day doth cloſe ; the day doth break again. 
Once ſet our Sun, againit riſeth never : 

Once cloſe our day of fe, it's night for 


eUVere 


In Hell there is Eternal night; but with- 
out fleep. There they ſleep: not, becauſe. 
they _ here, where they ſhould have 


there they watch, becauſe here 
they 


watche 
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they ſlept in their fins ; indeed nor long, 
but longer they would if they could, yea 
Eternally. . But it 1s . far otherwiſe with - 
thoſe chat are in Heaven : For a perpetual 
light ſhall ſhine- forth ro the Saints, and 
Eternity of time, there 1s: reſt 3; there 4s 
pleaſure after long labours and watchings. 

In the fifth place, they have repreſent- 
ed Eternity by the Baſilisb, The Baſilish 
1s the moſt venomous of all Creatures, 
and 1t alone of all others ( as Horus Nilia- 
c45 faith ) cannot be killed by humane 
force 3 yea its ſo virulent, thar'1t killeth 
herbs with the very breath ofir,thatir puts - 
totlight all other creatures with the hifling 
of it, and thart-it makes all birdsſuddenly 
flent upon the firſt preſence of it. AEli- - 
a1s reports, that in the deſfart of Africa - 
a certain beaſt fell down being tired, and - 
that the Serpents came. together as It were - 
to a feaſt, rodevour the.carcaſe, and that - 
they preſently ran all away, and hid them- 
ſelves in the- ſand, upon the ſight of the - 


| Baſilshs Eternity, whether of joy or of 


torment.,- cannot be ſhortned or diminiſh- 
ed,much leſs taken. away or avoided. Net- - 
ther is it ſtrange, if it affrighr all rhat are 
in their right wits, with:the very thought 
ef it, Infinite are the windings of this Ba-: 
fils; unmeaſurable and untwinable are - 
the Orbs and. Circuits of it. Oh Dragon : 
: r@ 
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to be trembled at! Let us divert a littleto 
our ſelves. Ir comes to pats iometimes 
when a man deſcends into himſelf, and 
rips up his Conſcience by confefiton, that 
he finds many Serpents neſts, and whole 
broods of Vipers, and thereupon much 
marvelleth in himſelf, ſaying, Whence 1s 
there ſo much venome in my breaſt ? 
Whence are ſo many far Snakes, ſo many 
grievous and deadly fins? Whence 1s there 
io grear an hoſt of Lizards? Whence fo 
many ftltny and luftful cogitations ? Iam 
afraid my ſelf at ſuch a numerous and pe- 
frilent brood. Bur marvel not ; we ſhall 
eaſily fhew thee the cauſe thereof. A moiſt 
and a rude place 1s very apt to breed Ser- 
pents. Lo then, there 1s a double cauſe; 
the moiſture of the plice, and the negli- 


gence of them that ſhould look to it. S0o- 


1t 15 in the Soul of man ; if we ſpend all our 
care upon our body, handling it delicate- 
ly, feeding it daintily, pampering 1t with 
feaſts, and effeminating it with pleaſures, 
3t muft needs be confeſſed that the ſoul, 
the inhabitant thereof, hath her dwelling 
ma moiſt place. Addhither ſlothfulneſs, 
and neglet of divine duties. Let no care 
be had at all of Salvation; ſo the body be 
ſound, and it goeth wel with it, let no re- 
'gard be had what happens to the Soul : let 


-eonfeffion of fins be ſeldom made unto 
God, 


” oo wo mW ,v > qa 9 i. 0m 
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God, and when it 1s, but 1n a negligent 
manner : what marvel then, if a multi- 
tude of Serpents and poyſonous yermine 
breed there ? But (O good Chriſtian bro- 
ther) ler rhe Baſ#lisb enter into thy breaſt, 
that 1s, the cogitation of Eternity, and 
thou ſhalt preſently perceive that theſe ve- 
nomous beaſts will ſoon vamſh away. 
Thou confeſleft that thy heart doth abound 
with rheſe Snakes : Ir 1s a ſign therefore 
thou ſeldom thinkeſt upon Eternity. A- 
mend therefore : and now at length begin 
to think upon this wich thy ſelf,That which 
delighteth is but Momentany, but that which 
tormenteth is Eternal, 

In the f1xth place,they have repreſented 
Eternity after this manner. There 15 avaſt 
den, full of Horrors : round about wnich a 
Serpent winds it ſelf, and.in the winding 
bites 1t ſelf by the tail. Ar the right hand 
of the den ſtands 4 young man of a beauts- 
ful and pleaſant countenance, holding in 
his righr hand a bow and two arrows, and 
in his lefthand an Harp. In the very en- 
trance of the Den fits a1 0/4 man oppoſite, 
and having his eyes very intent upon his 
Table-book ; according . as the Cceleſtial 
Globe by its motzon, or the young man 
ſtanding by,di&ates unto him,ſo he writes. . 
At the left hand of the den fits a grave 
matron, gray-headed, and having her eyes 

| always, 
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always buſied. Ar the mourh of the-den - 
there are four ſtairs, each higher than-o- 
ther : The firſt is of Iron, the fecond of 
Bra(s, the third of Silver, and the fourth 
of Go!d, On theſe are little children run- 
ning up and down and playing, and never 
fear the danger of falling. This is the P;- 
fure: The meaning is this. The-Dez fig- 
nifies the incomprehenfſibility of Zte nity: 
The Se»pent that twines 1t ſelf about it, 
Time; The Toung-man, God ; 1n whole hand 
is Heaven, Earth, and Hell. On Eatth, 
and in He! are the Arrows of the Lord 
faſtened; bur in '#eaven, there 1s nothing 
but Foy, and the ſound of the Harp. The 
Old Man 1s Fate, or rather, that which God 
hath decreed from all Eternity» The Ma- 
tron, Nature : The Stairs, diſtin&t Times 
and Ages : The Chii4ren running up and 
down the Stairs, do fignifte things:created, 
eſpecially Man, who 1s ſporting im matters 
of Salvation, and playing and jeſting in 
the very entrance of Eternity. Alack,alack ! 
O mortal men, we have played too long 
amidſt theſe dangers; We are very near 
unto Eternity,even in the very entrance of 
it, whileſt we live : Ler but death lightly 
touch us, and we are-preſently ſwallowed 
up of Eternity, Death need not: uſe any 
great power, or fight long againſt us 3 we 
are thrown down headlong 1n a m_— 
| ang 
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1nd tumble down theſe ſtairs into the 0- 
cean of Eternity. Bethink your ſelves well; 
you that play upon theſe ſtairs.and rhink 
upon any thing rather than upon Eterniy 3 
It may be to day or to morrow you may be 
tranſlated from Time to Eternity. 


—— ——. 


C H A ; H. 


The ſecret ſenſe and meaning of Scripture 1s 
unfolded. | 


Af the Chapter of the Type and 
Pifture of Eternity, the holy Scrip- 
ture of divine Truth ſhall not unfitly fol- 
low. When Nebuchadnez2ar , King of 
Babylon, had caſt the three Hebrew chil- 
dren into the fiery furnace for refuſing to 
obey his impious command, the flame is 
faid to have aſcended nine and forty cubits 
above the Furnace. A ſtrange thing : But 
not without a Myſtery. What ? Did any 
man accurately meaſure the height there- 
of? Did any man aſcendand apply unto it 
a rule, to take the juſt meaſure of it ? was 
it juſt nine and forty cubits,neither more 
nor leſs ? Why not fifty ? For we uſe to 


a. 


number thus ; Twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, 


though the number be ſomewhat more or 
leſs. Here in this place there wants but 
one of fifty, Surely there is a Myftery in 

it, 
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ir, atid ſome ſecret meaning. The num- 


ber of fifry was wont to {ignifie the year of- 


Zubvilee. Bur the flames in the fiery fur- 
nace of Hell, although tiiey rage both 


againſt body and foul, and infinitely ex- 


ceed all the torments of this lite, yer they 
ſhall never extend fo far as the year of 
grace and Fubilze, In Hell there is no 
year of 74bi/ze, no pardon, no end of tor- 
ments, Now, now, 1s the time of Fuvi- 
lee 3 not every hundred or fifty years, but 
every hour and every moment. Now one 
part of an hour may obtain pardon here, 
which all Eternity cannot hereafcer. Now 


5s the time, that in one little and ſhort. 


day we may have more debts forgiven us, 

than in the fire of Hell in all years and 
rimes to come hereafter. 

Let us add hither another explication 

of divine Scriprure. When the 

Fohua peopleof God did paſs over For- 

2. 16. dan, the waters which came down 

toward the ſea of the plain 

(which 1s now called the dead ſea) filed 

until there was none left. . And 

Ecclus mn Eccleſcafticus it is ſaid, There 

20, 12, 1s that buyeth- much for -a little. 

Theſe two teſtimonies of Scrip- 

ture Ga{jrid joyneth together, and 'there- 

upon diſcourſeth thus. If Eternal bit- 

terneſs be due unto thee, and thou maiſt 

eſcape 


< 4 V 
A 
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cape it by taſting of Temporal, certainly 


thou haſt redeemed much fs 4 iittle, 1 
confeis, it 1s a Sea indeed 11 winch thou 
faileſt, but yet a 4224 ſez: And how much 
art thou bound to give thanks unto God, 
who, whereas thou haſt deſerved to be 
overwhelmed in the falr, roaring and un- 
navigable fea, hath of his great mercy to- 
ward thee, ſuffered thee rather to fail in 
the dead ſez. (O bicfled change!) that 
ſo by the dead ſea thou mayeſt paſ3 into the 


land of the living | This Writer ccmpares 


all the adverfitics of this life to tne dead 
ſez, and Eternal puniſhment to the ſat 
and unchangeab/; ſea. No man can eſcape 
them, he mu{it needs fa!l into the one, or 
in the other. What doſt thou, O man ? 
{ cryes out Saint Chryſotome, ) Art thou 
about to aſcend up to heaven, and doeſt 
thou ask me whether there be any difficul- 
ties by the way ? Whatſoever we do, this 
atal ſia we muſt paſs over : we may, if 
we will, arrive at the hiven of Tran- 
quillity, and Eternal Happineſs. = 
The Word of God moſt high is the Ale}. 
Fountain of wiſdom, and ber way!s Te. 5. 
are everlaſting commandments. 
Through this dead ſea there is n6 otier 
way into the Region of the living: but the 
way of Gods commandments. We have 
a moſt clear place of Scripture for it : 


H 
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Mat. 19. If thou wilt enter into life bel 
179%. the CCommandements :* This 1s 

the only way to Eternity. If a 
Cornzli- man ſhould-ask a Divine of our 
»5 a Lz- times this queſtion, What is E- 
pide. ternity? His anſwer will be, It 
| isa Circle running back into it 
ſelf , whoſe Centre 1s A/ways, and Cir- 
cumference No where, that 1s, which never 
ſhall have end. What s Eternity? Itis an 

Orb every way round, and like 


Volui it ſelf.in which there 1s neither 
tur, & beginning nor end. What 
volve Eternity? It isa wheel, 

thr in A wheel that turns, a wheel tyat 
ome turneth ever, 

v9 ubi- A wheel that turns, and will lexut 
lis &- ' turning never. 

C2 What is Eternity? It 1s a year 


continually wheeling abour, 
which returns again: to- the ſame point 
from whence it began, and. ſtill. whcels 
about again. What: is. Eternity ? It 1s an 
Poer-running fountain, whither the water 
afrer many turnings flow back again, that 
thcy may always flow. What is Eternity? 
It 1s an ever living fþring, from whence 
waters continually flow, eithcr the moſt 
ſweet waters of: Benediftion and bleſling, 
or the moſt bitter warcrs of Maledifion 


and curſing. What is Eternity ? It 18 4 
Labj- 


upon Eternity. 17 


Labyrinth which hath innumerable turng- 
ings and windings.,which always tead them 
round that enter in, carrying them from 
turning to rurning, . and (ſo loſing them, 
rat is Eternity ? It 1s a pit without bot- 
ton, whoſe turnings and revolutions are 
endlcis. What is Eternity, It 1s a Spiral 
Line, but without beginning 3 which hath 
Circles and windings one within anether, 
but without ending. What zx Eternity? 
It is a Snake bowed back unto it ſelf orbicu- 
larly, holding the tail in the mouth, hich 
in irs end doth again begin, and never 
ceaſeth tro begin. What » Eternity ? Its 
a duration always preſent, 1t 1s one perpetual 
day, which 1s not divided into that which 
3s paſt, and that which 1s to come. What 
1s Eternity? Ir 1s an age of Ages, as Dio- 
nyſus ſaith, never expiring, but always 
like it ſclf, wirhout changing. What 


Eternity ? It 1s a beginning without be- 


ginning. middle, or end. It 1s a begin- 
ning, continuing, never ending, alway 
beginning. In which the Bleſſed alway 
begin a bleiſed life, and always abound 
with new pleaſures : in which the Dam- 
ned aiways die, and after all death and 
ſtruggling with death, always begin again 
to die and ſtruggle with death. As long 
as God ſhall be God, ſo long ſhall the 


bleſied- be bleſſed, fo long ſhall they reign 
an 


-oo 
p eo s 


+» 
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_ an triumph : fo long ſhall the damnel 
alſo fry in Hell, and yclhng cry, yy art 
tormented in this flame, being ſtill to bet 

zented and tortured for ever. 
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CHAP. Ht. | 
Why the plaow of Eternity is called a Mari 
ſean. 


OHN., Patriarch of 4irvgndvin, a 
very devour and godly man, was often 
wont to go ro viſit the ſick. ma” to0RK with 
h1m for his Companion Trois a Bilhop, 
which had more care of his money than of 
the ſick. The Patriarch wittperech him 
in the ear, and faid, I pray thee, brother, 
ler us help the friends of Chriſt, Where: 
upon Troilys ke a crafty companion con- 
cealing the diſeaſe of his mind, to wir, his 
Covetouſnels, bad his Servants give to the 
poor all the money whici at thar time he 
had about him to buy other things withal, 
Not long after it happened 1 that he fell 
intoa Fever, which his Cove:ouſnefs had 
cauſed : whereof the Patriarch of A'er- 
andria hearing. and eaſily gueſung at the 
cauſe of his diſeaſe, went to viſit 1M, and 
carried with him as much {i]ver, as he had 
not long before eiven to the fick.; and af- 
ter a little conference with him, he faid 
thus, 
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ſus, - I did but jeft with thee the other 
Way, when I wiſhed thee to beſtow ſome- 
hing to the relief of rhe ſick 3 and it was 
Wecauſe my ſervant had not money about 
him. But behold here, in good earneſt I 
reſtore unto thee the money which thou 
1aidſt out for my ſake, and I thanx thee 
For ir. When Tj0ilus ſaw the money told, 


his Fever began to leave him, and his 


heat to abate, and 1n every part he found 
imſelf much better 3 whereupon finding 
himielf gather ſtrength, he roſe up to 
dinner, and fat down to Table. _ Abour 
noon-tide when dinner was ended, and 
the Table removed, he went to' ſleep, 
nd ſweetly took his cafe, and dreamed 

that he ſaw a very ſtately. Edifice, and in 
the frontiſ>iece thereof over the gate, this 
micription, Manſio FAterna  & Requies 
Toi; Epiſcopt 3 Tn Engliſh thus, , The Eter- ' 
nal Manſion and Reſting place of' Biſhop 
7011s, He was very much delighted with 

this dream. But not long after he had 
another Viſion that troubled im. For 
there came one with a company of work- 
men, and gave them a {tri& charge, ſay- 
Ing, Take away that Inſcription, : angput 
this inthe place there, Manſro Aterna & 
8 Reguics Johonis  Archlepiſcopy : Alexcatt- 
arie, empta libris triginta argenti : In 
Engliſh «thus, - The Eternal Manſion and 
. | Reſting 
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Reſting place of Fohn Archbiſhop of Alexar 
aria, which he bought for thirty ponnd, 
With this Vifton he was very much af- 
frighted : but he made a very good ufe 
it, For preſently, of an hard and cove 
tous man, he became liberal and charita- 
ble, eſpecially to ſuch as were in need, 
So much did the very dream of an Eternu 
Manſzon prevail with him, 

But oh ye rather bleſſed Manſions, anc 
therefore. blefſed, becauſe Eternal! Oh, 
how exceedingly doth Chrift deſire that 
we ſhould hh and forſake theſe our tz 
bernacles, and ruinous houſes, and with 
earneſt deſire make haſt unto thoſe Eterni 
Manſions | In my Fathers houſe, ſaith he 
are many Manſions, No man 1s kept bac 
from thence but by himſelf, The plac 
excludes no man ; for it 1s exceedin 
large. Time ſhuts out no man : for the 
m_ Manfion, and that Manſion is Etr 
N : 
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A Prayer. 


Eternal and merciful God, O Ete 
nal Truth, O true Love, O bel 
"Eternity 5 So cure our blindneſs, that | 
theſe preſent and ſhort ſorrows we may 


brought to know, and ſo eſcape the L 


q 
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horrible, and Frernal puniſhments. Dire(t 
us, and teach xs ſo to poſſeſs things periſhing 
and Temporal, that finally we loſe not the 
things which are Eternal. Teach us ſo to 
lament ſor our ſins committed, that we may 
capt Eternal puniſhments. Teach xs ſo to 
thave our ſelves inthe houſe of our palgri- 
mage, that we be not ſhut oxt of the Eternal 
Manſions. Teach us ſo to make our pro- 
preſs 3n the way, that at length we may be 
recesved znto our Country. 


THE 
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THE SECOND | 
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_ Upon | 
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Þ what things Nature repreſenteth Eternity. 


HE Idolaters themſelves therefore 
: have acknowledged an Eternity, 
- ſuch as it was, and have deſfcri- 
hed italſo by certain ſigns : For God hath 
manifeſted 1t unto them, ſo that 
they are without excuſt, How Rom, 1. 
much dearer therefore, and in 29, 
what great eſteem ought the 
conſideration thereof to be amongſt all 
Chriſtians, ro whom Eternity 18 better re- 
preſented, and in a more lively 
manner ! Therefo'e thou art iit= Rom. 2. 
excuſable,0 man, whoſorver thou 1+ 
art,that being ofren put 1n mind 
of Eternity, doth as ofcen let it flip out of 
thy memory. Thou haſt often in thy ſight 
and hefore thine eyes, Rings and Circles, 
Sphergs and Globes, $72 and Moon : If thou 
C lookeſt 


24 1he ſecond Conſideration 


lookeſt upon any of theſe, they will put 
thee in mind of Zternity, Nature her ſelf 
like a good mother hath expoſed them tro 
. Publick view, that, when weſee them, or 
'hear of them, we might be invited to me- 
ditate upon Eternity. 
Solinus reports thar there is a ſtone in 
Arcadia called Asbeſtos, which being once 
ſet on fire doth continually burn : Where- 
fore in times paſt they were wont in Tem- 
ples and Sepulchres to make 

Lib. 21. lamps of it : of which St. Augy- 
ae Civit, Ffline maketh mention. I add 
cap 5. that Pliny, Volateranns, Dioſcori- 
des,and many others tell ſtrange 

wonders of a certain kind of Line or Flax, 
which is called by divers names : For ſome 
call ir Linum Asbeſtinum, others Caryſti- 
4 , others Tidicum, and others Linum 


vIUuUM, 
This is not only not conſumed by fire, 

but alſo is purgedand cleanſed ; wherefore 
the dead bodies of Kings heretofore,when 
they were to be "Y into the fire,and to be 
'burned, uſed to be wrapped about with a 
Linnen cloth made thereof, to keep their 
aſhes from confuſion, and to diſtinguiſh 
them from others. Of ſuch Flax Nerv had 
a Towel,which he efteemed of more price 
than gold and precious ſtones. Behold, 
Nature her ſelf, like a Miſtreſs and Guide, 

leadeth 
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leadeth thee by the hand, and pointeth 
thee toa thingwhich the fire hath no power 
to conſume. So ſhall all the damned burn, 
bur never ſhall burn out. They ſhall al- 
ways burn, butnever be conſamed ; the 
ſhall ſeek for death in the flames, bur ſhall 
not find 1t. Therefore juſtly doth one cry 
out,0 wo Eternal, that never (hall 

haveend! O end without end! O In Hore- 
death moregrieuons than all death, lag. ſa- 


Always to die, and never to be Pitn. Iſa. 


quite dead | So ſaith divine I- 66. 24. 
ſaiah , Their ' fire never (hall be Revg.6. 
quenched : And the Angel intne 
Revilation, They (hall deſire to die : and death 
ſhall flee from them. 

That the Salamander for a little time 
can indure, and live in the fire, beſide A- 
riftotle, Pliny, Galen, lian, Dioſcortais , 
S. Avguſtine alſo himſelf believed. This 
creature is very cold, and 15 generated of 
ſhowers ; the ſun and droughtare death to 
ie; Therefore, according to Pliny, 1t en- 
dures in the flame like ice. Of the skin 
thereof lights are made for perpetual bur- 
ninglamps God who made the Salamar- 
der of Earth and Clay,hath of his goodneſs 
formed man, though of the ſame matter, 
yet of a more excellent and noble nature. 
He hath mage bim a little lower than the 
Angels. Pſal. 8. 44 He hath afligned un- 

C 2 os 
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to him after this life the fellowſhip of the 
ſame Kingdom with the Angels. But man 
heing in hanour had no underſtanding, and 
was compared unto the beaſts that Peviſh, 
Pſal. 49. 20. By his own malice he made 
himſelf ſuch a Salamarder, that muſt al- 
ways live or always die in Eternal flames, 
In thoſe fiery priſons of Hell, all things 
are Eternal ; but theſe fix things efpeci- 
. ally. | 


— 
—_ 


CHAP.-- 1: 
What things are Eternalin H:ll, 


HE damned hiraſelf is Eternal and 

dyeth not. No man can make an 

end of hiniſelf, or another, They ſhall 

feeb death, and ſhall nit find it, Rev. 9. 6, 

Yea the very defire of death, in as much 

as their defire cannor be ſatisfied, ſhall 
greatly increaſe their torment. 

2. The Priſon «ſelf is Eternal; Ir can ne- 
ver fall to ruin, it can never be broken 
down, 1t can niever be digzed through. Ir 
3s barred up with rocks and mountains ; 
The locks and bars areſo firm and ſtrong, 
_ that nonecan get out Ifany of the dam- 
ned ſhould by Gods permiſſion before the 
day of judgment come out from thence, 

yet ſt;ll he ſhould carry an Hell _ 
| 1M; 
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him, and never be free from torment.: 
3. The fire chere 1s Eterna/, Chriſt him- 
ſelf in Matthew faith as much exprelly 3 
Matth. 28. 41. Dipart from me ye curſed in- 
to everlailing fire, or fire Eternal, Doſt 
thou hear this word, Eternal 5 The anger 
of the Lord doth kindle this fire, and ir 
ſhall never be pur out. To this beareth 
Iſaiah witneſs, ſaying, The breath of the 
Lyd libe a (lream of Brimſtone doth kindle 
it, it ſhall burn night and day, and ({ha{l 
not be quenched, the ſmoke thereof ſhall aſ- 
cind up for ever and ever, Ifaiah 3o. 33. 
Iſaiah 66. 24. Rev. 14. 11. Eternal pu- 
nihments, and Eternal Life are | 
Rates, as St. Auguſtine ſpeak- Lib. 12, 
eth; and Relates are of like de Civs 
continuance : To.fay therefore, c 23. 
that Eternal Life ſhall be witch- 
out end, and Eternal puniſhment ſhall have 
an end, 1s very abſurd. Who therefore 
will defer his converſion ? . 
4. As the things mentioned before are 
Etzrnal, fo 1s the Worm, and conſcience 
tormented with deep deſpair for the life 
paſt, Iſa. 66. 24. Their worm ſhall not die : 
So prophefied TJaiah. The Poets of old 
tran{Jared this out of Holy writ into their 
fables : For what is that Tityus, of whony- 
Virgilfetgneth, Thar a tlying Vultur every 
day gnaws and tears his Liter, which is 
G4 every 
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every night again repaired and made up, 
that every day the Vuityremay have more 
prey ro 2naw upon ? What 15 the Vulture 
Þit the 17m we ſpeak of? And what is 
enc Liny, bur che Conſcience always gnawn, 
and tormented ? 
5s To this Eternity of Hell belongeth al- 
fo the 7a ſentince, and the laſt Decree pro- 
nounced by Chriſt the Judge : A decree 
( Alas! ) irrevocab!e, immurable, Eter- 
n4!, There is no Appealing from it 3 If 
the ſentence -he once pronounced by the 
mouth of this Judge, it ſtands irrevocable 
for all ZEternity. In Hell there is no re- 
demption, not any, no not any 3 but Et 
zal deſperation, The blood of Chriſt 
when it was newly poured out on the 
mount of Golgotha, though of infinite effi- 
cacy for ſatisfation, yet reacheth notun- 
to the damned. If the yobe of the Lord, 
ſaith Saint Bernard, be a yohe of Ropen- 
tance, you think jthat in it ſelf it 1s not ſweet * 
But this you muſt know , That it is mot 
ſweet. if it be comparet with that fire of 
which it is ſaid. Depart from' me ye curſed in- 
to everlafting fire. Mat. 25. 41. | 
6. The Puniſhment or Pain of loſs alſo, as 
they call it, is Eternal, being the priva- 
tion of the ſight of God for ever, which 
together with all the other torments of the 
damned ſhall never have end : whe 
cre 
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there can be no place for ſatisfation. For: 
although theſe torments ſhall continue in- 
finite millions of years, yet there ſhall not 
one day, no-nor one hour, no nor ſo much 
as a moment of reſt an reſpite be grant- 
cd, Thereſhall be viciflitude and variety 
of. rorments, but to their greater pain and 
erief. Chriſt often forerold jt by Mat- 
thew in plain words, Mat. 8. 12. The 
children of the Kingdom (hall be caſt out into 
utter darkneſs ; there ſhall be weeping and 
gnahing of teeth : weeping, for heat ; and 
gnaking of teth, for cold. How then can 
man be ſo forgetful of himſelf and God ?. 
How can he ſo'degeneraxe into a beaſt ? 
Yea rather, how can he become like a 
rock, or a ftone, ſo ſenſeleſs, as when he 
ſhall think upon the unſufferable and un- 
utrerable torments of Hell, which never 
ſhall have end, then notto fear and trem-- 
ble, and fay with himſelf thus, I am for 
certain in the way to Eternity, and I know 
not how ſoon I may come to my journeys 
end : T tit on the ſtairs of Etzynity, and - 
every little thruſt is ready to plunge me 
mto the bottomleſs pit ? But if it ſeem (© 
grievous and intolerable for a man to [ye, 
though but for one night, on a ſoft fea-- 
ther-bed,: and never fleep or clote his 
eyes, but to figh and groan for pain in. 
his head, or: any -other.member for the. 
| + Cs + tooth- 
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rooth-ach, or for the ſtone : Tf the night 
fecms long, and the day a great way off, 
and the Sun to ſlack his coming: And yet, 
as I ſaid, he lies upon a good feather-bed, 
and if he will have buta little patience, he 
may hope to find eaſe jn the day.and help 
from the Phyſician, Alack! Alack, how 
intolerable ſhall ir be to lie night and da 
in :hefire, for a thouſand and a thouſand, 
and again, I fay. a thouſand years ! How 
intolerable (hall it be, there to watch, to 
hunper, tothirſt, to burn, to be tormen- 
ted exrreamly in every part, and not to 
hope for any reſt,or ſo much as a drop of 
eold water; but to be always in deſpair, 
and fo to fry and to be tortured for infinite 
millions of ages, and to be ſo far from 
finding any end, as never to be able te 
hope for any end ! There, faith | 
Thomas, one hours puniſhment 

ſhall be more grievous, than an 

hundred years here in the moſt 

bitter puniſhment that can be. 

There 15 no reſt, no contolation 

to the damned. Pſal.s, r. O Lora, 

rebube me not in thine anger, neither chaſten 
wie in thy hot diſpleaſure. Pſal. 25. 7. Re- 
member not the ſins of my youth, nor my tranſ- 
£rthions. Unleſs thou wilt have mercy, 0 
God, I muſt needs periſh, 
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CHAP. IL 
Why Hell is Eternal. 


Ere ariſeth a queſtion, winch 15 wor” 
thy to be known of all men, How 
It can be, rhar God, who is good and mer- 
ciful; and whoſe mercy 1s over all his 
works, fhou!d norwithſtanding puniſheven 
one mortal ſin, commirted, it may be, in 
a moment, and 'in thought only 3 how he . 
Wſhould puniſh ſuch a: fin, I ſay, for all 
T BALE and fo pugiſh it, that it ſhall 
! deſerve ſtill always to be puniſhed : and 
" Wthough millions of years be paſſed, yer it 
© ſhall never be ſaid, This ſin hath been 
1 i ſufficiently puniſhed, ir is enough, he 
vB hath made fatisfa&tion for the wicked: 
thought, by which he hath offended God, 
What then ? Hath God for one ſin, 
and that in thought only, decreed the pu- 
niſhment of everlaſting fire ? What equa- 
lity is there in this, for a momentary fin, 

' to appoint an Eternal puniſhment ; Wh 
doth bleſſed David cry out, O give kinks 
unto the Lord ; for he is good, and his mercy- 
endureth for ever | Pfal. 105. I. 107. Is 
118. 1. 136. I. and why dothhe repeat 
It twenty ſeven times, if God be ſoſevere ?' 
To this S. Auguflin, Gregory, Thomas A-- 
qxinas, and others anſwer, That in every 
| C 5 mortal 
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mortal ſin the offenceof irs own nature 
infinite, becauſe it is an 1njury againſt che 
infinite Majeſty of God. Again, He that 
dycth guilty of a mortal fin without repen- 
rance, doth as much as if he {hould fin 
Eternally ; For if he might live Eternally, 
he would ſin Efernaily ; He hath not loſt 1 
will ro fin, bur like in which to fin, till 
being ready to fin, if he might live ſtill; 
So he doth nor ceaſe.to ſin, bur doth ceaſe 
ro live, Further it is to be conſidered, 
That a damned Perſon can never make 
ſarisfaftion, though he ſhould pay never 
ſo much ; For being an enemy, and not 
in favour with God, his payment 1s not 
worthy acceptationz ſeeing that he him- 
ſelf 1s not accepted with him. Neither in- 
dced, to ſpeak truly, can he be faid to 
pay any thing; becauſe he doth nothing, 
but ſuffers only puniſhment, and that 
againſt his will, We will make the mat- 
rer yet more plain by a fanuliar example, 
Suppoſe a man ſhould borrow ot his neight- | 
bour a thouſand Crowns, and for the uſe 
_ thereof makeover the rent of his houſe un- 
to him for ever. Ir may be 1n twenty 
years ke may thus repay the ſum of no 
ney borrowed 3 But whar then ? k 
ke fully difcharged of all-the debt? Dath 
there remaiti nothing to be paid ? The 
principal remains iti]1 as due to be paid, 
a5 
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as if there had been nothing at all paid. 
For this 15 the nature of ſuch lones, that - 
although the. yearly ufe be.paid, till the 
ermpe 0 remains entire;& due to be paid. 

Soit1s with the damned ; For although 
they ſhould pay never ſo much 3 yetthey 
can never get out of debt,” They are 
debtors ſtill , and eyer ſhall be 7. 1. 

I, Thr flvong ſhall bt as tow, and the ma- 
G of it as a ſpar; they ſhall both burn ta- 
gether, aud none ſhall quench thim. 

Sutonius reports of Tiberius Ca Sutt, 
ſar, that being Peritioned unto 1b. 3, 

by a certain offender to haſten cap. 6. 
his puniſhmenc,and to grant him 

a ſpeedy diſpatch, he made him this. 
anſwer, Nondym tecum in gratiam Yedis, 
Stay Sir, You and I are not yet friends, 
Chriſt is a moſt juſt Judge, no Tyrant, no. 
Tiberius, And yet if one of the damned. 
after a thouſand years burning in Hell: 
MW ſhould beg and intrear for a ſpeedy death, 
- & he would anfiver after the ſame manner,, 
cM Nondum tecum in gratiam edit, Stay, Tos, 
-W 21d I are not yet friends.. If. after a thou-. 
' fand years more he ſhould: ask the ſame 
»W thing, he ſhould receive the ſame anſwer, 
] 


Nondum tecum in- gratiam redit, Stay, Fok- 
and T are not yet friends. Tf after an hun- 
WH dred thouſand years yet more, yea mil-. 
8 !ions of years, he ſhon'd asx again, _ 
, IS: 


34 The ſecond Conſideration 


ke ſhould receive the*sſame anſwer, -Now- 
aum tecum in geatians redit, Stay, Tou and 
IT are not yet friends. "The time was, [ 
offered to be thy friend 3 but thou wouldft 
not; yea, thy father, but thou wouldſt 
not. 1 oftered thee my grace a thouſand 
and a thouſand times 3 but thou rejectedf 
K. This I knewright well.and I held my 
peace, and further expedted, forty, fifty, 
tixty years, to (ce if thou wouldſt change 
thy mind.and courſe of life. Bur there fo!- 
lowed no ſerious of rrue repentance. Thoy 
haſt ſit at nought all my colmſel, and wouldi 
none of my -reproof. Thsu haſt hated is- 
fruftion, and nalt caſt my words behind thu, 
Prov. 1. 25. Pſal. go. 13. Eat therefore 
the fruit of thine own ways, and be filled 
with thy own counſels. Prov. 1. 26.1 wil 
taugh at thy deſtrudtion for ever : neither 
fhall my juſtice after infinite ages give thee 
any anſwer but this. Nonaum tecum in gra- 
tiam redii, Stay, You and T are not yt 
friends. O God which art in heaven: 0 
fin which throweſt men headlong into hel, 
the hell of rorments.and into the bottom- 
lets pit of Eternal pain ! But righteous avt 
thoy, O Lord, and upright are thy judgments. 
Pal. 119. 137. Juſt and right ir 1s, that 
he which would not by repentance ac- 
cept of mercy when ic was offered, 


ſhould by puniſhment be + 
an 
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and have juſtice without mercy for e- 
vere 


CHAP. IIL 


Other motives to the conſiaeration of Eternity, 
arawn from Nature. TOES 
UT I return to the School of Nature, 

to conſider further upon Eternity. 
There are found hot Bathsin certain Moun- 
tains and Rocks, whoſe waters in running 
make ſuch a noiſe and murmuiring, «thar 
the diſeaſed perſons that reſort thither for 
cure, if at that entrance into the Bath, 
they do but imagine they hear muſical In- 
ſtruments,and an harmomious conſort,they 
have theirearsſo dulled with the continual 
noiſe thereof,that the mufick which at firſt 
was ſweet unto them, become: at length, 
by their imagination working upon it, ve- 
ry loathſome, and a torment unto them : 
Butif they imagine they hear a Drum, or 
anyother loud ſounding inſtrument,theyat 
length grow almoſt mad with the noiſe 
thereof daily moleſting & troubling them. 
From whence alſo we are led, as it were 
by the hand, to the conſideration of Eter- 
nity, The weeping and wailing, yelling 
and crying which is heard at the firſt en- 


trance of Kells mouth under thoſe infernal 
mouth» 


© | | | 
35 The ſecond Conſideration 


mountafns ſhall never.cea'e, but ſhall ror- 
ment rhe damned without end, and be no 
whit mitigated. by time and long-ſuffer- 
ance, Burt on the contrary the Bleſled in 
Heaven ſhall without wearineſs hear the 
Thrice Holy ſung, Holy, Holy, Holy; yea, 
and the more they hear 1t, the more they 
ſhall be delighted with the ſound thereof. 
Chriſt in his Conference with the Woman 
of Samaria, makes ofren mention of Zter- 
nity, and life everlaſting. Whoſoever drink- 
eh of the water that T (hall give bim, ſhall 
never tmrſt : But the water tnat I (hall give 
him, ſhall be in bim a well of water, ſpring- 
ing up unto everlaſiing life, John 4. 14. I 
would we did thirſt with the woman of $4- 
maria after thoſe waters, and earneſtly 
' Pray for them : 0 Lord give me of this wa- 
ter; that I thirſt wot, John 4. 15. Give me, 
O Chriſt, though but 2 drop of this water, 
that 1s, ſome thirſt and deſire after Fternal 
life. In the year after the Nativity of our 
Lord fourſcore and one (as Syeton;:45,01i97, 
and Plinius Secundus tell at large) on the 
firſt day of November, abour ſeven of the 
clack, at rhe mountain Veluvius in Cam- 
pania, there was an horrible eruption of 
fire, befare which there went an.unuſunal * 
drought. and grievous carthquakes. There 
was alſo heard noiſe under earth, as if it 
bad: been thunder. The ſea roared w_ 
made 
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made 2anoiſe 3 the heaven thundered as if 
mountains had in contl:& met together ;. 
oreat ſtones were ſeen to fall ; the air was 
filled with ſmoak and fire mixt together; 
the Sun did hide hishead. Whereupon it 
was thought by many that the world was 
a!moſt at an end. and that the laſt day was 
come, wherein all ſhould be conſumed 
with fire : For there was ſuch abundance 
of afhes ſcattered up and down over land 
and fea, and in the air, that there was 
much hurt done amongſt men and cattle, 
and in the fields, that fiſh and fowl were 
deſtroyed, thar two cities, the name of 
the ole was Herculanum, and the name of 
the other Pompeii, were utterly ruined. 
Theſe and ſuch other like Caverns in the 
earth, with Precij ices and fiery mountains 
always flaming, but never going out, are 
lively examples given us by God,to put us 


in mind of the fire of Hell, in which the 


bodies of the curſed ſhall be always burn- 
ing, but never be burnt our. Concerning 
this you may read Tertullz- 

an, Minutius, and Pacian. Tertul. Apol. 
See, O man,how provident- £c.48. Minut. 
ly even Nature her ſelf doth 37 off. Paci- 
go before thee, and as it ar. De px- 
were lead thee by the hand nitent. & 
to the contemplation of Z- confeſſ. 
#5"MEY, | | 
To 
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To conclude, this Tie of ours carrieth 
with it ſome ſign and print of Eternity. 
Narure fain would have uslearn the thing 
fignified by the (ſign, and take a ſcantling 
of Eternity by the little module and mea- 

ſure of time. Ir 1s the ſaying 
In Sent. of St, Auguſtine, This is the dif- 
ſer, 270. ference between things Temporal 

and Eternil : We love things 
Temporal more before we have them, and 
eſteem them not ſo much when we have 
them : for the ſoul cannot be ſatisfied but 
with true and ſecure Eternity, and joy 
which 1s Eternal and 1ncorruptible. But 
things Etrrnal, when they are acually 
poſſeſſed-are much more loved than before 
when they were only defired and hoped 
for : For neither could F.:ith believe. nor 
Hope expe& ſo much as Charity and' Love 
ſhall find when once we ſhall be admitted 
to poſſeſſion. Why then doth nor earth 
ſeem vile in our eyes, eſpecially when we 
muſter'elong forſaxe it ? And why do we 
not with ardent defire lift up our eyes to 
Heaven where we ſhall inherit aKingdom, 
and that Eternal. 
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[That man regardeth not ETERNITIE 
who weigheth tus money move 
accurately then lis life 
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Whereis the old Romans principally placed 
ther Eternity. _ 


Linius Secundus thought Epif. 2. 

Þ thoſe men happy, which ad Tat. 
ether did things worthy 

to be wrote, or wrote things worthy to be 

read 3 but thoſe men of all moſt happy, 

which could do both. So the Romans 

thought they might rhree manner of ways 


eternize their fame, and rranſmit their 


names unto poſterity. Firit they wrote 
many excellent things 3 my excellent ;n- 
deed, but not all, not all chaſt, nor all 


| holy : They committed to writing their 
| own blemiſhes, their diſhoneſt loves, and 


filthy luſts; But this was no honeſt or Kings 
high way to Eternity. How many books 
have died hefore their Authors.and accor- 


ding to P{ato,have been like unto rhe G1F- 
dens 
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dens of Adonis : as ſoon dead as ſprung up! * 
They pleaſed not long which quickly plex ſc” 
ſed, Bur ſuppoſe the books of all the Re. R 
ms ſhould out-live time, and be always 4 
extant, and expoſed to publick view, yet 
they ſhould not be able to give life unt 
their Authors, | 

Again, the Roma's did not only write, 
but alſo did many brave works worthy tq 
be recorded by the pens of eloquent anc 
learned men, and theſe works were of di: 
vers kinds. They fought EZternityin many 
things, burfound it in nothing, as we are 
caught to believe, They were great (we 
donor deny 1t) in civil and warlike attain, 
at home and abroad : admirable for their 
Skill in Arts and Sciences : Magnificent 
and profuſe in ſetting forth ſhews, andbe-l | 
ſtowing gifts : wonderful even to aſtoniſh-Ml. 
ment for ſtately Buildings, Tombs, Vault, 
Monuments and Starues, as you may guek 
by theſe few parciculars,which I will brief 
ly run over. 

Augnſins, in his own name, and ar hi 
own proper charges, fet forth Plays and 
Games four and twenty times, and at the 
charge of thecommon Treaſury, three and 
rwenty times s and never a one of thoſe 
coft him under two Millions and five Hun: 
dred Thouſand Crowns ; and this fo great 
a. ſum of money, I ſay, was all laid olf 

upon 
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upon one ſhew. The very meaneſt and 
cheapeſt that ever Auguſius ſer forth,came 
toa Million two Flundred and fifty Thou - | 
ſand Crowns. | 

Nero guilded over the whole Theatre 
the Ornaments of the 'tyring houſe and 
Comical implements he made all of gold : 
To theſe you may add ſquare pieces of 
wood or wooden Lots ſcattered amongſt 
the people,, which had for their Inſcripti- 
ons, whole houſes, fields, grounds, farms, 
ſaves, ſervants, beaſts, great ſums of ſil- 
yer, and many times jevels a great num- 
ber : To whoſoevers lot fell-any one of 
theſe.he preſently received according to 
the inſcription. | 

The ſame Nero for a Donative toa com- 
mon ſoldier, commanded to be told two 
hundred and fifry thouſand crowns. 

Aegrippina ( Nero's mother ) cauſed the 
lIkeſum of money to be laid upon. a Table, 
thereby ſecretly repretiending and Jabour- 
Ing to reſtrain her ſons profuſeneſs. Vhere- 
upon Nero percciving that he was toucht, 
commanded another ſum to be added as 
preat as the former, and ſaid thus, Neſci- 
bam me 1am parum dediſſe, T forgot my ſelf 
7 giviig ſo little. 

' The ſame Nero entertained art Rome for 
nine naoneths together King Tridates, and 
Was every day at coft for him da 

| an 
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ſand Crowns, which came in nine months ſe 


to five millions and forty thouſandCrowns | 
And at his departure he gave himfor aj. 


aticum, or to ſpend by the way, two mil- 
lions and an half, What ſhould I tell 
you of their ſtately and magnificent buil- 
dings ? 

Caliga the Emperour made a bridge 
over an Arm of the Sea , three Miles 
long. 

There were Temples in Roy four hun- 
dred_ twenty four,moſt of them were mag- 
nificent. 

Domitian ſpent upon the ſole guilding of 
the Capitol, ſeven millions. 

On the ſtairs of the Amphitbeater, which 
were made all of ſtone, there might fit ve- 
ry conveniently, fourſcore and ſeven thou- 
ſand ſpeRators 3 above, there might ſtand 
round about twelve thouſand. In all four- 
ſcore and nineteen thouſand. 

Beſides many others, there were twelve 
publick Baths made by theEmperor, where 
men might bathe gratzs. 

In the hor Bathes of Antoninus, there 
were of poliſhed ſtone one thouſand and 
fix hundred ſears, and there might ſo ma- 
ny _ bathe themſelves very convent- 
ently. 
Ia the Bath of Metruſcus, as Pliny:ſaith, 


al was of ſilver, the paſſages for the wa-. 


tcl 
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er, thelips of the Bath, and the very floor 
ic ſelf. But I paſs toother things. 
At Rome there were almoſt as many &a-- 
es as men, of no worſe matter than fil- 
ver and gold.befide infinite others of Braſs, 


- Marble, and Ivory. 


Domitian had one of Gold in the Capi- 
tol, of an hundred pound weight. 

Commodus and Claudius had alfo Statues 
of Gold, each of them being of a thou- 
find pound weight. Claudixs had alſo in 


- the place at Rome called Rofira, another 


of Silver. Hereupon there was a certain 
Oficer appointed, who was called the: 
Count of Rome, on whom there attended 
agreat many foldiers continually to guard 
and look to the great number of Statues. 
_ The way which 1s called Appia, will ex- 
erciſe a nimble foorman five days in run- 
ring it over, It reached in length, trom 
Rome to Capua 3 fo brodd,that two Coaches 
might meet, and never trouble one ano- 
ther ; fo ſolid and firm, as if it were all of 
one ſtone, in no place looſe or broken up. 
There were alſo more ways hke unto this. 
I 15 incredible what good Authors do write 
of their Conduits and Aquzdudts. 

Claudius the Emperour beſtowed about 
one, ſeven Millions of Gold and a half; 
and there were maintained ſix hundred 


- Nin with the only keeping and. looking to 


the 
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the waters, Theſe were great works in 
deed, but the Authors thereof in part de- 
ſerved reprehenfion for thejr 1immoderate 
profuſeneſs, . There was at Rome ohe 
thing that ſurpaſſed their ftately build- 
ings, but (as for name, to ſay no worke, 
and to ſpare your cars) diſhonourable.and 
not fit to be named. They had certain 
Vaults under earth built with arches, you 
may call them the ſinks of the Ciry (they 
called them Cloacas) running with water, 
to carry away all the filth of the City. Of 
theſe there were ſo many, ſo large, and 
ſo long, that you may well reckon them 
amongſt the wonders of the world. [ 
need not inſtance any more : theſe which 
TI have named are ſufficient. He that 15 
any thing converſant in Hiſtories, or hath 
heard of the great power and wealth of 
the Romans in former ages, will caſil 
believe my relation : if he will not beherc 
me, let him believe the teſtimony of S: 
tonins, Dion, Caſſius, Pliny, Livy, and 
others that have wrote of the Roman mv 
numents. 

Theſe things which I have reckoned up; 
are very laudable in themſelves. Bit 
they governed their Commonwealch 
prudently, that in war for the moſt pan 
they were unconquerable, for Arts all 


Sciences excellent, for Virtue illuſtrious 
_ 
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. | infomuch, that Cyneas an Ambaſſador ſent 
e. | from Pyrrhus, a very eloquent and intel- 
tel ligent man, when he had all in vain ſolici- 
\e | ted the Ciry ro make a League with his 
1.8 Lord and Maſter, which League could 
e | not ſtand with the honour of the Romans, 
1d | upon his return told the King, That he 
in $ thought the City to be a Temple, and all the 
ou 8 Senators, Kings. Herein the Romays wege 
& highly to be commended ; bur 1n this 
er, they were much overſeen (though other- 
off viſe very prudent men) 1n placing their 
nd 8 Eternity in ſuch things as neither could 
-m | give unto them nor had in themſelves 

1M Zternity. If the Romans had made choice 
*< | of Saint Auguſtine for their guide in the 
- x0 way to Eternity, he would have ſhewed 
ach them a more cerrcain and readier way. For 
_ off #hat fairh he 2 We do not account thoſe Em-' 
fly Mprrovs happy which have rugned long, Or 
eve which have often triumphed as Conquerors over 
61 Mthiir Enemies, or which have treaſured up 
and/0uch wealth. Theſe things often happen to 
thoſe that have 0 right or title to the King- 
dom which is Eternal, Who then 1n Saint 
lignſtines opinion are to be accounted 
raly happy ? Hearken, O ye Emperours, 
Dye Kings and Princes : You ſhall inSaint 
luguftines ſenſe obtain true and Eternal hap- 
neſs, by the obſervation of theſe Rules 
-Wollowing, 
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1+ The Rule of 7uſtice. By ruling juſt. 
ly, and hating the very vizard and paint- 
ed face of injuſtice. 

2. The Rule of Modeſly. By not being 
puffed up by the vain applauſes, acclarna- 
tions and titles of honour, but by remem- 
bring your ſelvesto be but men. 

3. The Rule of the Fear and Love of 
God, By propagating by all means the 
true Worſhip of God ; by ſubje&ing all 
humane power to his Divine Majeſty ; by 
ſerving him in fear and love. 

4+ The Deſire of Heaven. By ſetting 
your loveand affection upon the Kingdom 
which is Eternal, where one ſhall nor envy 
anothers power. | 

5. The Rule of Facility, and readings 
to forgive, By being (wift to forgive, and 
flow to punth, but when the glory of God, 
and the neceſſity of the Commonwealth 
calleth for it. 

6G. Mercy and Liberality. By temper- 
Ing the ſeverity -of the Laws by the Oy! 
of Mercy, and the (weet odour of bene- 
hcency. 

7. Continency. By not giving thereins 
to Luxury, but by bridling your appetites 
and concupilſcences ; and the more 1fbet- 
ty you have, the. leſs abuſing it unto I: 
centiouſneſs. 


8. Moderation of Paſſions, By choofing 
rather 
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rather to get the conqueſt over evil Paſ- 
ſions, than by domineering over Na- 
tions. 

9. The ſtudy of Humility and Prayer. 
By doing all theſe, not.for vain-glory,bur 
for the glory of God, *and the attainment 
of Eternal felicity : and again, by never 
negle&ing that moſt noble ſacrifice of 
Humility and Prayer. | 

Theſe Rules or Laws hath Saint Ay- 
zitine fixed upon the double gates of the 
world, are a glaſs fir for Princes to look 
into, But, O ye Romans, how far have 
ye pone aſtray from the way that leadexh 
unto the gates whereon theſe Laws are 
fixed! Not to ſpeak of other things, you 
haveinſtead of one and the only true God, 
brought in innumerable others, to wor- 
ſhip them which are no Gods, For Rome 
ſeemed to make it a great matter of Rel1- 


| gion, to refuſe no falſity 3 and when ſhe 


ruleſt almoſt over all nations, to ſerveand 
follow the errors of all Nations. 
But to let theſe things paſs alſo + how 


vain and ridiculous a thing 1s it for them, 


to leave behind them all their Eternity in 
Parchments and Papers, in Marble and 
other Stone, in Theaters and Pyramids, 
in Monuments and Tombs ! What is now 
become of their Eterzity which was ſome- 
time carved jn Stone ?. The ſame hath 

D 2 _ hapned 
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riſalem. The Diſciples pointing at the 
buildings of the Temple at 7eru/alem, ſaid 
unto our Saviour Chriſt, after, See what 
manner of Stones, and what buildings art 
bere! Mark 13. 1. Whereupon Chriſt an- 
ſwered. and ſaid, See ye all theſe buildings? 
Verily T ſay unto you, there !hall not be leſt 
here one ſtone upon another, that (ball not be 
thrown down, Matth. 24.2. So there js 
.nothing Eternal in this world, And where 
15 now old Rom? ? If this queſtion be de- 
. manded : the anſwer may be this, Here it 
was. Where are they that built it ? Thy 
are dead and gone. There 1s not ſo much 
as their aſhes left of them. And ere long we 
muſt all po the ſame way, become like a 
ſhadow. return unto duſt, and be reſo!- 
ved into nothing. -Oh the poor and mean 
condition of mortal men, even at the 
greateſt ! Oh the inſtability and frailry of 
the ſtrongeſt men, even in the prime of 
all their ſtrength ! For what is now be- 
.come of all thoſe things, or where are 
they ? they are quite vaniſhed away. Where 
1s their money, which they heaped up be- 
yond belief ? "2:75 ſcattered abroad. Where 
are their ſtately and lofty buildings ? thy 
are not to be ſeen. Such are all things elle, 
.though to us they-ſeem never ſo great, no- 


thing elſe but a meer ſhadow.and a dream, 


if 


hapned unto Rome, which alſo befell 7. 
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if they be compared with Eternity, and” 
thoſe things which are Eternal. The foun- _ 
dation on which the whole fabrick of va-- 

niſhing glory 1s ſet up, 1s too weak and 

mouldering, and made but of Clay, Stone 
and Marble cannot be ingraven with Cha- 
raters and Inſcriptions of Eternity, Well 
faith Lactantius, The works of mortal men 
me mortal. That there was a Babylon, a 
Troy, a Carthage, and a Rome, we be- 
leve : Bur1f we will believe no more than 
we ſee.there be ſcarce any reliques or rul- 
nous parts of them remaining, to per- 
ſwade us rhat there were ſuch Cities. So 
the ſeven wonders ot the world, ſo Nero's 
golden Palace, Dzocletian's hot Baths, Arn- 
tins his Baths, Severns his SeptiZonium, 
7ulizs his Coloſſus, Pompey's Amphithea- 
ter, have no footſtep or print of them 
remaining 3 no, ſcarce upon record, or 
regiſtred in Books. And how far have. 
all of theſe come ſhort of Eternity. 


Arete ——_—_@ 


CHAT, -E 


How far the Romans have . gone aſtray ſrom 
the true way of Eternity. IS 


T Nazareth, in a certain Conclave, 

I called by the name of the blefſed- 
VIrgin,there js jn one place mention made 
D 3 3 
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of a Kingdom, Of which Kingdom there (hall 
be no end,Luk. 1.33.Such was not the King- 
dom of $Solox20n © for that Taſted but four 
hundred years,even to theCaptivity of Ba- 
bylon.Such was not the Kingdom of the Av- 
7.215,neither of the Perſi211s,nor yet of the 
Greeiars, For where are now thoſe King- 
doms in former times moſt flouriſhing ! 
Where are thoſe moſt ancient Monarchies 
- How great was Nebuchadntzar 1n Chalde 
and Syria.and afrer him Bzl 4zzar ? From 
them the Scepter was tranſlated unto the 
Aedes and Perſians, to. Cyrus and Dari, 
Neither continued 1t there long. From 
thence it was tranſlated into Greece, to 4- 
{exander,furnamed the Great, Ring of Mz- 
cedon, for a long time moſt victorious and 
fortunate.But as warlike valour decayed, 
fortune failed. And ſothe Scepter was tran- 
flared into Italy to Fulius Ceſar, and Oflt- 
vianus Auguſtus, What 1s become of all 
theſe Kings ? Where are they ? Butthou,0 
Chriſtian man.ſeek that Kingdom,Of which 
Kingdom there (hall be no end. © Numanthia, 
£thens, Carthage, and Sparta, all are come 
to an end,they are utterly periſhed. But as 
ior the Kingdom which 1s above, Of that 
there ſhall be no end. The King that ruler 
there 1s Eternal, and thoſe that live in that 
Kingdom are Eternal. The Lord ſhall reign 
for ever and tutr, Exod, 15.14. On which 

| words, 
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words. ſaith Origen, Doſt thou think that the 
Lord ſhall reign for ever and ever? Yea, he 
hall reign for ever and ever, and beyond that 
too. Say what thou canſt, thon ſhalr ſtill 
come ſhort of the durarion of his Ring- 
dom : the Prophet will {till add ſomthing 
as for example, after for ever, yet more, and 
ever, or, beyond that too. And yet,faith Idore, 
thcugh this Kingdom be Eternal, though 
infinite,though every way bleſſed.though it 
be promiſed to us, not a word of that. For 
what man 1s there of a thouſand that 
ſpends the leaſt part of a day in medita- 
ting upon that? that ever once makes 
mention of that ? that ever inſtruQs his 
wife, his children, and his ſervants con- 
cerning that ? We prattle much of all 
other things £ but as for heaven there 1s 
ſcarce any mention made of that or if 
there be, ſurely it 1s very rare. In ſet- 


_ ting forth the commendation of his own 


Country, every man is a nimble-rongued 
Orator : But as for that which 1s our true 
Country indeed, we bluſh and are almoſt 
aſhamed, being roo modeſt in commend- 


- Ing that. For it1s come to paſs in theſe 


days, by the diſuſe of holy conference, 
that men think themſelves not witty nor 
facete enough, unleſs they ſpeak idle and 
unprofitable words, and make fool ſh 
jeſts : nay that is not all, unleſs their 
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cheeks ſwell, and their lips run over with 
fhlchy and unſavoury ſpeeches. Oh ! This 
i© topo aſtray quite out of the way. Bur 
cr our hearts and mourhs be filled with 
the praiſe and defire of things Eternal ; let 
our thoughrs and words always run after 
t2cim : we have ns other way to rrue plo- 
ry, but this; and there 1s no true glory, 
but that which 3s Eternal. | 
The chief Prieſts and the Phariſees a- 
moteſt the Jes, ro overthrow Chriſt 
_ power (as they thovght) and to eternize 
their politics Government , aftembled: 
themſcives rogerher in Councel : and by 
their fooliih wiidom (as 1t proved ) made 
Decrees to their own hurt. Ele- 
Anugult, gantly ſpeaketh S. Auguſtine of 
them , Conſulting: and Dehlbe- 
rating together in full Court : The chic 
Prieſts, ſaith he, and the Phariſees took 
ccunſel rogerher what they ſhould do for 
their own good.and yet they faid nor, Lit 
1s believe. The wicked and ungodly men 
ſought more how to hurt and to deſtroy, 
than how toprovide for their own ſecurity, 
that they might be ſaved. And yet they 
were in fearand in counſel : For they ſaid, 
What do we ? For this man doth many Mira- 
cles. If we let him thys alone, all men will 
believe on him. And the Romans {hall 
com?, and tabs away both our Place and 
| Nation, 
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Nation, Joh. 11. 47, 48. They were 
afraid to loſe things Temporal, and never 
thought upon the life which 1s Eternal : 
and fo they loft both. Such 1s the vamity, 
and affteted mockery of our foohſh cogi- 
tations. What are we ? and what 1s all 
that we call ours? To day we flouriſh like 
a flower, we are well ſpoken of,we pleaſe, 
and are in favour with men : But (alas!) 
to morrow our flower will fade, we ſhall 
be ill ſpoken of, and out of favour with 
God and man : man, whom hitherto we 
pleaſed; and God, whom we nevcr ſtu- 
died for to pleaſe. We negleXt Heaven, 
and keep not'earth : We get not the fa- 
vour of God, and loſe the worlds favour.. 
And fo we are moſt deplofately milera- 
ble, anddeſtitute on both ſides. If death 
would bur ſpare thoſe. that are the nappy 
ones of this world, it-may.be they might 
find here ſome glory : ſome, I ſay, ſuch 
3s It is 3 for there 1s none true but thar 
which 1s in heaven, and Eternal, But ' 
( alas! ) death ſpares. no man 3 ſees in 
the dark, -and is not ſeen ; and watches 
his time when he may. ſer upon us, when 
we think not of him. What ſhall become 
of us ? whither will he carry: us, if here we 
have lived wickedly? To the bar of.Chriſts 
judgment, and from thence to rhe pir of 


Hell ; and from thence there 15 no _.re- 
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demption. Nobility from thence ſets ng 
man free : Power delivers no man. The 
applauſe of men formerly given, yields 
there no comfort. Let us here ſeek the 
favour of God and his glory. That 1s the 
true glory which 1s got by the ſhunning of 
yain glory : and there jsno true glory but 
that which 15 Efernal, 
Solomon 1n the Proverbs deſcri- 
Prov. beth Wiſdem hke a Queen, At- 
3, 13, tended by two waiting-maids,F- 
ternity and Glory; the firſt on the 
right hand, the ſecond on rhe left. Gloryis 
nothing worth, if there be not joyned with. 
it Eternity; that which all we Chriſtians 
do expet. For here we have no continuing 
City, but we ſeth one to come, Eternal in tht 
heavens. The righteous ſhall be had in ever- 
laſting remembrance, Heb. 13. 14. 2 CO. 5. 
1. Pſal. 112.6. To give an almes to a 
poor man, to moderate a greedy appe- 
rite, to reſiſt an enemy of chaſtity, theſe 
are works that require not much pains, or 
time for ihe doing : and yet the remem- 
brance of titcfe, together with their re- 
ward, -frall be Eternal. What a ſmall 
thing was it that Mary Magdalene beſtow- 
ed vpon our Saviours feet ! How quickly 
had ſhe done it ! And yet it 15 made known 
tnroaghout the 1 bole world, Matth. 26. 13s 
SO>me others, 3t may be, would have ad- 
mired. . 
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mired other things in her, her cherry 
cheeks, her comely countenance , the 
pleaſant tlower of her youth, her rare 


grace, her great riches, her affability and 
courtefie, and ſuch like. Theſe were not 


_ thethings whichChriſt commends in her ; 


but it was the office which ſhe performed 
unto his feet, The thing 1t ſelf was not 
oreat : and yet 1t was a means to procure 


\ for her Eternal glory, and a never dying - 


name, Tt ſhall be preached throughout the 
whole world : This 1s the Teſtimony of 
Chriſt. This work of hers was not engra- 
ven in marble, nor caſt in braſs, nor pro- 
mulged in the Market place, nor pro- 


_ claimed with a Drum anda Trumpet : and 


yet it hath continued for a memorial of 
her to this day, and ſo ſhall for ever, and 
It ſhall be preached throughout the whole 
world, If yon conſider the 41 it ſelf, 
Tudas Tſcariot the covetous Purſe-bearer 


found fault with it : Simon the ſwelling 


and proud Phariſee condemned it : If the 
matter, it was but an Ointment, at the - 
moſt not worth above thirty ſmall pieces 

of gold : If the place; it was private : It. 
the witneſſes preſent 3 they were but few : 
If the perſon ; ſhe was a woman, and one 
infamous ; And yer for all theſe, It ſhall 
be preached throughout the whole world. 


How many Emperors have advanced their 
Colours: - 
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Colours diſplayed, their victorious and 
r1umphanrt Eagles, and ſet up their Stan- 


dards 1n their Enemies Camp ! How ma 


ny warlike Captains have led popular Ar: 
mies, and commanded them worthuly ! 
How many provident Governours haze 
ruled their people very wiſely ! How ma- 
ny Kings have erected rare Monuments, 
and Statues, and built Caſtles and Cities! 
How many learned men have waſted their 
brains in new Inventions, and have like 
Chymicks, diſhlled them 1nto Receivg; 
of Paper! And to what end all this ? To 
keep their names in continual rememn: 
brance, and to be recorded amongſt wor: 


thy and memorable men. And yet not- 


withſtanding they lodge in the bed of {+ 
lence,and lie buried in the grave of obliv: 
on. But one good work that the righteous 
doth, ſhall be had in everlaſting remem: 
brance : Time and envy ſhall never de 
fice and conceal it ; the wifeſt me), 
Captains, Prelates, and Kings themſelve, 
thall with reverence read and hear 
It jhail be preached throughout the whil 
world. 

The only way then to immortality and 
true Etirrity is, tolive well, and fo todt 
«cll. Go to now, ye Romans, if ye wil 
{eek Et?71ity 1n Statues and Marble mont- 
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for my part will wiſh rather with St. Hie- 
1012, 1n the life of Pay! the Eremite, Oh 


| remember, faith he, Hierome a ſinner, 


who if God had given him the choice , 
would have preferred the poor cloak of 
Paul with his good works before the Scar- 
let-robes of Kings with their Kingdoms, 
Let us Chriſtianz here, whileſt we. have 
time, makeover our riches; for fear leſt 
we loſe them, let us ſend them before us 
into another world : Heaven ſtands open, 
ready to receive them. We need not doubt 
of the ſafe carriage : the Carriers are ve- 
ry faithful and truſty 3 but they are the 
poor and needy of this world. We make 


| over unto them here by way of exchange a 


few things of little value, being to receive 
In heaven an exceeding Eternal weight of 
glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17, For. ſo hath Chri 
promiſed upon the. pertormance of. this 
precept. T ſay unto you, Make to your ſelves 
jriends of the Mammon of anrighteouſneſs : that 
when ye fail, they may receive you into tuer- 
lafling habit ations. Burt let us paſs from.the 
Romans unto otners, 


CHAP, 
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Colours diſplayed, their victorious and 
lumphant Eagles, and ſet up their Stan- 
dards 1n their Enemies Camp ! How ma- 
ny warlixe Captains have led popular Ar- 
mies, and commanded them worthily ! 
How many provident Governours have 
ruled their people very wiſely ! How ma- 
ny Kings have erected rare Monuments, 
and Statues, and built Caftles and Cities! 
How many learned men have waſted their 
brains 1n new Inventions, and have like 
Chymicks, diſtilled them into Receivers 
of Paper And to what end all this ? To 
keep their names in continual remem- | 
brance, and to be recorded amongſt wor- 
thy and memorable men. And yet not- 
withſtanding they lodge in the bed of fi- 
lence,and le buried in the grave of oblivi- 
on. But one good work that the righteous 
doth, ſhall be had in everlaſting remem- 
brance : Time and envy ſhall never de- 
face and conceal it 3 the wifeſt men, 
Captains. Prelates, and Kings themſelves, 
hall with reverence read and hear 1t. 
It thail be preached throughout the wholt 
world. 

 Theonly way then to immortality and 
true Etirrity is, tolive well, and ſo to die 
vcll. Go to now, ye Romans, if ye will 
{eek Eternity in Statues and Marble monu- 


ments : bur you ſhall never find jt ey 
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for my part will wiſh rather with St, Hie- 
-012, 11 the life of Paul the Eremite, Oh 
remember, faith he, Hierome a ſinner, 
who if God had given him the choice, 
would have preferred the poor cloak of 
Paul with his good works before the Scar- 
let robes of Kings with their Kingdoms, 
Let us Chriſtianz here, whileſt we have 
time, makeover our riches; for fear leſt 
we.loſe them, let us ſend them before us 
into another world : Heaven ſtands open, 
ready to receive them. We need not doubt 
of the ſafe carriage : the Carriers are ve- 
ry faithful and truſty 3 but rhey are the 
poor and needy of this world, We make 
over unto them here by way of exchange a 
tew things of little value, being to receive 
In heaven an exceeding Eternal weight of 
glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17, For. ſo hath Chr: 
promiſed upon the pertormance of. this 
precept. T ſay unto you, Mabe to your ſetves 
friends of the Mammon of unvighteouſneſs : that 
when ye fail, they may receive you into tver- 
lating habitations. But let us paſs from.the 
Romans unto otners, 


CRAP, 
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A better way than the former which the Ri" 
mans followed to Eternity. 


Arius the King of the Per//axs, moſt 
notable for his flaughter, had in 

his Army ten thouſand Perfzans, which 
he therefore called immortal 

Cel. (as Celizs Rhodiginus 1nterpre- 
Rho- reth 1t) not becauſe he thought 
digin. they ſhould never die, ( for 
lih. 8. whereare there any ſuch ?) but 
cad. 2. becauſe as any of the number 
&- 1.25, was dimimſhed by ſword or fick- 
cap. T- nels, 1t was preſently made up; 
ſo that ſtill there was neither 

more nor leſs than ten thouſand. Thus 
Darius framed unto himſelf a kind of im- 
mortality and Eternity : But ( alas! ) it 
was a very ſhort one ; for within a little 
ipace, he and all his Army utterly periſh- 
ed. The Preſidents and Princes aſſembled 
together unto Darius, and ſaid thus unto 
him, King Darius, Live for ever, Dan. 6. 6 
Alas, How vain was this wiſh, and how 
ſhort this Eternity? We live but ſeventy 
or eighty years at the moſt : we are but 
in a dream, if we think to live here for 
ever. Not without cauſe therefore X27 xes, 


{when for the conquering and ſubjugating 
Greece - 
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Greece (4 Herodotus reports ) he carried 
with him out of A4/zz two great Armies 
both by Sea and Land (in number three 
and twenty hundred thouſand, ſeventeen 
thouſand, and fix hundred. befides others 
that attended upon Souldiers) upon a day 
taking his proſpe& from a Mountain, and 
beholding his Souldiers, fell a weeping : 
and being asked the reaſon why, He ſaid 
it was, becauſe after a matter of fifty or 
ſixty years, of ſo many hundred thouſand 
men ſo ele& and ſtrong, ſcarce one ſhould 
be found alive. 

We may dream, and feign unto our 
ſelves, I know not what Eternities : Burt 
in the mean time we muſt needs die and. 
are as water ſpilt upon the ground. 2 Salts 
I+ I4, 

"lager and better type of Eternity was 
found out at Conſtantinople, 1n the year 
of our Lord 4539. The Church of Con- 
flantinople, in the time when Gennadizs 
was Biſhop, was augmented by a new and 
noble foundation of a Monaſtery of Ac&- 
mets dedicated to Saint Zohn Baptiſt. 
Theſe Aczmets were ſo called for not 
ſleeping, becauſe they were never all at 
once to ſleep, but ſtill to be exerciſed in 
their courſe night and day in ſinging 
praiſes unto God, Theſe Acemets were 
dvided after this manner into three com- 

| pames 


62 The third Confrderation 


panies : ſo that when the firſt compa- 


ny had made an end of ſinging divine 
praiſes, the ſecond [ſhould begin; and | 


when the ſecond had made an end, the 
rhird ſhould begin, By means of - this 


godly inſtitution, the City had in ſome | 
tort heaven within it ſelf always ſounding” 


with the praiſes of God; or ar leaſt a 
Type or Repreſentation of rhe- Efernity 
in heaven, where God ſhall be praiſed 


for all Eternity, with great delipht and 
cheerfulneſs, and without all wearinefs, 


Therefore hath the Pſalmiſi good cauſe 


to cry out, Bleſſed are they which dwell in 


thy houſe, they will (lil be praiſing Thwt, 
Pal. 84. 4. . Then ſhall all the bleſſed 
ſay, as Peter did upon the: Mountain, I: 

zs good for us to be here, Matth. 19, 
Bernard 4. For, as St. Bernard ſpeak: 
Serm. 2. eth, Eternity 1s true riches with- 
de Om. our meaſure : but he adds-this 
S, SS, withall, Ir 1s-not found. unleis 

it be ſought with perſeverance, 
But how ſhall we ſo ſeck that we may ob- 
rain 1t-? Hear whatthe good Father faith: 
By Poverty, by Meebnſs, and by Tears, 
there js renewed in the ſoul che ſtampand 
image of Eternity, which comprehendeth 
all rimes. Firſt, Poverty 1s the way to 


Eternity. Bleſſed ae the pooy in ſpirit : fit 
thzirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, Marth. 5: 4 


Where 
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Where poor men are diſperſed and forſa- 
ken, there 1s the heart and the money 
locked up together in the cheſt : Where 
money is expended according to the rules 
of Avayice, there 15 no affe or love of po- 
verty, there 1s no deſire or love of Eter- 


| "ity. Secondly, Meebneſs +: By Meehneſs 


ne make our ſelves ſecure of things pre- 
ſent, and have an afſurance of things 
tocome. Bleſſed are the meek.,ſor they ſhall 
inherit the earth, Mat. 5. 8. If any man ack. 
What ſhall we fay of him that 1s void of 
Meebneſs and Patience. that can ſcarce at 
any time ſpeak a mild word ? Whar gains 
he by his 1implacable impatience? What 
doth 1t profit him to rageand fret with 1n- 
dignation, to make outcries and tumults, 
to ſhew his will to do miſchief, though he 
cannot effe&t what he would 3 or to con- 
clude, to ſalute no man civilly, as if he' 
were an enemy to all humanity and affa- 
bility ? Whart ſhall we ſay of ſuch a man ? 
[t there be any ſuch, he 1s ſure to ſuffer 
loſs of goods or good name or both. . For 
the riches which he hath, he \5-agy 
not, but keeps them like a dog,whoſe pro- 
perty is to bark at a man, to fly upon him; 
and to bite him : as for his good name, 1f 
he have any,” he ſhall nor augment it by 
the title of impatience : and as for Hea- 
ven, he loſeth that before he hath taken 

poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of it. Thirdly, Tears. Forhy 
weeping and mourning we redeem the 
time paſt, we recover what we prodigall 
ſpent by finning. But this mourning and 
ſorrow muſt not laſt for an hour only, 
for a day :-for this 1s nothing elſe but to 
do as he did, who at his mothers death 
put on mourning-clothes, . forced for the 
preſent a few tears, and fo went along af- 
rer the bler, and lefr her not till tie faw 
her buried 3 butrhe ſame day, or the next 
day after, wiped away a!l tcars from his 
eyes, changed his weeping into taughing, 
caſt off kis mourning clothes, and put on 
colours. This 1s not to mourn 1n good 
earneſt, to make an end of mourning (0 
ſuddeniy. But this we do ( alas ! ) too 
often. To day we make puvlick confeflion 
of our fins to God, and here Abſolutson; 
we repent us of our fins, and receive the 
holy Communion : and within a day after 
we fin again with delight, and without 
fear, and oftentimes more grievouſ]y than 
before. We deteſt for the preſent thc 
wicked courſe of our life paſt ; and wet 
turn again to the ſame paſs, We forſwear 
the ſins which we formerly committed; 
and again the ſame day we commit tie 
ſame. So with tie ſame tongue we pro- 
claim Chriſt innocent, and crucifie hin 
afreſh, as if we were the true Brochen 
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of Poitins Pilate, who with ane and the 
ſame mouth did both abſolve him and 
condemn him, confeſling that he found no 
canſe of death inhim, Luke 23. 22, 24. and 
yet adjudging him to be crucified. Weare 
very fickle and inconſtant, bur in nothing 
more conſtant than in the repition of a 
vicious courſe of life. Alas / alas! we car- 
ry too much. of the Moon, that 1s, Incon- 
ſtancy jn our breaſt. Sometimes we are ſo 
zealous and ſo holy, that we will nor ad- 
mit of a cheerful countenance, for fear 


| leſt itſhould hinder our ſanaity and devo- 


tion : we look demurely, caſting out eyes 


'down to the ground,and knit the brows, as 


being angry with our felves, when we find 
in our ſelves the leaſt remiſsneſs or coldneſs 
in holy duties. Burt this ſanity and devo- 
tion doth never continue long : after a 
while we begin to hate even piety it ſelf: 
and the ſtream being turned,we turn again 
to our former riot and intemperance 3 and 
ve are as ready to diflolve the knot of 
friendſhip made betwixt God and us.as at 
the firſt we were unwilling to have 1t knit. 
Atlength Pizty, attended with ſorrow and 
repentance, preſents her ſelf again unto us, 
and put to flight laſciviouſnels, unnl the 
time comes that we begin to rent us of 
our repentance, So we ſeldom continue 
long in any honeſt and godly courſe, for 

It 
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It ſeems unto us too Taborious: and at &- 
very light beck we row down the ſtream of 
our former uncleanneſs. Such 1s the jn- 
conſtancy of-our life, that 1t preſents unto 
our minds all ſorts of pleaſures and vices, 
We make an outward ſhew of adoring vir- | 
rue ! bur in heart and mind we fall down 
and worſhip vice ; a moſt laborious kind 
of fervice.This is not the way unto Eternity, 
unleſs it be of puniſhment and torments 
which ſhall have no end. | 

Let us ſingle our-one Chriſtian man of 
many, and ſuch a oneeſpecially as 15 moſt 
addicted to his pleaſure 3 let us carry him 
along with us to the mouth of a Furnace 
red hot and flaming ; and then let us begin 
to queſtion him after this manner : How 
much pleaſure wouldeſt rliou ask tocontt- 
nue burning in this Furnace for one day ? 
He. will anſwer to this undoubtedly, I 
would not be tormented in theſe flames 
for one day, to gain the whole world and 
all rhe pleaſures in the world. Burt let us | 
propound another condition unto him. 
What reward wouldſt thou ask to endure 
this fire only for half a day? Propound . 
what reward you will, there is nothing ſo 
delicare.ſo precious,ſo dear unto me,which 
T would be willing tobuyat fo dear a price, 
as theſe torments, Bur: to try once more, 


What reward and . pleaſure wouldſt _ 
as 
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ak to go into this furnace.and to ſtaythere 
but one hour? His anſwer certainly will be 
this, Let the moſt covetous and impudent 
man in the world ask what he can, that 1s 
not to be compared with the unutrerable 
and unſ{ufferable ſcorchings and torments 
of this fire, though they ſhould laſt but for 
one hour. If theſe anſwers be good and 
agreeable ro right reaſon, How comes it 
to paſs, O God, that for a little gain, and 
that but vile, for deceitful honour, and 
thar fugitive, for filthy pleaſures, and that 
not long, ſo many men ſo little regard E- 
i141 puniſhment 1n Hell-fire! We can- 
not be perſwaded with any reward, no, 
thoagh 1t be to gain a whole world to ſtay 
vut for one hour 1n fire Temporal: and yet, 
if either gain at any time 1nvited us, or if 
honour {mileth upon us, or pleaſure allu- 
reth us, we never fear Hell and fire Etey- 
1 Butthou wilt ſay, I hopefor better ; 
God 1s merciful, and his goodneſs will not 
luffer me to deſpair,or to be terrified with 
the fear of evil to come. So indeed we are 
Font ro. ſpeak : and the words in them- 
(elves are not impious, if our works were 
pious, Bur for the moſt part our works are 
luch, that if we rightly conſiJer them, we 
have little cauſe to hope for mercy. It is a 
very dangerous and fooliſh part, for a man 
o live in a conſtant courſe of Tae” +" 
an 


68 The third Conſideration 


and to hope for Eternity amongſt the bleſ- 
ſed. Alas ! one fin 1s ſufficient to con- 
demn us. Knoweſt thou not what Chriſt 
hath threatned in the Goſpel ? Whoſoever 
ſhall ſay unto his brother, Thou fool, ſhall by 
in danger of Hell fire, Matth. $. 22. Know- 
eſt. thou not what Chriſt hath forbidden ? 
Whoſoever looketh upon a woman to luft after 
her, hath committed Adultery with her al- 
ready in his heart. 'v. 28. Knoweſt thou not 
what Chriſt hath premoniſhed ? Not ery 
one that ſaith Lord, Lord, (hall enter into tht 
Kingdom of Heaven : but he which doth the 
Will of my Father which is in heaven. Matth, 
7. 21. Knomeſt thou not that Chriſt ſhall 
ſhut many our of the gate ? H? that loveth 
father or mother more than me, i5 not worth} 
of me; And he that takbeth not his croſs and 
followeth aſter me, us not worthy of mt. 
Martth. 10. 37,33. Knoweſt thou not what 
Chriſt hath openly and plainly faid, and 
again repeated ? Many be called, but ſem 
choſen : Matth. 20.16.& 22. Few indeed, 
yea very few. Knoweſt thou not how often 
Chriſt hath exhorted to amendment of ite: 
Except ye be converted, and become as litti 


children, ye (hall not enter into the Kingdon 


if Heaven, Matth, 18. 3. If thy hands or tly 
foot offend thee, cut them off, and caſt thn 
from thee : It 3s better for thee to entor ill 


life, halt and maimed, rather than "_ 
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two hands, or two fezt, to be caft into ever- 
lafting fire, v. 8. Except ye repent, ye ſhall 
all likewiſe periſh, Luk. 13. 3- And not 
long after, Strive to enter in at the fraight 
gate : for many, IT ſay unto you;- will ſeth 
to enter in, and ſhall not be able. ver. 24. 
Knoweſt thou not how expreſly St. Paul 
recites up all thoſe things that hinder us 
from entering into that bleſſed Eternity ? 
The works of the fleh are manifeſt, which 
are thiſe, Adultery, Fornication, Unclean- 
ws, Laſciviouſneſs, Tdolatry , Witchcraft, 
Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, 
Seditions, Herefies, Envyings, Murders , 
Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like : of 
the which I tell you before, as I have told 
jou in time paſt, that they which do ſuch 
things, ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. Nowif any man be 
guilty to himſelf of any one of theſe ſins 
here reckoned up,and 15 not fogrieved for ' 
It, that he ſeeks by all means poſſibleto a- 
void it for the time-to come, he may ſing 
tw himſelf if he will, this vain Spero,T hope, 
ar1I hope : but this mans hope is indeed 
none at all, but mere raſhneſs and pre- 
ſumption. For a man to adventure the 
danger of ſtripes and blows, is anevil thar 
may be born. To loſe at play an hundred 
o a thouſand: Florens, is a great misfor- 
tune, but may be endured, To = -” 
ca 


70. The third Conſideration 


head at ſtake, and to bring his life in dan- 

er; 15 4 bad adventure 3 but at the wort 
It is butloſs of life, and that loſs is not of 
all other the greateſt. But to hazard the 
eternal ſalvation both of body and ſoul, by 
living at uncertainties,by hoping in words, 
and deſpairing in works, nullifying hope 
by a wicked and ungodly life :- this is the 
moſt extreamelt of all evils : this is the 
moſt grievous misfortunes a man can fall 
Into : this 15 moſt pernicious rafhneſs and 


boldneſs : this 1s extream folly and mad-. 


neſs. Now confider this, ye that forget God, 
left he tear you in pieces, and there be none ta 
deliver you, Plal. 50. 22. 


Lo —— 


CHAP. It. 


That the way of Eternity is diligently and 
carefully to be ſought after. 


l| ET every Chriſtian man therefore 
2 Often ask himſelf, and others alſo 
which are in the place of God, this queſſ!- 
on, What ſhall I do that I may obtain 
bleſſed Eternity, or Eternal bleſſednels? 
Am TI in the right way. that leadeth unto 
Eternity ? Something I do indeed, but 1t 
1s but very little, and not worth ſpeaking 
of, I thirſt and breath after the joys which 
are immortal and Eternal : but few are my 


works, cold and imperfe& art the beſt, and 
altogether 
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alrogether unworthy of an Eternal reward. 
I think it long till IT arrive at the haven: 
but 1 am afraid of the troubleſome waves 
and tempeſts by the way ? when as yet 
Schhiading that 15 the ſafeſt and beſt 
way unto heaven,which 15 moſt rough and 
narrow. This 1s the very Truth it ſelf of 
Gods mouth pronounceth, and Chriſt pro- 
claimeth, ſaying, Enter ye in at the Pratt 
gate: For wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way that leadeth to deftruftion , and many 
there be (alack ! roo many ) that gon thereat. 
Becauſe ſtrait 7s the gate, arid narrow 1s the 
way which leadeth unto life ; and few there be 
(alack ! too few) that find it, Matth. 19, 
13, 14, Again, Strive to enter in at the 
trait gate : For many, T ſay unto you. will ſeeh 
to ter in, and ſhall not be able, Luk. 13. 
24 Oh what a fearful word 1s that , 
MANY; and that FEW ! How 
ſhould it make us tremble ! But we miſe- 
rable men deceive our ſelves, rafhly pro- 
miſing unto our felves Eternity-: and yet 
1 cannot rell whether we may be more 
truly faid to hope, or to dream, that we 
hall bereckoned amongſt thoſe few before 
mentioned, Would ro God now, even 
ww whileſt it zs the accepted time, and the 
day of Salvation, 2 Cor. 6. 2. we would 
have a diligent and an intent eye upon 
Eternity, and reaon thus with our'felves : 

F, Alas! 
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Alas.! What 1s all this thar I ſufter ; Or, 
that I ſee others ſuffer ? It 15 nothing if jt 
be compared with Eternity, What if] 
could reckon up as many labours and pe. 
rils as Saint Paul himſelf did undergo, x; 
_they'are by him ſet down 1n his ſecond 
Epiſtle to the Corinthiars.and the eleventh 
Chapter? 2 Cor. 11. 27+ If I ihould en- 
dure hunger and thirſt, enmities and jnju- 
ries, ficxnels and poverty ? Yea more, 
what if I were ſloned with Saint Paul, and 
beaten with rods? What if I ſuffered ſhip- 
14.:cb ? ver. 25. All theſe arenothingt 
punſnments Eternal, Therefore in all ad- 
verfity, I muſt thus think with my (elf, | 
frall [ze a1 ed of all, Pal: 119. 96. 

The Prophet Daniz{ having reckoned up 
{undry calamities, at length adderh thete 
words, Even to the time of the end ; becauſt 
it is yet for a time appointed, Dan, 11. 3s 
Come hither, come hither, all ye that are 
in affliction, in ſorrow, need, ficknels, 0r 
any othcrcalamity, Whydo ye drown your 
{clves in your own tears? why do ye make 
your life bitter unto you with impatience 
and complaining ? Here 1s comfort for 
you, great comfort drawn from the time 
of that ſuffering. Are divers calamitis 
upon you ? Be not caſt down : have a good 
courage : they ſhall continue only jo s 
time; Do ye ſuffer contumely and Me 
proach: 
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roach? are ye wearied with 1njuries ? 
are other troubles multiplied upon you ? 


[ceaſe ro lament 3 all theſe ſhall laſt but 


5 4 time; they (ſhall nor laſt for ever; 
your ſighing ſhall have an end. 

Tears may diftill from your eyes for 4 
tin; bur ghes and groaus ſhall nct arife 
from your hearts for ever. "The time 1s at 
hand, when you ſhall be delivered from 
al grief ; and be tranſlated unto everlaſt- 
ing happineſs. This is moſt clear by that 
in F:cleſraſticus, A patient man will bear 
tir atime, and afterward joy ſhall fpring np 
wto him, Ecclus. 1.23. Burt ye alſo which 
think your ſelves the only happy men on 
arth, and the darlings cf the world,know 
thus much, and be nor proud, neither 
life up your horn; All your ſeeming hap- 
pineſs (for it is no more at the beſt) hath 
but ſhort and narrow bounds and limits, 
and is quickly paſſed over. Your triumph- 
Ing is but for a timez your golden dreams 
aſt but for 4 time 3 after atime, and thar 
not long, death will command you to put 
of Fortunes painted vizard, and ſtand a- 
mong the croud, Then ſhall ye truly ap- 
pear ſo much the more unhappy, by how 
much the more ye ſeemed to your ſelves 
before, in your own fooliſh imaginations, 
moſt happy. Therefore whether ſorrow 
or joy, all is bunt for 4 time in this es 
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It is Eternity alone which is not concluded 
within any bounds of time. Whether 
therefore the body ſuffer or the mind;whe- 
ther we loſe riches or honours ; whether 
our patience be exerciſed by ſorrow or 
grief, cares, or any afflitions, inward or 
outward all js but painted and momenta- 
ny, if we think upon Eternal puniſhments, 
For when fifty thouſand years ſhall be 
paſſed after the day of Judgment, there 
ſhall. ſtz1] remain fifty thouſand Millions of 
years; and whenthoſehkewiſe are paſſed, 
tnere ſhall ſtil] remain more and more, 
and yet more Millions of years, and there 
ſhall never be an end. But who thinks 
upon theſe things? who weighs and conſi- 
ders them well with himſelf ? Sometimes 
we ſeem to have favour of things Eternal : 
but we are toffed up and down with the 
motions and thoughts of things paſt, and 
things future ; our heart wavereth, and 1s 
full of vanity. Who will eſtabliſh it, and 
ſer it in a ſure place, thar it may ſtand a 
while, and ſtanding admire, and admi- 
ring be raviſht with the ſplendor of Eter- 

zity, which always ſtafids, and 

never paſſeth away ? Well did 

Myrogenes , when Euſtachius 

Archbiſhop of Feruſalem ſent 

gifts unto him, he did very 


well, I fay, in refuſing them , 
| and 
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2nd ſaying, Do but one thing for me, On- 
ly pray for me, that I may be delivered 
from Eternal torment. Neither = 
wasTully out of the way when he Tull. 
aid, No humane thing can ſeem Tiſc. 
yreat unto a wiſe man.who hath gugſ?. 
the knowledg of all Eternity,and lib. 3. 
of the magnitude of the whole 
world. But Franczs, the Author of the 
Order of the Franciſcans, hath a ſaying 
ar better than that of T#{ly, The pleaſure 
that is here, ſaith he, 1s bur ſhort ; but 
the puniſhment that ſhall be hereafter, is 
infinire : The labour that 1s here, 1s but 
{mall ; but the glory which ſhall be here- 
after, 1s Eternal. Take your choice. Ma- 
ny are called, few choſen, but all reward- 
&d according to their works, 

Let us haſten our repentance therefore, 
whileſt we have time. Itis bet- 
ter, ſanth Gyerricys, to be pur- Guery, 
ped by water than by fire, and Serm. 
Itis far eaſier. Now 1s the time de P#4. 
for repentance 3 Let our timely 
repentance therefore prevent puniſhmenr, 
Whoſoeveris afraid of the hoar froſt, the 
inow ſhall fall upon him; he which feareth 
the leſſer detriment, ſhall ſuffer a greater 
he which will not undergo the light bur- 
den of Repentance, ſhall be forced to un- 
dergo che moſt heavy burden and moſt 

E 3 grievous 
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7rievous puniſhment of Hell. S. Grege- 
7 hath a ſaying to this purpoſe; Some 
faith he, whiteft they are afraid of Ten- 
#5r4! puniſhments, run themſelves upon 
Eternal Panifhment, _ Hither we may add 
har of Pacian; Remember, faith he,that 
*n heil thcore 1s no place for confeſlion of 
1:75, 9 place for Repentance 3 for then 
it 15 t09 lare torepent.and the time1s paſt, 
Maxe haſt therefore whileſt you are in the 
way. Weare afraid of Temporal fire, and 
the Excctimers hands 3 but what are 
theſe to the clawsof tormenting 
Anhr. {cils, and the Everlaſting fire 
4). 8, of Hell ? The Counlcl of Saint 
adVirg, Ambroſe to a lapſed Virgin fits 
lapſe well jn this place, 
True Repentance, faith he, 
viightnot to be zn word only,but indeed 3 
and this is true Repentance indeed, if 
thou ſertcſt before thine eyes from what 
glory thou art fallen z and conſidereſt 
wich thy ſelf out of what book thy nameis 
blotced ; and bcheveſt that now thou art 
near unto utter darkneſs, where there 15 
weeping & gnaſhing of teeth without end. 
And when thou art certainly perſwaded 
that theſe things are true, as indeed they 
are, ſecing that the ſoul thar ſinnerh 3s 1n 
danger of Hell fire, and there 1s no means 
after Baptiim left to eſcape, bat only Re- 
Pentance 3 
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pentance 5 be content to ſufier any la- 
hour, and ro undergo any ation, to be 
freed from Eternal pumſhment. The dif- 
caſes of the body move the fick man to 
purge the body : Let the diteaſes of our 
ſouls move us allo to take the purgation of 
repentance : let the detire of our ſalvation 
move us : let the fear of Eternal death 
and Eternal torments move us : let the: 


. hope of attaining Eternal lite and Eternal 


olory move us. Let us embrace that 
which purgeth the foul, and let us eſchew 
that vihich polluteth 1t, And nothing de- 
files the ſoul more than a flrhy body, 
Faith;fu] 1s this counſel of Saint Ambroſe, 
and worthy of us to be embraced, 

O Chriſt Jeſus, grant unto us that we . 
may (9 poſle(s things tranſitory and tempe- 
wa, that finally we loſe not the things 
which arc Etcnal:; and give us grace to 
walk in their ſteps,and to follow their good 
example, of whom Saint Augnline ſpeak- 
th 3 Many there are, faith he, that wil- 
lingly come under;the yoke,arft of proud 
and haughty men, become humble and 
lowly, defiring to be what before they de- | 
ſpiſed, and hating to be what before they 
were ; paſſing. by, like. ſtranpers, things 
preſent.and making haſte with greedinels | 
after things to come. They pant in tFeir 
running towards their Etiyual Country, - 
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preferring Abſtinence -before Fulneſs, 
Watching before Sleep, and Poverty be- 
tore Riches, accounting labour in the 
conqueſt of vices to be but pleaſure,loving 
their enemies, paſling by injuries; and 

all for the hope of an Eternal reward. And 
who then would not ſufter any extremity 
and Jahour.to purchaſe unto themlelves an 
Eternal reward * 
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Hiw holy David meditated upon Etervity, 
and how we ſhould imitate him, 


-\Hat God ſhould puniſh the Apo- 
flate Angels and men condemned 
at the laſt day, with Eternal pu- 
niſhments, this hath ſeem« d ſo ſtrange to 
ſome and fo incredible, that Origen him». 
ſelf (aman otherwiſe of an adnnrable wit 
and excellent learning, very well skilled 
in Scripture, hath been ſo bold as to 
teach, that the Devils and the Damned 
after a certain time, when they ſhall be - 
lufficiently purged by the fire from their - 
fins, ſhall at length be reſtored 
fo grace. But S. Auguſtine and L3b.21 De 
others convince him andcon- civitate 
demn him of this his error. Dei, caps 
Yetnotwirhſtandingrhis exror 23. &c. 
nath found inthe world many . 
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favourers. Certain Hereticks called the 
Aniti, have diſſeminated and ſcattered jt 
throughout Spain, by divers their inter. 
pretations.Some thought that all the dam. 
ned, others that Chriſtians only, others 
that Catholicks only, others that thoſe 
only that had been more liberal than o- 
thersin giving of alms, ſhould be deliver- 
cd at length out of Hell. Though St. Ay- 
gulline hath not refuted theſe their errors, 
yet the holy writ hath done it plainly and 
_ openly. Matth. 25. 41. Depart Pow me 
ve curſed into everlaſting fire : And again, 
ver. 46. And theſe ſhall go away into ever- 
laſting puniſhment, but the righteous into life 
Eternal. - Here no Gloſles or Interpreta- 
tions will ſerve their turn to defend their 
errours. Wherefore the Divine Pſalmif 
King David, though he delighted much in 
the conſideration of both times, that - 
which was paſt, and that which was to 
come. Mine eyes, ( ſaith he ) prevent the 
neht-watches : Pal. 119. 148. and a- 
gain in another place, Thou halde[s mine 
eves waking : Tam fo troublid that I cannt 
ipeab, Plal. 77. 4. What was it, Bleſ- 
ſed Prophet, that thus broke thy ſleep ? 
* What bufineſs hadſt thou to do ſo early, 
before day-light? What cauſed thee ſo to 
keep ſilence.and to be troubled in mind ? 
Hear what he faith, I bave Ts 

as 


Ns Eternity, 33 


aays of old, and the years of ancient times, 
and the years of Eternity I have had in my 
mind, Plal. 77. 5. Lo, this was the thing 


that broke his ſleep, when he compared 


the years that were paſt with the years that 
were to come, and with Eternizy, Net- 
ther did he thus 1n the day only,but I call to 
remembrance, ſaith he, my ſong in the night : 
I commune with my own heart, and my ſpirit 
made diligent ſearch, ver. 6, And what 
moved him to this nightly exerciſe ? Wil 
the Lord caſt off for ever? and will he be ſa- 
wurable no more ? 1s bis mercy clean gone for 
ter ? See how he fears and trembles at 
the very conſideration of Eternity..how he 
is afraid of Gods judgments, leſt God 
ſhould puniſh them with Eternal pumſh- 
ment.And whatis the end and cffe& of this 
Meditation ? And T ſaid, This is mine in- 
frmity : But I will remember, &Cc. or, 
Now I will begin. So 1n an inſtant, at rhe 
very ſame minute, he hecame better than 
he was, and delayed not, neither did he 
defer his Repentance, and pur it off till 
worſe yearsz But, faith he, Now I will 
w2in, now I will live a more godly life 
than I have done. He faith not, After 
\uch an hour, or after ſuch a day 3 bur, 


| Now, even now, TI, will ſome men ſay, 


if I were as David was : If Icould medi- 
tare of Eternity as bleſſed David did, it 
may 
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may be then I would readily and with 


alacrity ſay with David, Now I will be 
gin: But I am ſo intangled with daily 
cares, ſo hindred with worldly buſineſs, 
ſo diſtracted into divers parts one way or 
other, that I cannot, I liveamongſt men; 
I fee and hear much evil ; I %ave no time 


or leiſure once to have ſo good a thought in. 


mind as the thought of Eternity, When 
we mcet together in company to make 
merry, amidſt our ſports,and amongſt our 
cups, we never confer about ſuch grave 
points : our minds wander up and down 
about many things, and cannot then fix 
themſelves upon the conſideration of Eter- 
nity, At our feaſts and merry-meetings, 
we take our cups, and pleaſe our ſelves 
in making jeſts : Thoughts of Eternity 


are too ſeyere., too ſad and melancholick” 


to be entertained by us; we bantſh ſuch 
ont cf our company. We enquire what 
news out of Italy, or France, or Spain, 
That which you tell us of ſoofren conzern- 
ing Heaven and Hell; is now old, and 
grown ſtale. We know it well enough al- 
ready , what necd you repeat it ſo often, 
till we loath it ? So by this means there 15 
no place or time left once to think upon 
Eteriity. O Chriſtian Brother, 1t 1s. true 
tadeed which thou ſayeſt, I cannot deny 
'K. But I could wiſh thou wouldſt be as 
ready 
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ready and forward to amend thy fault, as 
to confeſs it. Itis too clear and manifeſt, 
we ſee it with our eyes, that there 1s litcle 
or no care in the world of Eternity, al- 
though one thing or other every day ſtill 
puts, usin mind oft. 

The Book of the Rites. and Ceremonies 
of the Church of Romeat the Conſecration 
of their Biſhops doth appoint theſe words 
to be recited, Annos Eternos in mente habe, 
Keep ſtill in mind the years of Eternity; or, 
Think upon Eternity, For when the Pope 
new Ele&, in a ſolemn manner 13 carried 
along to St. Peters Church, there goes one 
before him, having in his hand burning 
flax, and ſhaking it, he repeateth thrice 
theſe words, Pater Sante, [5 tranſit gloria 
mundi, Holy Father, ſo the glory of the world 
paſſeth away. It were a devout and godly 
practice, ifwe did every day at the begin- 
ning and end of all our a&ions, ſay unto 
our ſelves theſe words, Annos Aternos in 
mente habe, Think upon Eternity, But e- 
ſpecially when we are tempted unto any 
ſin, when the Devil ſuggeſts and puts into - 
our minds 111 thoughts,and when cur Con- 


| feience is in danger of being wounded, O 
then Think upon Eternity. 


CHAP. 
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CHAT 
Divers adjonitions to think upon Eternity, 


Hilip Ring of Macedon appointed a cer- 
P rain noble young man to ſalute him 
thrice every morning aficr this manner, 
Philippus, homo 6s Remember dog Thok 
art but a man; that bcing put daily in 
mind of lis mortality,he might carr fim- 
ſelf rowards mortal men like a moral man, 
Much more ought cvery good Chriſtian 
man, and true member of the Catholick 
Church.,to be a monitor unto himſelf.and 
with due conſideration thrice at the leaſt 
every day ſay to himſelf, Eternity, Eterni- 
ty, Eternity | Why ſo ? Set thine bouſe it 
or der((aith the Prophet to King Heebiab ;) 
For thou thalt die and not live. There will 
come an evening for certain, after which 
thou ſhalt (ce no morning 3 or there will 
come a morning, after which thou ſhalr 
ſee no evening. Have an eſpecial care 
therefore in all thy ations, that thou 
woundeſt not thy Conſcience; and truſt 
not too far to thoſe things that periſh, for 


fear leaſt thou thy lelf rogether with them | 


doſt hkewiſe periſh, and finally loſe the 
_ things thac are Eternal. 
It is a cuſtom in Germany, and not to 


be diſliked.in the evening when a Candle 


Is 
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sfirſt ighted, or brought into a room, to 
fay, Deus det nobis lucem Eternam, God 
grant unto us light Erernal. We ſhall do 
well to imitare the Germans1n this cuſtom : 
or rather it is already in uſe,and hath been 
long ago in many parts of this Kingdom,to 
ſay, God grant 1s the light of Heaven, Tr 1s 
very good daily to putus1n mind of Eter- 
my, 

There is likewiſe a kind of Eternity in 
ſlavery and impriſonment, but infamous 
and horrible, Ir is a cruel puniſhmenrt,and 
worſe than death itſelf in ſome mens judg- 
ment, to be condemned to perpetual im- 

riſonment, or to be a perpetual Gally- 
v Ve, 

Thoſe which are oppreſſed with ſickneſs 
or other ſorrows, do Fkewiſeima ine with 
themſelves, that even in their ſufferings 
there isa kind of Eternity. Whence 1t comes 
to paſs that we often hear them. utter ſuch 
diſtempered ſpeeches as theſe, Will this laſt 
always? Shall T flill without end be nailed 
jaſt to my bed ? ſhall I ſuffer theſe pains and 
forrows perpetually ? ſhall T always be thus 
vered and tormented ? Alack ! theſe Eter- 
ies are but ſhort, and ſoon come to an 
end. But if it be ſo grievous to fleſh and 
blood to endure ſlavery or impriſonment 
here on earth, though but for a moment 


(forour life is no longer, according to Da- 
| vid's 
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Vids meaſure, but a ſpan, which is very 


hore) what care and diligence, and what! 


circumipeRtion ought we to uſe, that we 


be nor caſt into the priſon of hell.and into. 


ene tarhomlets pit, where there 15 ſlavery 
and 1nprifonment, pain and rormcent, to 
be endured throughout all ages, beyond 
ail timcs, ven to all Erornity ; 


-» PE In 
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That Eternity tranſcends all nuwnbers of 4: 
rItnmatich, 
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Ee IS. a very common and well. 


known Arithmetick,which children 

are taught when they firſt go to School ; 
and this 5 it. Suppoſe there was a moun- 
tain of very fine ſand as big as the whole 
earth, or rather much higger : then ſup- 
poſe that every year an Angel ſhould take 
from this mountain one.and bur one grain 
of ſand 3 how many thouſand, and thou- 
ſand, and again I fay thouſand, yea hos 
many hundred thouſand, and yet more, 
how many thoufand millions of years mult 
there needs paſs, before it can be percet- 
ved that the mountain 15 grown leſs,or any 
whit diminiſhed ? Let a man that 1s skti- 
fulin Arithmertick fit down, and begin to 
calt, how many years muſt paſs before the 
moun- 
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mountain, or half the mountain be remc- 
ved by the Angel. Certainly we cannot 
conceive that ever he ſhall be able to caſt 
up thetotal number of the ſand, But here- 
in are we miſtaken : for although we can- 
'not cenceive it poſſible to be done, yet it 
may be done, But Eternity exceeds this 
number of years beyond all compariſon, 
It is moſt certain : for between a thing j1- 
— || littand a thing infinite theve 1s 10 cOMParis 

ſon, n1 proportion» Eternity hath no limite, 
4. | 9 terms, no bounds, none at all. Bur 
” | ſuppoſe the damned ſhould burn in Hell 

no longer, than till the mountain by graia 
ll F after grain, year after year, ſhould by the 
a | Angel be quite removed': yet what an 1n- 
J 


comprehenſible number of years muſt firſt 
paſs, before they can expe& to ſee the day 
of deliverance ! But (alas !) there 1s no 
- | ſuchday to be expeRed ; their torments 
| fhallhaveno end : After that incompre- 
NF henfible number of years, it ſhall betruly 
laid, Now beginneth their Eternity, their 
Etirmty 18 not in any part expired, they 
areas far from the end of their torments as 
they were at the beginning. After a thou- - 
and years, yea after a hundred thouſand 
years, thereſhal not be an end,or middle, 
or beginning of Eternity : for the meaſure 
of Eternity is Always. The ſame art of 


Arithmetick about the buſineſs of Eternity, 
A 
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2 late Divine teacheth, in words ſomewhat 
dferenr, but in meaning all one with the 
former. I therefore add 1t,becauſe a man 
can never ſufficiently think or ſpeak of it, 
Confider,fajth he,wiatis the lenpth of E- 
ternity. Hom long ſhall God and 
mis Satnts reign? How long ſhall 
the damned burn in Hell ? For 
ever. How long 1s that? Imagine 
an hundred thouſand years.A- 
las: That 1s nothing in reſpect of Eternity, 
Imagine ten hundred thouſandyears,yeaſo 
many ages: Yetthat 15 nothing, Eternity is 
ſtill as long as ir was. Imagine a thouſand 
millions of years : And yet that 15 nothing, 
Ete-nity 15 not a whit ſhortned. Imagine yet 
more 4 10000000000000000000000000 
oooo;thouſand-thouſand ; thouſand-thou- 
fand ; thouſand-thouſand ; thouſand-thou- 
ſand-Millions of years. Imagine, I fay, the 
damned ſhould burn in Hell ſo many years, 


Cornelt1s 

d Lapiae in 
cls Exod. 
Ver. 8. 


and yet thou haſt not found the very begin- 


ning of Eternity. Imagine once more ſo ma- 
ny millions of millions of years as there are 
drops in theSca,and yet thou art not come 
to the beginning of Eternity Such for cont!- 
nuance 1s the Eternityof joy into which rhe 
bleſſed ſhall enter, and the Eternity of tor- 
ments which the damned ſhall ſuffer.O ]c- 
{us ſpare us, ſpare us O Jeſus, O Jeſus fave 


us. Have mercy upon us, Ogoud Jeſus, and | 


* ſuffer 


I 
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ſuffer us not to be plunged headlong inta 
the bottomleſs pit. to be tormented with 
the damned for all Eterniy. 

Bur yet if God would but ſay unto the 
damned.let the earth be covered with moſt 
fine ſand, and let the world befilled there- 
wih,and let irbe heaped up fohigh as hea- 
ven,and then let an Angel come once in c- 
rery thouſand years, and take cne grain of 
ſand out of this heap. z when after fo _ 
thouſand years as there be grains of ſand, 
the Angel ſhall have removed the whole 
heap,then will I deliver you out of Hell : O 
how would the damned exult and rejoyce 
and notthink themſelves damned ! Bur (a- 
14s) after ſo many thouſands of years there 
remain yet more, and more, and infinite 
more,to all Zrernity.even for ever and ever. 
This is that heavy weight that ſo preſſeth 
the damned. Let every one therefore that 
inneth, conſider with himſelf, and again, 
I fay, let him conſider, that unleſs he 
repent, he ſhall be prefled and groan un- 
der this heavy weight of Eternity. 

Galielm1s Peraldus, Biſhop of Lions, a 


ery religious and learned man, hath ano- 


thermanner of rcckoning,medirating upon 
tieinnumerable number of years through- 

out which the damned ſhall be tormented. 

[i the damned, fairh he, ſhould every day 

 diſtil from their eyes but one ſmall _ | 
an 
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andFhoſe tears ſhould be added together 
day after day, they would art length far ex- 
ceed the drop: of the Ocean: for they have 
thcir number and meaſure ; and it is eafje 
with God to ſay, So many are the drops 
of the Ocean and no more ; but the tears 
of the damned exceed all number and 
meaſure, Alas! Alas ! How little do we 
think upon theſe things ! How freely and 
wilfully do we fin, and make our elves 
guilty of Eternal punifhment, and that 
oftentimes for a very little ſhort and filthy 
pleaſure ? 

Yer there remains one way more, of 
caſting up this numberleſs number of years; 
Suppoſe there were a {chequle of Parch- 
ment a ſpan broad, but fo long that it 
would begirtand incircle the whole Globe 
of the Earth : and ſuppoſcit were written 
all over very cloſe with figures of 9, from 
one end to ancther : who fo $K1ltul an A- 
rithmeticijan, that can tell the number 
thereof ? What Mountain ſo great, that 
contiſteth of ſo many grains of duſt of ſand! 
Whart Ocean fo vaſt,that cont2ineth with: 
in it ſo many drops of water ? And yetthus 
is.nothing ro Eternity : it ſtrercheth it fell 
further than 1o ; it knows no bounds 3 1t!s 
extended beyond all meaſure. But how 
far is itexrended? Ir is extended infinitely 


and without end, If thy heart (O _ 
Jan 
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ſhan man) be not turned into a ſtone, ir 
cannot but melt at the confideration of 
theſe things, and the very thougat of the 
bottomleſs pit and Eternal puniſhment will 
make thee fear and tremile. If there he 
any ſenſe in thee, here 1t-will ſhew 1t ſelf, 
But as I faid before, ton few think upon 
theſe things 3 and too many live ſo {ſecure 
of their faivarion.as 1f there were r.0 Fe:- 
ren, no God, no Hell.nor Eternity. Every 
lay ihey heap up ſin upon fin, as if they 
khourcd and ſtudied ro makerheir laſt day 
texceed the former, for the meaſureanct 
wmber of their {ins : and ſo they paſsunto 
£t;rity ſporting and playing, as if they 
vent to prifon but a few weeks or days. 
Such men as theſe, faith St. Gregory, when 
they ſhould be mourning for their fins , 
hey are dancing for their pleaſure 3 and 
when rhey ſhould be ferioutly meditating 
upon dearth. they run laughing unto exe- 
cutton., This 1s blindnets indeed, thts 15 
olvious madneſs. For rhts ſhort Iife which 
$but -the ſhadow cf Er:ir:ity, we labour 
berond all meaſure 3 bur for the life which 
8 Eternal, and moſt happy, tre ſcarce tak 
ay pains at all : And yer the not dbtain- 
Ing of this life-is the 1ncurring of  Etrrnal 
death; which as it is a torment more grie- 
Yous than all the torments of this life, fo 
in thus 1115 moſt grievous, that there 15 - 
| re! 
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-eft ,»r mitigation of pain, no not for one 
{+ . :0ur in the infinite ſpace of all E. 


MN OO RG AR OR TO re 


CHAP, Ill. 


What effeft and fruit the conſideration of E- 
ternity bringeth forth. 


ND this is it that hath made ſo many 
good Chriſtians, and ſo many holy 


Martyrs ſo prompt and ready to ſuffer any 


rorments, and any kind of death;thateven 
In their greateſt pains, when they lay wal- 
lowing in their own blood.they were moſt 
ſtout and couragious, and with a conſtant 
look and chearful countenance inſulted 0- 
ver their Tormentors. They had the yu 
of Eternity in mind. This. is 1t that hath 
made the world ſeem diſtaſteful and un- 
pom unto many, infomuch that they 

ave taken their leave of all pleaſures,and 
embraced and entertained a ſevere and 
ſtri& courſe of life , giving themſelves 
wholly to reading, meditation and prayer, 
and ſuch holy duties, minding heaven, and 
heavenly things. They had the years of E 
ternity in mind. The thought of Etern) 
will make all things in this life ſeem eaſie 
and pleaſant, though to fleſh and blood 


they ſeem moſt grievous and unipleata 
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It makes all labours feem light and very 
ſhort. Prayer, ſtudy, watching, and ſuch 
like holy duties it commends unto us, and 
makes thera ſeem amiable. It ſeaſons and 
ſweetens hunger and thirſt. It mitigates 
the ſenſe of pinching poverty. It makes 
all manner of croſſes in this life not only 
tolerable, bur alſo grateful and comfort- 
able, Whoſoever hath the years of Eter- 
zityin mind, and imprints them within, 
deeper and deeper by daily meditation, 
ſhunneth no labour, neither 1s daunted 
with any lofſes. Offer him a Kingdom, 
offer him all the delights and pleaſures in 
the World : and he will not change his 
poor eſtate and condition for them. Such 
a man as this 1s never complaining 3 he 
endures all things, he ſubmits himſelf to 
all. For thus he thinks with himſelf, what 
a ſmall thing 1s this or that, that or this, 
and of how ſhort continuance ! I will 
therefore endure it patiently 3 it will not 
laſt always. Ir is but for an hour, and that 
a very ſhort one, that mine enemies here 
oppreſs me. Well, goto ye derrattors, bite 
me ſtill, if ye will, ye enviors; I will nor 
run from you, This is your hour and the 
power of darkneſs : Bur I expect the day 
of the Lord, and the day of E:ernity ; and 
why ſhould: I afli& and torment my elf 
with ſorrow and lamentation ? All this life 

F | 15 - 
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15 bur a death of one hour : The viRory i; 
not difficult ; but the triumph 1s Eternal 
Why ſhould I be afraid ofthe raging ware 
of this rroubleſome world ? I have fightc 
the haven already.Now it rains and thun. 
ders upon the heads of the good and podlz; 
but the ſtorm will ſhortly blow over. But 
upon his enemies God ſhall always rain 
fire and brimſtone,ſtorm and tempeſt: thi 
ſhall be their portion to drink, Dan. 12.2, 
And many of them that ſleep in the duſt of th 
earth (ſo propheſieth Damzl) ſhall awake; 
ſome to everlaſling life, and ſome to ſhame and 
everlaſting contempt. Tn the old Law God 
commanded Moſes, iaying, Numb. 10. 2. 
Mabe thee two trumpets of ſalver,of an whil 
piece (halt thou make them,v.4. If thiy bl 
but with one trumpet, then the Princes, which 
are the heads of the thouſands of Iſrael ſhall ge 
ther themſelves unto thee. When ye blow at 
alarm, then the Camp (hall go forwards. 
Unto theſe two trumpets we may compare 
theſe two words, NOW and ALWAYS, 
This 15 the law of the world, NOW let us 
be merry 3 now let us rejoyce 3 noz let us 
enjoy our goods, while we have them: 
come, let us now crown our ſelves witl 
roſes,before they be withered 3 now letus 
leave in every place the ſigns and footiteps 
ef our joy. They chatattend only to rhe 


found of this Trumper,they that have Ears 
to 
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zo hear nothing but this NOW, they live 
for the moſt part ſo, as if there were no 
ALWAYS for to follow. Therefore they 
do not remove the camp ; amidſt their 

leaſures they wilfully forget that they are 
24 bur Pilgrims and ſtrangers: wkither- 
ſoeverthe wanton fleſh inviteth them they 
go with greedineſs : they are bufied alto- 
gether in heaping up riches and following 
pleaſures : and the ſound of this NOW 
doth ſo obtund and dull rheir ears, that 
they are deaf to all good counſels and pre- 


 cepts : and they w1ll not ſo much as lend 


an ear to that ALWAYS which ſhall fol- 
low. But thew which open their ears. to 
hear, and their hearts rounderſtand, when 
the Church ſoundeth both trumpets , (as 


| tofren doth)and thereupon ſeriouſly con- 


ſider with themſelves, and compare -toge- 


' ther this ſhort NOW with char infinite and 
everlaſting ALWAYS, they will uſe no 


delay, but preſently remove the camp - 
they live here as Pilgrims and ſtrangers : 
they have their loyns girt z they remember 
that they are in a journey 3 they ſendtheir 
riches and pleaſures before them into their 
Country which 1s abovezthey chuſe rather 
to enjoy them ALWAYS 1n Heaven , 
than NOW for a ſhort time upon . earth. 
Certain it 1s, whoſoeverhearerh atremavely, 
and mindeth ſeriouſly the Alarm of theſe 
2  Trum- 
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. Trumpets, and thereupon compareth to. i 
gether thing preſent with things future, 
and things tranſitory with things Zterna!, 
he will preſently make himſelfready to de- 

art, he will prepare himſelf a place of 
urial, he will lay out his E— 


he will ſend for his bier, and furniſh him- 
ſelf with all things neceſſary for his jour- 
ney, remembring ſtill in every place, that 
he is paſling on the way. to Eternity, and 
conferring with himſelfevery day after this 
manner : How ſhall I be able to give an 
account unto God for all my thoughts, 
words and deeds ? and, When ſhall I give 
up my account ? and what fentence will 
he paſs upon me? NOW therefore will ] 
die unto my ſelf, that I may ALWAYS 
live unto my ſelf and unto God, Well is 
1t with that man, which timely and daily 
thus thinketh upon Eternity. Whatſoever 
we do, we are paſling on our way.,and we 
do not know how ſhort it 1s,unto the gate 
which leadeth unto Eternity. At thelaſt 
hour of our life death ſhall bring us unto 
th's gate, and compel us toenter. Let us 
therefore ſo live as 1f we were always cx- 
pe&ing death, that if it ſhould pleaſe God 
at any time to viſit us with ſickneſs, the 
fore-runner of death, we may entertain it 
cheerfitly, and bear it patiently, liſting 
up our eyes unto Chriſt hanging _—_ _ 
| ro 9 
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Croſs, the true and perfe& patrern of Pa- 


tence: and when the t'me of our diflclu- 
tion draweth near, praying thus z Lord 
eu ſtand by me and comfort me ; Lord 
elu be reſent with my ſervant that put- 
teeth his cruſt in thee 3 Lord Jetu make me 
partaker of thy vi&tory, Lor = receive 
my ſpirit, and lead me through the dark- 
ſome valley and ſhadow of death, lead me 
and forſake me not until thou haſt brought 
my ſoul into the land of the living, O thou 
moſt potent conquerour of death, O thow 
which art my Ji1ghr, life, and falvation. 


To hum be d4 both vow 
and for ever Amen 277. 
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Hyw others , even wicked men themſelves, 
have meditated upou Eternity. 


"HE old Hiſtory of the Fathers tel- 

| leth us of a religious man, that 
reading upon the ninefieth Pſalm 

came at length, having nor thought of ir, 
to theſe words, Foy a thouſand years in thy 
feht are but as yeſterday, when it 1s paſt, 
and here ſtuck : For he could not con- 
ceivea reaſon, why a thouſand years and 
one day ſhould be compared together. 
Whereupon they ſay there was a little bird 
lent by God, which fo raviſht the man 
with her ſweet ſinging, that though he 
heard her ſing a very great while together 
jet he thought the rime very ſhort, ſcarce 
a ſhort hour long. The windblowth where 
it lifteth, Joh. 3. 8. Not good men only 
tave with holy David meditated upon E- 
F. 4. ternity, 
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ternity, but even wicked men alſo, and 
thoſe oftentimes againſt their will. 
Benediftus Rhenanus reports of a vain and 
ungod]y fellow, a very Epicure and mere 
worldling, which never uſed to faſt or 
watich 3 one thar cculd not endure the 
want of any thing, but eſpecially ſleep: 


Upon a certain night, it ſeemeth, this fel. 


low could nor ſleep as he was wont, being 
much troubled with unuſual dreams : {6 


he turned himſelf upon h1s bed from one 


{ide tro anotheg, and could not by any 
means get any reſt,; then he wiſhed it 
were day. But here the wind of the Lord 
began to blow, though it were in a ſtrange 
land : for good thoughts were very rare in 
this man. Being weary with watching, 
and finding no eaſe or reſt at all, thus he 
began to think with himſelf; Would any 
be hired upon any condition to lye thus 


ewo or three years together in darkneks, 


without the company of friends, though 
his ſickneſs were not very grievous? Would 
he be content to want his ſports and plays 
ſo long ? Would he be content to be bound 
to his bed, though it were a feather-bed, 
or a bed of Down, and never ſtir abroad 
to ſee any ſights, or ſhews, or make mer- 
ry with his friends? I think no man would. 
And ſhall alone amongſt all men enjoy 
rcit and pleaſure by an efpecial Oren 

an 
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and have no end of grief and ſorrow ? 
Surely no, Will I, nill I, needs I muſt 
ſome time or other lye down upon the bed 
of ſickneſs, unleſs I be ſuddenly taken 
away by. deagh, which God forbid. (This 
was 4 grod wind, theſe were good cogitati- 
ons.) But what bed ſhall I have nexr, 
when death ſhall thruſt me out of this? My 
body muſt rot under earth : For this 15 the 
condition of all men afrer death. But 
what ſhall become of my,,foul in another 
world ? Surely all men' do not go to the 
fame place after death. Do not ſome go 
one way, and ſome another ? Is there nor 
an Hell as well as an Heaven ? Wo and 
alas! Whar kind of bed ſhall the damned 
find in Hell? How many years ſhall they 
le there 2 In whar year afrer their firſt. 
entrance ſhall the flames ceaſe and be pur 
out? Aſſuredly Chriſt doth not only in 
word threaten to caſt the wicked into ever- - 
laſting fire, but will alſo caſt them indeed, 
This thing is certain and very manifeſt, 
Therefore the damned ſhall burn in Hell 
for ever. Therefore a thouſand, and a 
thouſand , and again I fay a thouſand: 
years will not ſuffice to purge away the 
ins' of this ſhort life. Therefore they 
ſhall never fee the ſun any more, nor' 
Heaven, nor God, being mo{!t miſerable 
Eterzally and without end, With ſuch | 
Fs thoughts 
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thoughts as theſe this man became ſo vigj- 
lant and watchful , and proceeded (o far, 
that night and day he could nor be at reſt; 
bur Eternity did ſtill run in his mind. Fain 
indeed he would have ſhaken off the 


thoughts thereof, as gnawing worms ; 
bur he could not. Therefore he followed. 


ſports and paſtimes, went to merry meet- 
ings, ſought out companions like himſelf, 


and fate oftentimes ſo long at his cups, 
that he laid his Conſcience aſleep, and fo. 
ſeemed to-take ſome reſt :. but: when he 


came again unto himſelf, his Conſcience 
being awakened did preſently accuſe him, 
and ſuggeſt unto him afreſh ſorrowful 
thoughts of Eternity. Thus finding no 
reſt, he reſolved at length to amend his 
manners, and to berake himſelf to a bet- 
ter courſe of life. And thus he began to 
reaſon with. himſelf, Miſerable man that 
i.am, what do I here? I fo enjoy the 


world, that indeed I: enjoysit not ; I ſuf- 
fer many things I would not; I want ma- 


ny things which fain' I would. have: 1 
ſerve like a ſlave, but who will pay me 
my wages !' I-ſee well enough how the 
world rewardeth thoſe rhat love it, and 
do all their- lives nothing elſe but ſerveit. 


But ſuppoſe I had the fruition of all the 


delights and pleaſures in the-world that 


my heart could wiſh ; what certainty or 


apon Eternity. IOS 
[have how long they ſhall laſt ? T am not 
certain wherher I ſhall live till to morrow 
or no : Daily funerals ſufficiently prove 
this. Oh Eternity, 1f thou wert not ! 
Oh Eternity, 1f thy place be not in Hea- 
yen, though it be on a fofr Down-bed : 
thou canſt not but be bitter and unplea- 
ſant. Ir 1s true indeed, it 1s a hard mat- 
terto withdraw our ſelves away from thoſe 
things whereunto we are accuſtomed , 
whether 1t be feaſting, or drinking, or 
company keeping, or ſuch hike : Bur 
whileſt we delay and defer the time,death 
may prevent us, and take us away from 
all cheſe. Why then doſt chou delay ? 
why doſt thou not impoſe an honeſt and - 
happy neceffity upon thy ſelf, why doſt 


thou not reſolve thus preſently with thy 


ſelf? Well, I will be another manthan I 
have been, if it pleaſe God I Itve. This 
life laſteth not long : But Eternity endur- 


_eth for ever. ,, I muſt walk now 1n a new 


way; I am reſolved upon it; and Now L 
begin. Where art thou bleſſed Eternity? I 
am ſecking for thee, I am travelling to- 
wards thee. . 

To conclude. he did as he faid.he took 
his leave of the world, he changed the 
courſe of his life; and ſo lived and died 
an honeſt and godly man. 


Oh Eternity, how few are they that 
t} ink 
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think thus ſeriouſly upon thee ? Bur cer: 
tainly there are very few, ſcarce any that 
weigh and confider well with themſelves 
what they are, and ſo continue and perſiſt 
in that confideration. We ſeek carneſtly 
after all other things, only Eternity ſeem- 
eth vile unto us, and not worth the look- 
ing after. Our thoughts run after riches, 
and yetthe poſſeſſion of them 13 very un- 
certain z we know not how ſoon they ſhall 
forſake us,or we them. We are ambitious 
after honours :. and yer they are ſlippery, 
and ſoon {hide away from us. We areijn 
love with pleaſures : and yet they have. 
ſorrow and bitterneſs in their latter end, 
We defire reſt : but it is of no long conti- 
nuance. We knit the knot of. friendſhip: 
with others : but 1t 1s ſuch as death ſhall 
quickly diflolve. We are never well but 


when we are converfing with others :. but: 


our converſation 1s never in Heaven,where 
2t ſhould be. We (eek for abundance : but 
it 1s there where it will ſoon fail; But 
ſurely 1f we did more often and ſeriouſly 
think upon Eternity, we ſhould not have 
{ſuch a fervent defire after things of fo 
ſhort a continuance. TI call Saint Bernard 


to witneſs, who ſaith thus, He that longeth: 


after things Eternal - cannot but loath things 
tranſitory. 


There are that have often in their 
mouths 


Ce 


_ 
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mouths I know not what Eternity, that 
will promiſe and ſwear, and make good 
reſolutions of-amendment, and ſay thus; 
As long as I-live,. I will beware of ſuch a 
pace, or ſuch a place, where I have for- 
merly been tempted to ſin : I will never 
come near ſuch a man, or ſuch a woman, 
or ſuch a one that was nty companion in 
evil, I will never come near him as long 
asI live, As long as I live, I will never 
goto ſuch and ſuch meetings,where there 
uſeth to be gluttony and drunkenneſs, 
dancing , chambering and wantonnelſs , 
and ſuch like. Ir ſhall ſuffice me that 
| have been there once, and again, and 
perhaps: oftner 3 thatT have done as the' 
company did. that I have ſinned with ſuch 
and ſuch; Theſe are good reſolutions : 
In this T-commend thee, O man ; Be- 
cauſe ſin is to be feared, thou doſt welt1n 
purpoſing to avoid the occaſion of fimmning : 
and I could wiſh thou wert as religious 1n 
obſ&ving what thou haſt promrſed,as thou 
art ready to promiſe. But (alas!) after 
a day or-two, yea an hour or twa, too 
torgerful of: thy promiſe and good reſolu- 
yon, thou doſbagain the very ſame thing 
which lately thou didfſt deteſt, abhor'and 
forſwear. Therefore before thou makeft 
4.v0w or promiſe unto God, it 15 good to 
aſe due conſideration and foreſight 3 _=_ 

when 
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when thou haſt made a vow or pronuſe un- 


to God. it 1s neceflary to uſe after care and 


Chriſtan fortirude in performance. Thou 
muſt promiſe nothing raſhly and unadvi- 
ſedly. unto God : Bur what thou haſt pro- 
miſed thou muſt religiouſly and conſtantly 
keep and obſerve. How ſevere God 1s in 
pumſhing ſuch as break their vows and 
promiſes, we are ſuiticiently taught by the 
woful experience and lamentable exanm- 
ple of others. 


PRI WIT 
—— 


CHA PF: .L 


The compariſon of mans labor and the ſpiders 
one with anather. 


Here 1s another Eternity, and that 
the worſt of all, which thoſe men 
promiſe to themſelves, which will needs 
eret unto themſelves an heaven out of 
heaven, and be bleſſed before they be 


dead. Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, 


ze ſcornful men, faith the Prophet T/aiah, 
Becauſe, ye bave ſaid, We have made a 0ovi- 
nant with death, and with hell we are at 
agreement, Iſaiah 28. 14, 15. Oye mad 
men! How vain, and none at all, is tlus 


your Eternity ! There is nothing perma- , 


nent and perpetual in this priſon. Ele- 
gantly doth the Kingly Propher-declare 


this; 
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this ; Pſal. go. 9. We ſpend our years, 
faith he, as a tale that zs told, ec. We 
ſpend our years in muſing, like the Spider, 
( for ſo ſome read 1t.) He could not 
have declared it better, and in fewer 
words, For what are all our years but a- 
continual muſing , and weariſome exer- 
ciſe ? All the time of our life 1s conſumed 


and waſted away with vain labours, many 


ſorrows, ſundry fears, often ſuſpicions, 
and. innumerable troubles : Even as the 
Spider ſpenderh her ſelf in the weaving of 
her web. Our labours are continual , 
linked one unto another 3. our ſighs and 
groans continual, partly in the purſuing of 
our profits and pleafures, and partly in 
the removing and eſchewing thoſe things 
which we count evil. We do many 
things, we undercake many labours, trou- 
bleſome and grievous -to be born, and 
mean-while (alas! ſuch is our folly) we 
perceive not that we do-but- weave the 
Spiders web, taking a great deal of pains, 
with little ſucceſs, . to no end or purpoſe. 
Wer ſpexd our years- in muſing like the Spider. 
It 1s a great deal of pains and care that 
the Spider taketh in weaving of her web, 
ſherunneth muchand often up and down, 
ſhe fetcherh a compaſs this way and that 
way, and returneth ofren to the ſame 
point, ſhe ſpenderh her ſelf in a Ins)” 

We 
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of fine-ſpun threads, to make her ſelf a 
round Cabinet ;: ſhe exenterateth her ſelf, 
and worketh out her own bowels, to make 
an-artificial and curious piece of work 
which when 1t-15 made, 15 apt to be blown 
away with every puft of wind ; ſhe hang- 
cth it up aloft, ſhe faſtneth 1t ro the roof 
of the houſe, ſhe ſtrengthneth ir with ma- 
ny a thread, wheeling often round about, 
not ſparing her own bowels, but ſpending 
them willingly upon her work. And when 
ſhe hath done all this,ſpun herfine threads, 
weaved them on within another, wrought 
her (elf a fine Canopy, hanged it alofr, 
and thinkerth all is ſure; on a ſudden in 
the twinkling of an eye, with a light ſweep 
of a: beeſome alt falleth to the ground.and 
ſo her labour periſheth. But here 1s not 
all : Poor Spider ! ſhe 1s either killed 1n 
her own web, or elfe fhe 1s taken in her 
own ſnare, haled to death and troden un- 
der foot. Thus the. filly Animal may be 
truly ſaid, either to weave her own wind- 
ing ſheet, or to make a ſnare to hang her. 
felf. Juſt ſo do many men, like the Spt- 
der, waſte and conſume themſelves to 
get ,preferment, to enjoy pleaſures, to 
gather riches, to keep them, and to 1n- 
creaſe them. In ſuch projets they ſpend 
all rheir wit, and oftentimes the healths of 
their bodies, running up .and down,. la- 

| boyring 
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bouringand ſweating, carking and caring : 
wearying themſelves, and weakning their 
bodies, even as the Spider doth by ſpin- 
ning out of her own bowels. And when 
tiey have done a!l this, they have but 
weaved the Spiders web to catch flies. 
Yea, oftentimes they are caught 1n their 
own nets, they are inſtruments of their 
own mitchief.” The days of mirth which 
they promiſe. to themſelves, prove of- 
tentimes the days of mourning : That 
which they call their palace, becometh 
their burying place, So we ſpend our years 
f a: a like the Spider ; 1 ſay, in muſing, 
for the moſt part : For we often purpoſe 
to do many things, and do them not. And. 
what we do, moſt an end were better un- 
done. Thoſe things which we purſue with 
ſuch greedineſsFfor the moſt part flhe from 
us 3 and thoſe things which we contend 
for with ſuch earneſtneſs, we (ſeldom at- 
tain. to ; Bur ſuppoſe we did, ( Alas: ) 
they have ne perpetuity. So the covenant 
with death ſhall be diſannulled, and the 
agreement with hell (hall not ſtand, Iſa. 28. 
18, We all conſume away and die : and 
which 1s worſt of all;we blindly ruſh head- 
long into Eternity, from whence there 1s 
no return. | 
Guerricus hearing theſe words read in 


the Church out of the Book of Genefs, 
GCN. 
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Gen. $. 5. And all the days that Adam I; 
wed, were nine hundred and thirty years * 
And he dyed. 8. And all the days of Sith 
were nine kundred and twelve years : 4nd 
he died. 11. And all the days of Enos were 
nine hundred and five years : And he died, 
And all the days of Methuſelah were nin 
hundred fixty and nine years : And he 
died, & ec, Hearing, I ſay*theſe words 
read, the very concett of death wrought 
ſo ſtrongly upon him, and made ſo deep 
an impreſſion in his mind, that he retired - 
himſelf from the world, and gave himſelf 
wholly to his devorions, that ſo he might 
die the death of the godly, and arrive 
more ſafely at the haven of Eternal feli- 
city, which is no where to: be found in 
this world. 


—_— 
—e—_———_ 


CHAP. II. 
What is the bet Queſtion in the World ? 


Aint Matthew telleth us of a young 

CY man that came unto Chriſt, and pro- 
pounded a queſtion unto him, Mat.1 9.16. 
And Saint Mark deſcribeth the manner of 
his coming to our Saviour, and his good 
carriage : For, faith he, There came ont 
running and kneeled to him, av ashed him, 
Good Maſter, what ſhall I do that br 
| inherl 
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inherit Eternal life? Mark 10. 19, And 
our Saviours anſwer was. Thou hnoweft the 
Commandments: If thou wilt; enter into life, 
krep the Commandments, Marth. 19. 17: 
At Philippt a City of Macedonia, the kreper 
of the Priſon came trembling, and fell down 
bore Paul and Silas, and moved this 
queſtion unto them, Sirs, what muſt I do 
to be ſaved ? This was very good queſtion 
A better and more profitable could not be 
moved, Bur, O good God, where 1s 
this queſtion now tn the world ? The. 
world 1s full of other queſtions : but this 
5s ſcarce any where ro be heard. Moſt 
men do now adays betray themſelves by 
their own queſtions, and bring to light, 
and ſo make others witneſſes of their f1m- 
plicity,or curioſity, or ſome ſuch hidden 
diſeaſe of mind. He which maketh dili- 
gent ſearch and enquiry where the beſt 
wine 15 to be ſold; doth ſufficiently declire 
what he loves beſt, and where his chiefeſt 
care is. Another asketh ſuch queſtions _ 
as a modeſt man would bluſh to hear : 
And this man ſhews that his heart 1s full, 
and that out of the abundance thereof his 
mouth ſpeaketh. All mens mouths in alt 
places are full of queſtions, ſuch as theſe 
are: But it is a rare thing to hear one 
man ask another this queſtion, Do you 


think this is the way to heaven? Ir 1s a 
fault 
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faulr common to every vicious man, but 
more proper to the libidinous and luſtful, 
the luxurious and riotous man, though he 
be plunged into the deep, and begins to 
fink, and to be overwhelmed, yer ſeldom 

or never to enter into a ſerious confidera- 
_ tion with himſelf, and with a ſincere mind 
ask himſelf this queſtion.Shall I ever think 
to o2tain Eternal felicity by this courſe of 
life? Is this the way to heaven? But of 
all men thoſe eſpecially leaſt think upon 
ſuch queſtions as theſe, thoſe I ſay, that 
live a. ſoft life, fare deliciouily, and wal- 
low in pleaſures, that feel little or no ſor- 
row and affliction, or if they do at any 
time feel neverſo little, labour what they 


can to be ſenſeleſs of ict. To ſuffer, they 


count the greateſt of all evils. It 1t goes 
well with them, they care not how it fares 
with others, If it be we!l with nem tor 
the preſent, they take no care what ſhall 
follow after. They never once think upon 
Eternity. This 1s there daily ditty, The 
heaven of heavens 1s the Lords, but the earth 
he hatn given to the ſons of men, They 
want neither ſtrength of bydy or mind, 
by winch to efcape the hands of men. But 
God hath long hands, he ſhall ſurely.find 
them out, they muſt appear before him 
who 1s the Judpe of all the world 3 they 
cannot eſcape his judgment ; they ſhall 

ſurely 
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urely ſuffer Eterna/ puniſhments for their 
wickedneſs and their offences. But 1f God 
in his ſecret juigment caſterh away any 
man 2s a re-robate, and ſuffereth him to 
live .ftcr h1s own luft and pleafure, he gi- 
verh him his portion of proſperity and fe- 
lcity jn this life,he ſpareth him here, that 
he may pun:ſh him hereafter. Andif at 
anytime he doth any thing that 1s good, 
he preſently receiveth his reward.Of ſuch 
unhappy-happy men the Kingly Prophet 
thus ſpeaketh, Pſal, 73, 5s. They are nt is 
trouble as ot her men 5, neither are they plagued 
like other men, Plal. 106. 39. They go 
1 whoring with their own inventionss And 
thisis a moſt miſerable eſtate and condiri- 
on of life, if there be any. For whom 
God hath predeftinated to bring him into 
the way of Eternal happincſs, he ſpareth 
him not here in this hfe, but ſconrgeth 
him daily. IT might bring infinite exam- 
ples to prove this : I will name but one ; 
but the like, I think, hath not been ſeen 
or heard of m many ages. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IIL 
How God puniſhith bere, that be may ſhar 
hereafter. A firange example, the lib 
hath ſcarce at any time been heard of. 


I 
y— 


Pm, & 


FN the year of our Lord, one thouſand 
one hundred eighty five, Andronicy 
Emperour of the Eaſt being overcome and 
raxen priſoner by Taas Angelo, had tho 
heavy iron chains pur about his neck, ws 
laden with fetters and ſhackles, and wa; 
moſt barbarouſly and deſpirefully uſed, 
and at length in this manner was brought 
before the forenamed Tac. Before whom 
complaining of his hard u:age, he was de- 
livered over tothe multitude to be abuſed 
at their pleaſure. They being ſet on fire 
with anger,” thought it a fine thing to be 
revenged of their enemy : And thus the 
uſed him. They buffered him;they baſh 
nadoed him,they pulled him by the beard, 
they twichr his hair from his head, the) 
dafht out [is reech, they dragged him it 
publick, they made him a laughing-ſtock, 
they ſafered women to heat him v irhtheir 
fiſts. -Then they cur off his right hand; 
and being thus maimed, they rhruſt hin 
into the dungeon of thieves and robbers 
without either meat or drink or any other 
thing that was neceſſiry, or any oy, Fr 
ook 
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ook after him. After a few days they pur 
out one of his eyes and being thus ſhame- 
fully mangled, having one eye put our, 
and one hand cut off, they put upon him 
a very ſorry ſhort coat ſhaved his head, 
ſet him upon a ſcabbed Camel with his - 
face rowards the tail, put upon his head a 
Crown of Garlick, made him hold in his 
hand the Camels tail inſtead of a Scepter, 
and fo they carried him through the mar- 
ket-place very leiſurely with great pomp 
and triumph.And here the moſt impudent, 
baſe and vile amongſt the people, like fa- 
rages, after an inhumane ſort fell upon 
kim, nothing at all conſidering that not 


paſt three days before he was no !eſs than 


an Emperour, Crowned witha royal Dia- 
dem, cammended, worſhipped, honoured, 
ya and adored of all men. Nothing at all 
regarding the oath of Allegiance, they 
raged and were mad upon him, and their 
rage and madneſs firred every man with 
nſtruments of miſchief againſt him. Some 
ſtruck him on the head with clubs, others 
filled his noſtrils with dirt, others ſqueezed 
(punges upon his face, firſt ſoaked in the 
excrements of man and beaſt, orhers run 
him into the ſides with ſpits. Some threw 
ſtones, others threw dirt at him : ſome 
called him mad dog, others called him 
fool and blockhead. An jimpudene woman 

running 


running out of a kirchin with a kettle of 
{calding water in her hand, poured 1t upon 
his head as he paſled by. There was none 
which did not ſome miſchief or other to 
him. Art length they brought him to the 
Theatre to make him a laughing-ſtock, 
took him down from the Camel, and han- 
ged him up by the heels between two pil- 
lars. Thus the poor Emperor having tut- 
fered a thouſand indigniries; yer he bore 
them patiently.carrying himſelflike a man 
and a true Chriſtian Champion. He was 
never heard all the while to lament, or 
cry out of his hard fortune : for it had 
been to no purpoſe. He was all the while 
caſting up his account, which he was to 
make unto God, and begging pardon for 
his ſins. He was heard to ſay nothing but 
only this, and this he ſaid ofren. Domint 
miſerere, Domine miſerere, Lord have mer- 
cy, Lord have mercy. . 
Unhappy Ardronicus, which waſt com- 
pelled to ſuffer tuch things! Bur happyin 
_this, rhat thou didſt ſuffer them fo pat!- 
ently, as being the juſt reward of fin! 
When he was hanged up, one would 
have thought their malice ſhould have 
ceaſed :; but they ſpared him not then, as 
long as he lived. For they rent his coat 
from his body : and rofſed him up and 
down with their hands, tearing him n 
| Pieces 


118 The fifth Conſideration 


upon Eternity, 119 


pieces with their nails. One more cruel 
than the reſt run his (word through his 
belly and guts as he waz hanging. Two 0- 
thers, to try whoſe $4 was ſharpeſt, 
thruſt him through the back,leaning upon 
their ſwords with both their hands. Here 
the moſt miſerable unhappy Emperout 
with much ado lifred up his maimed hand 
to his mouth,to put out the blood,as ſome 
thought, from the freſh and bleeding 
wound, and fo ended hs life miſerably, 
After fone few days he was taken down 
from the gibbet,and throan under one of 
the arches of the There like a beaſt, rilt 
ſome that had more humanity in them 
than the reſt, removed him 3 but yet nor- 
withſtanding he was not ſuftered to be bu- 
ried, O Anudronicys | O thou Emperor 
of the Eaſt ! How much waſt thou bound 
unto God, whoſe will it was that for a few 
days thou ſhouldeſt ſuffer ſuch things,thac 
thou miighreſt not perith for ever ! Thou 
waſt miſerable for a ſhort time, that thou 
mighteſt not be nuſeravle for all Eternity. 1 
make no doubt but thou hadft the years of 
Eternityin mind, ſceing that tou did(t ſuf- 
fer ſuch things ſoconſtancly8& couragiouſly. 
Nicetas Choniates is mine Author, from 
whom I borrowed this lamentable hiſtory; 
and he lived abour the ſame time, when 
tis happened, 
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Let us Chriſtians keep always in mind 
the years of Eternity. So whatſoever ad. 
verſity or affiition happeneth, we hal 
more eaſily bead Every thing is ſhort, 
if we compare it with Eternity, For op 
light affiiftion, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far. more exceeding, and E. 
ternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17, - Here- 
upon St.Aguſtine crieth out, and prayeth 
ſo earneſtly, Domine, hic ure, hicſeca, modi 
in eternum parcas ; Lord, ſear me here, lan ff 

me here, ſo thou ſpareſi me hereafter. And 
Fulgentis, though a moſt holy man, draw- 
ing near unto his death,threeſcore and cen 
days before he died,was often heard to cry 
out, Domine, da mihi modo patientiam, & 
toftea indulgentiam, Lord, grant me pati- 
ence here, aud eaſe hercajter. Theſe were 
his words and prayers even to the laſt gaſp, 
Certain it is, God ſpareth them leaſt of 
.all, whom he determineth to take unto 
himſelf to dwell with him throughout all 
Eternity. 
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? a muſt lavge palace, of when 1thn 
on No ori priſons of hell and 
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T_T 
CONSIDERATION 
Upon 
ET E KINTETF#® 


Hiw the holy Scripture in many places teach- 
eth us to meditate upon Eternity. 


HE Kingly Prophet, ſpeaking of 
| ; the Wicked,ſaith, Thar they walk 
in every fde,or in a circuit; Pal. 
12.8, This 1s their manner of life : they 
o from feaſt tofeaſt, from delights to de- 
Fohes, from wickedneſs ro wickedneſs , 
This is their Circuit. And when they think 
they have almoſt finiſhed their Circuit of 
wickedneſs, and gone over the round of 
their luſt, they begin again, returning fli\l 
to their ſormer courſe, ill death ſtealerh 
upon them Hhefore they be aware. © 
The Children of. Fob made this law a- 
mongſt themſelves, to feaſt one another 
. round,every one in his courſe. The good 
man their father obſerved and knew very 
well, that this their faſting round, could 
G 3 not 
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not be withour fin : And therefore hte ſent, 
and -ſandtified them, and raſe nþ early 1n thu 
mg, and offered burit-efferings according 
to the number of then all, Job 1. s. As there- 
fore the wicked delight and rejoyce in' 
£519 the Circuit of their pleature : $0 
G2: inz!! appoint them a cir7cut tO fo, 
2: 3t ſhall be a circuit of torments, and 
#: verperual and Eternal, Bleſſed David 
forofur this likewiſe : For ſaith he. Thing 
a\Yows went abroad i The toice of thy thun- 
ar was hiard in the Heaven, or.round about, 
Plal,n9.197,18. Famine, War, Peſtilence, 
Sorrows, Diſeaſes, Calamities, Death it 
{elf, and all adverſities whatſoever that 
happen before the firſt death, are the Ar- 
rows of the Lord 3 but they flie over ; they 
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have wings,and they quickly flie fromone 
to another. But the voice of this thunder, 
rhe voice of his anger and fury ſhall contl- | 


nually roar in the priſon of Hell, and like 
a wheel run round without wearing, for 
all Eternity, This wheel,as if ic were filled 
with Gunpowder,when it hath once taken 
fice, ſhall burn for ever and ever. A fire is 
biralrd in mine anger, and ſhall burn unto 
tie loweſt Hell, Dent. 32. 22. There 1s 
allo another circuit, and that hkewiſe 1s 
Tternal + from unutterable cold to intole- 
raole heat, and from heat back again to 
cold, Job 24.19. Drought and heat yo 
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fume the ſnow waters, ( fo faith Job ) and 
ſ doth the grave thoſe that have ſinned, 


Sr, Matthew fignifieth it more expreſly by 
the gna'ning of terth, and weeping of eyes. 
Matti. 12. 13» That we may more fully 
ſet out tis horrible and incompreherfible 
wheel, order requireth that we ſhew how 
the Church agreeth with the holy Scrip- 
ture inthis.as the holy Fathers agree with 
the Church. We have here divers good 
aimomrtions from ail theſe, wlnch 1f we 
attend unto, we cannot ecafily let Eternity 
ſlip out of our memory. 


— M. 
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The Anſwers of the holy Fathers and the 
Church about this. | 


F all the holy Fathers which have 

lived jn divers ages, we ſhould. do 
well to hearken unto five eſpecially, Au- 
gutine, Chryſoſtom, Gregory, Bernard, Lat= 
rentins, Fufintanus. 

The firſt queſtion here (which yet may 
ſeem a vain and fooliſh one) is, Which 15 
eaſier, and more tolerable, to ſuffer pain 
In tle head,eves or teeth ; to be troubled 
with the ſtone; to be pained with the 
wind Cholick, or Tiaca Paſſio, or any 0- 
ther acut diſeaſe; neither to ſleep night 
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or day, but to be tormented continually 
without any reſpite for three days toge- 
ther. The queſtion now 1s, I ſay, Which 


1s eatier, whether to tuffer the pains now. 


menrioned, or elſe ro eat a piece of fiſh 
which 1s made bitter by the breaking of 
tne Gall. This may ſeem a very ridicu- 
!>us and moſt idle queſtion, Fer, how 
much »?itrer 1s it to eat ſuch a,whole fith, 
rather than ſufter thoſe ſo grievous tor- 
1.ents though but one day ! The bitter- 
neis of the fiſh will nor endanger a mans 
kf. ror make him fick, but leave only a 
titer trait in the mouth, which 1s unplea- 
ig toit, Its oy anſwered. And yet 
how many thouſands of men make choice 
rather of the former! For,how often doth 
the Preacher teach and exhort, cry out 
and ſpeak plainly ! Chriſtian brethren , 


conſider well with your ſelves, and look 


_ about you ; the Eternal ſalvation of your 
ſouls is in queſtion : If you walkthis way, 
you muſt afſuredly look -for Eternal tor- 
ments: Chriſt hath ſhewed you another 
way both by his life and do&rine. Return 
thereforeand repent, you have gone long 
enough aſtray, You may if you will have 
entrance into Keaven 3 if you be ſhut out 
iris your own fault : God 1s not wanting to 
thote that are willing. Ir 1s true indeed, 
There is ſome bitterneſs in uſing abſtt- 

nence 
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nence and faſting, in confeſling of ſins, in 
keeping the body under, 1n ſetting a ſtri& 
watch over thy ſenſes,. 1n conquering ones 
ſelf, in living chaſtly and continently : 
This is no eafie task : Bur, let it be what 
it will, we muſt ſuffer it. Luke 24. 26. 
Ought not Chriſt, to have ſuffered theſe 
things,and ſo to entir into his glory ? Let not 
* © 2 little and ſhorr labour terrifie us. Itis 
but for a few years, or it may be but a 

few days, that we are to do and ſuffer va- 
liantly 3 but our joy and reft ſhall be E- 
ternal, He overcometh all, whoſoever 
overcometh and conquereth Iymſelf, con-- 
taineth himſelf, and refiſteth his evil and: 
viclent paſſions; and all this for Chriſt, 

for Heaven, for bleſſed Eternity. . Chriſt 

| after his ReſurreRion found his Diſciples 
ating fiſh broiled upon the coals : To 
teach them how great things they ſhould 
afterwards ſuffer : and that'they were not” 

to think of a ſoft and eafie life, but that 

they were to be ſtoned, whipped, cruci- 
hed,have their skin pulled over their-ears 3 

that this was the way to a joyful Reſurre- 
ion, and to the participation and ſellow- 
ſhip of Eternity with the bleſſed ; thar all 
other things were-ſmall and of no worthin 
compariſon of immortality, and that bleſ- 
ledneſs, which yet eye hath never ſecn.. 
Theſe things are often ſpoken of, but they 
G- 5. _ are. 
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are little regarded, This fiſh bitter with 
the over-tlowing of the gall, that 1s world- 
ly croſſes and the ſufferings of this life, is 
often ſet before us : but it goeth againſt 
our ſtomach, we cannot endure to taſt of 
it, Eternity 1s a thing we often hear of, 
we often read of.it is continually preached 
unto us, and often repeated: but we either 
hear not, or believe not, or regard not, 
or if we do for a time. the carcs of the 
world ſoon put it out of our minds, and 
we bury it in oblivion. Bur again, the 
Conſcience often plays the Preacher, and 
recalls to our mind theſe wholiom leſions, 
is inſtant, dehorts, reproves ; but prevails 
nothing. Allisin vain. For many are fo 
obſtinate and perverſe, rhat neirher the 
Preacher nor their own Conſcience can 
work upon them. But ſome are ſo 1mpu- 
dent, that they will ſet themſelves in op- 
poſition, and reply thus, Let it go will 
with us here and we care not; we nth 
hnow nor care what (hall come hereafter; 
we are all for preſent profits and pleaſures: 
no man viturneth again from the dead 5 Ntt- 
they was it ever known that*any one camt 
back again out of Hell, Come therefore, lit 
us eat, drinh, and be merry, let 145 expoy Out . 
\,goods and tab? our pleaſure, Theſe are the 
wor{ldlings Ditties : But let S. Auguſtine 
eetcrmine this queſtion, Mzlis eff, modics 
amari- 
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atmaritude in faucibus, quam Aternum tor- 
mentum in viſceribus, Better it is, faith he, 
to ſuffer a little bitterneſs in the mouth, than 
Eternal torments in the inward parts. It 1s 
. far better to ſuffer for our offences here 
-ijn this world, than the world to come. 
Far better it 1s for threeſcore years and 
ten continually together here on earth, to 
be puniſhed with moſt grievous pumſh- 
ments, than to ſuffer the torments of Hell 
for one day,yea for one hour hereafter.Bur 
let us hear what another of the Fathers 
ſaith. 
Saint Chryſoſtome propounds 

the ſecond queſtion after this 7.20 
manner ; Suppoſe one night in ad Pop. 
an hundred years a man ſhould Antioc. _ _ 
have a ſweet & pleaſant dream, 4 
and be after puniſhed an hundred years*-\ 
for it, would he think ſuch a dream were 
to be defired ? And yer ſaith the Fatigr, 
asa dream is toan hundred years, ſo 15 this 
preſent life tothe life to come, yea rather - 
It is much leſs: And as a drop 1s to the - 
main Ocean, 1o are a thouſand years unto 
Eternity. And inanother place. | 
What 1s there, ſaith he, to be Aom.28 


compared unto Eternity? What in __— af 


area thouſand years in compa- ad He 
riſon of infine ages which are 


yet for to come ? Are.chey not like _ 
the .. 
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the leaſt drop of a bucket compared. to. a 
bottomleſs Well ? Look for no end of t or- 
ments after this life, unleſs thou repen t- 
eſt before thou departeſt out of this life : 
for after death there 15 no place of repen- 
rance , no ſhedding of tears will profit 
thee, or do thee any good. Though a 
man 1n Hell ſhould gnaſh his teeth, and 
blare our his ſcorched tongue, he ſhall not 
obtain ſo much as a drop of cold water, 
Grant then thar a man ſhould enjoy plea- 
ſures all his life long, what 1s that to infi- 
nite ages which are yetfor to come ? Here 
In this hfe all things good and bad have 
at length an end; but the puniſhments that 
fhall be ſuffered hereafter ſhall have no 
end. Set fire on the body here, and. the 
ſoul will ſoon depart : but after the reſur- 
region, when the body ſhall be from 
thenceforth immortal and incorruptible, 
the ſoul of the damned fhall always burn, 


and not conſume in Hell-fire, They ſhall 


riſe again , incorruptible indeed : but 
how ? Not to. receive a Crown of incor- 
ruptible glory, but to ſuffer Eternal tor- 
ments. Burt let us hear what another. of 
the Fathers ſaith. ; 

- Saint Gregory maketh anſwer to this 


common queſtion ; Will not drunkenneſs 


ſooner ſteal upon a man in the Wine cel- 
lar, ſtanding by the hogſhead, than 1n "8 
| Par- 


4 
M's 
l'*. 
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Parlour ſiering at the table? The ſpouſe 
of Chriſt triumpheth in the words of $0- 


lomon, He brought me to the Banquetting- - 


houſe ( or as ſome read it, He brought me 


into his Wine-cellar ) and his banner ouey © 


m was love, or. He hath ſet his banner of 
hoe over me. Upon which words St. Gre- 
zory diſcourfing ſaith thus, By the Wine- 
cellar what can we Eetter or more fitly 
conceive, than the ſecret contemplation 
of Eternity? For truly whoſoever doth ſe- 
riouſly confider with bimmſelf upon Eternity, 
and lers this conſideration ſink deep into 
his mind, he may truly rejoyce, and tri- 
umph with the Spouſe, ſaying, He bath ſet 


his bauners of love over me + For he wilt © 
_y better order in his love, loving him-. 
eſs, God more, and even his enenyies * 


ſelf 
alſo for Gods ſake. But ſuch 1s the nature 
of this profound conſideration, that it will 
preſently make a man drunk. Make him 
drunk? How ? With the drunkenneſs of the 
beſt deſires, ſuch as will lead-himi'to a- 
mendment of life,carry him to his heaven- 
ly. Country, and bring him at length to 
joys Eternal., It was caſt in the Apoſtles 
teeth,that they were drunk with wine :and 
ſothey wereindeed ; but it was with wine 


out of this Cellar. St. Gregory hath ma- 

ny excellent conſiderations, and. ſayings _..:*” 

upon Eternity : amongſt others he hath” |. © -.. 
| | this, 


th - 654d 
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this, which is a very ſhort one and a true 


one, Momentum quod aeleftat, AEternum 


quod crnciat , That which delighteth is mo- 
mentany, but that which tormenteth is Eter- 
241, Here I could wiſh with 7ob, Job 19, 
23, 24+ O that theſe Words were written | 0 
that they were printed in a Book | That they 
were graven with 4 pen of Tron ! Theſe 
words, I ſay, that which delighteth is m- 
mentany, but that which tormenteth is Eter- 
nal. The Book in which this ſhould be 
written, 15 the heart of man 3 the pin of 
iron wath which 1t ſhould be written, is ſe- 
rious meditation ; the ink with which it 
ſhould be written, is the: blood of Chriſt, 
And theſe words ſo imprinted and ingra- 
yen 1n the breaſt.are then eſpecially to be 
called to mind, and to be often repeated, 
when pleaſure fawneth, when luſt pro- 


voketh, when luxury inviteth, when the. 


fleſh rebelleth,and the ſpirit faileth, when 
there 15 occaſion of ſin offered, and dan- 
ger of falling into fin. But let us hear what 
another of the fathers ſaith. 

In the fourth place comes St. Bernard : 
He ſhall anſwer to the queſtion here to be 
propounded. In the lives of men there 1s 
tach difference, that almoſt now ſo many 
men ſo many judgments concerning affi- 
&ions Thereare found ſome ſo grievoully 
and continually affiifted, thar they are 


ready. 


Is 
1/8 
if. 
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ready to fall down under the croſs, as be- 
ing too heavy for them to bear. One 1s 
oppreſſed with poverty,another 15 aftii&ed 
wich ſickneſs, another is overcharged with 
ſecret debts, another 1s tormented with 
cares, another is grieved and vexed with 
injuries and ſlanders : every man thinketh 
that moſt grievous which in- preſent he 
ſuffereth. And many times it cometh to 
paſs that ſuch as are faint-hearred and 1m- 
patient, wiſh for death, run into the wa- 
ter, and make haſt to the halter, thinking 
thereby to find an end of all their griefs 
and ſorrows, whereas indeed that ſuppoſed 
end becomes to them but the beginning of 
their ſorrows, ard ſuch ſorrows as never 
ſhall have end. But>avith the good and. 
godly 1t 15 not ſo ; They patiently endure 
all, ſubmitring chemſelves.1n all things to. 
God's good will and pleaſurt>..: They ne1- 
ther defire to die quickly, .nor yet to.live 
long. Is it God's will they ſhall die ? They 


alſo are willing. Will he have them die 


quickly? They are willing to that. allo. 
Will he have them live yet longer ? They 
are not againſt that. What God willeth, 
that they will : what he willeth nor, .ne1- 
ther will they. Beſide theſe two kinds of 
men, there is a third,, and that 1s the 
greateſt part of men, that. defire to hive 
long ; And there is almoſt'no man {o _ 

Vis 


1:34 The ftxth Conſideration 


buthehopesand defires to live yet another 


year. Theſe men are never heard to ſay, 
they have lived long enough. Death 
makerh roomuch haſt with them,he com- 
meth to rhem too ſoon, yea and before 
his t:me. Here now the queſtion may be 
moved ; Who live ? or who ſhall live lon- 
ger ? St. Bernard in his ſeventeenth-Ser- 
mon upon the 91 Plalm, upon theſe 
words, With long life will I ſatisfis him, 
breakerh forth into this admiration, What 
1s ſolong as that which is Eternal ? What 
is ſo longas that which ſhall have no end? 
Life Eternal is the good end. which we are 
all coaim at, and this end is without end, 
And further he adds, Thatis the true day 
indeed after which there follows no night, 
where there 1s Eternal verity, and true E- 
ternity, and therefore true and Eternal ſo- 
ciety. So then the queſtion may be de- 
termined thus, That thoſe only ſhall live 
a long life truly ſo called, whoſoever ſhall 
never die,but always live in heaven; And 


again, That thoſe ſhall die in a lingring 


death (alas ! too Iingring a death) who- 


{oever ſhall always die, but ever livein 
Hell : for they ſhall live only there to be 


tormented always. Let us hear but one 
more, and ſo conclude. 

Laurentius Fuſtinianus ſhall reſolve the 
laſt queſtion for us. There are, faith he, 


' many 
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many things in this wofld which nature 
hath ſo appropriated and a{ligned to ſome 
one certain place, that they are not to be 
found in another place. unleſs it be in part. 
re | of ome flowers which grow in the new- 
'S. found world we have only the ſeed :; Of 
by ſome hving Creatures there are broughr 

over unto us nnly the Skins, Now Eternity 
le 1s arching ſo proper to anorher world, thar 
 { itis notto he found in this; only the ſeed 
% thereof we may have even in this world, 
+ || 4nd what art the ſceds of Eternity? They 
are ſaith Laurentins, Contempt of 4 Mans- 
- i the gift of Charity, and thi taſls of 
" ff Chili's works, To contemn othirs , 1s 4 
' | trce that over ſpreadeth the whole world 
whoſe wood is fewel for the fire of Hell. 
To contemn himſelf is a very ſmall ſeed, 
ſcarce known in the world :Chriſt brought 
it down from Heaven with him who made 
bimſ»lf of no reputatiov and took upon him 
the jorm of a Servant, and become obedient, 
not to the Stable only, or the Manger, but 
even to mount Calvary, unto arath, even 
tre death of the Croſs, unto the grave, yea 
even unto Hell, ver. 9. Wherefere God a'ſs 
hath highly exalted him. Behold. this little 
ſeed is grown up and ſpread in breadth, 
and js become the higheſt of all trees. The 
ſame Author,. ſpeaking of Charity, ſairh 


thus, The meaſure of our glcry and Eter- 
x nal 
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nal reward ſhall be accordino to the mea* 
ſure of our Charity. For, To whom little is 
forgiven the ſame loveth little, Luk. 7. 47, 
He obtaineth leſs rc, whoſoever hath 
leſs Charity : An: where there 1s leſs gracy, 
there alio ſh2ll be lets g/ory. So then itis 
moſt true, The more thou loveſt God, 
the more thou heapeic up unto tity ſelf FB. 
ternal rewarils, The whole Law 1s lore, 
bur it muſt he pure, chaſte, and holy, 1 
have done witli: the ſecond, which 15 Ch 
rity, T cons to the third, which 1s Thy 
tate of Chrits words. Tris a common and 
witty ſaying in the Rhetorick Schools, He 
is to bt thought a good proficient who can yt« 
lh Tully's works : We may ſay as much in 
the School of Chriſtianity, He hath made 
4 good progreſs in Religion and Virtue, why 
can relih Chriſis works, who libes the taſit 
of Chriſts doftrins an example. But who-- 
ſoever findeth no taſte almoſt at all, no 
reliſh in the words and works of Chriſt ; 
whoſoever is not moved, affeted, and de- 
lighted with thoſe things which belong un- 
ro the mind, and Chriſtian piety to Hea- 
ven, and Eternal felicity ; but on the con- 
trary findeth much ſweetneſs in eating, 
drinking, walking, laughing, jeſting and 
playing : the ſame man may ſay with ſor- 
row cnough, too truly, How little ſeed of 
Eternity have I within me, O my Goda! Or 

rather, 
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rather, 1 have none at 211, For when i 
deſcend into my (elf, I fec manifeſtly what 
ſpirit js within me, anc wither my afie- 
tion carriet me. To ſpend 0% nights 
n dancing, feaiting, revelling. quaiing)s 
dicing and carding, Ecaring foolith and 
Je tales, reading impure bucks, cailing 
ſr, and Jaughtng at amorous ſongs, plas 
Ing the good tcllow.and dyng 25s the com- 
pany doch 3 Oh! this never offendeth me, 
this is pleaſing and delightfil io me. But 
tohear of Chriſt and his life, to hear of 
holy men that lived formerly, who were 
much given to watching, faſting, and 
prayer,or to read of their tives,that makes 
to muſick in my ears.and this 1s an eye-- 
ſore unto me: I can neither hear nor ſee : 
I ſtop mine ears, and cloſe mine eyes for 
fear leſt they ſhould be oftended. To hear 
a Sermon of an hour long, its death un- 
to me, and therefore I feldom ccme to 
Church : or if I do ſometimes, I drive a- 
way the time, either ſleeping or prating. 
There are too many ' ſuch men in the 
world : but of ſuch it may be truly ſaid. 
that they have no taſte or relifh at all of 
the works of Chriſt. But now let us hear 
the judgment of the Church concerning 
Eternity, 
The memory of Eternity is ſo precious 


inthe eſteem of the Church, that there ts 
no 
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no Plalm, no Praver, no Hymn but-clo. 
ſeth with it; Glory be to the Father, and 
the-Som, and to the Holy Gnoſtz As it wa 
in the beginning, is now and ever ſhall by 
world without end. Amin. As it was in th 
beginning , that 1s, before all beginning 
from all Erernity, without any beginning 
is now, and ever ſhalt bz, world without md, 
that 1s, throughout all ages ; infinite, in- 
numerable.incomprehentible ages 3 to all 
Etirnity, Bur let us leave the little rivery, 
andmake haſte to the fountain, 


Ai 


CHAP, IL 


Clear Teſtimonies of Diviae Scripture cat- 
cerning Eternity. 


J Will produce only three witneſſes, a 
7 Prophet, an Apoſtle, and an Evange- 
liſt. 


How many and how preat are the ſighs 
and groans of poor abjet and deſpiſed 
men |! we may hear them every day. One 
or other every where is complaining, Wo 
Is me poor man, I have few or no friends 


at all ; Iam diſreſpe&ed : I am ſcorned. 


and trampled under foot almoſt by all, 
Have patience a little, O man, ſuffer for 2 
while 3- the day of comfort will riſe at 
length, though it. ſeem long firſt. _—_ 
| r 
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ber Gods prgmiſe in the Prophe- Baruch 
ſie. of Baruch, Caſt about thee 4 3. 2, 
double garment of the righteouſ- 
wſs which cometh from God, and ſit a Dia- 
dim on thy head of the glory of the Everlaſt- 
WE | 

Others there are that accuſe Nature, 
complaining ſtil] that ſhe hath given too 
long a life toravens and too ſhort a great 
lea unto man, Hear thus much, you 
that are ſtill complaining of the ſhortneſs 
of mans life, This life is ſhort indeed : bur 
when this ſhort and vain life ſhall end, 
there remains another life which nevcr 
ſhall have an end, Tf ye will not believe 
me, yet believe St. Paul, 2 Cor.g.2. For 
we bnow, faith St. Paul, that if our eartbly 
howſe of this tabernacle were difſotued, we 
bave a building of God, an houſe not made 
with hands, Eternal in the beavens. What 
great loſs 1s it then, if this earthly taber- 
nacle of our body be diflolved,whenas we 
have a Royal palace prepared for us,which 
1s not ſubje to diflolution ? To the teſti- 


mony of the Prophet and the Apoſile, let 


us add the teſtimony of the Evangelif 
St. Matthew, in whoſe Goſpel we may 
read theſe words of our Saviour, Matth, 
18.8: If thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cat 
them off, and cajl them from thee 3 It 3s bet- 
ttr ſor thee to enter into life balt or maimed, 

rather 


"* 
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rather than baving two hands or two fert t 
be call into everlaſting fire. And if thin 
eye offend thee, piuch it out, and ca(t it from 
thee: It 3s better jor thee to enter into li 
with one eye, rather than having two eyes th 
ve caſt into h?!l fire, O fire! O hell! 0 


* Eternity \. Time 1s nothing, if ir be com- 


pared with Eternity ; fhorcneſs of life, and 
ſo loſs of time 1s no loſs at all, but great 
gain, if thereby we gain Eternity, Chriſt 
hath promiſed it, and St. Matthew hath 


recorded it, and ſealed it in theſe words 


of our Saviour, Matth. 19. 29, Everyort 
that hath forſaben houſes , or brethren, or 
foſters , or father, or mother, or wiſe, 01 


children, or lands for my naines ſabe, ſhall 


receive an hundred-fold , and (hall inherit 
everlaſling life, Ts 1t not clear enough 
that this promiſe. is of bleſſed Etzrniy, 
when we have ſecurity given us of rece- 
ing an hundred-foid reward? Again.Chrift 
according to the ſame Evangeliſt forewar- 
ning of the latter judgment, three rimes 
makes mention of Eternity expreſly in theſe 


words, Matth. 25. 41, 45. everlaſting fitt, 


or etefnal fire, everlaſiing or eternal punil- 
ment, and life eternal, 

Seeing therefore the holy Fathers, the 
Church, and the ſacred Scripture! do b 
many ways propound unto us the ſerious 
confideration of. Eternity 3 It 15 our. Pu 

a 


= 
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and duty, as many of us as look for'Eternal 
life in heaven, it 1s our part and duty ſe- 
rioully to medicate thus with our ſelves 
erery one : O my God! How ſeldum 
have I heretofore thought upon Eternity ! 
or if I have thought upon 1t, in what a 
cold. and negligent manner have I done it, 
notwithſtanding every day,yea every hour 
and minute I draw nearer and nearer unto 
Eternity? Burt for the time ro come by the 
aſſiſtance of thy grace Iwill mind 1t more 


carefully than heretofore I havedone; and 


fat any time through thy bounty, riches 
ſhall increaſe, I will not fet my heart upon 
them: though the world ſhould (mile upon 
me, though I ſhould want no temporal 
thing thar my heart can defire, though I 
ſhould ſeem to flow in-never ſo much a 
bundance, yet will I ſtill remember Eter- 
nity. In the midſt of my proſperity theſe 
ſhall be my thoughts. But how long ſhall 
this laſt ? will this fair weather never 
change ? will this comfortable ſun always 
ſhine upon me ? Or if ] ſhould live in pro- 


Ff ſperity all the days of my life-what ſhall it 


profit me after death? After this ſweet but 
ſhort, pleaſing bat perilous, unhappy hap- 
pinels, there ſhall ſhortly follow Eternity, 
Eternity, But if the world goes 11] with me, 
f it frown upon me,if I meet with many 


Croſſes, troubles and afflitions, if misfor- 


. tunes 
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tunes befal me, if they ruſh upon me like 


waves, one on the neck of another, if} 
be turmoiled and toficd up and down,then 


theſe ſhall be my daily thoughts. Well, 
let the world have its courſe, I am content 


to bear it, Gods will be done. Let the 
ſea be troubled, let the waves thereof roar, 
let the winds of afflitions blow, let the 
waters of ſorrows rufh upon me, let the 
clouds of: tentations threaten rain and 
thunder, let the darkneſs of grief and hea- 
vineſs compaſs me about, yea though the 
foundations of the world ſhould ſeem to 
ſhake, yer will I not be afraid. Theſe 
ſtorms will blow over, theſe winds will be 
laid, theſe waves will fall, this tempeſt 
cannot laſt long, and theſe clouds ſhall be 
diſpelled. Whatſoever I ſuffer here ſhall 
ſhortly have an end, T ſhall not ſuffer E- 
ternally, Come the worſt that can come, 
death will put an end to all my ſorrow: and 
miſeries. But no ſtorm to thar ſtorm of 
fire and brimſtone which the damned ſhall 
ſuffer in Hell Eterzally and wirhour end, 
All things here ſhall have an end. bur the 
rorments there ſhall have no end. Whatſc- 
ever is not within the circle of Eternity, 1s 
ſhort, ſwift, and momentany, ir 1s buta 
ſhadow, but a dream,- ſo ſaith St. Chy- 
foflome, Tr is hr a Modicum or 2 thing of - 
thing, a litt'e, a wiry little, for a little whilh 
| yea 
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yea, 4 very little while, Often doth our 
$aviour beat upon this, ſpeaking to his 
Diſciples. All his own ſufferings, yea his 
moſt bitter death upon the croſs,he calleth 
but a /ittie All the ſufferings, puniſhments, 
and violent deaths of the Apoſtles, all but 
a little; And why ſhould not I alſo think it 
but a litt/e, whatſoever here I ſuffer,though 
[ ſhould ſuffer it an hundred years toge- 
ther ; Heb. 1: 27, For yet a little while, 
and he that (hall come, will come, and will 
wt tarry, I will therefore ſuffer patiently 
whatſoever can happen, and account one 
thing only neceſſary, and that js, To do 
nothing againſt my Conſcience, and dif- 
pieaſing unto God. For all is ſafe and ſure 
with him who is certain and ſureof bleſſed 
Eteyni;y. EE 
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This life in reſpett of that which 3s to com, is 
but as a Drop to the Ocean, 4 little ffone 


to the (and upon the Sea ſhore, a Center, TIN | 


to the Circle, a Modicum, 4 little, 2897 
little time,a Minute to Eternity. Amndlſuch 
are the ſufferings of this life in ropet of 
the joys that (hail be hereafter. © ** 
Oft true it js, whatſoever :labour or 
1 forrow we ſuffer in this life, it 1s 
H --—* "War 
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but a Modicum, Or for a little while, Itig 
the ſaying of St. Auguſiine, This Modicyn 
or little while ſeems long unto us, bicanſe it 
is not yet all paſt and gone : But when it [hal 
come to an end, then ſhall we perceive ani 
underitand what a little while this Modicun 
was, The wiſeſt of men being to ſhey 
the vanity and ſhortneſs of this preſent 
life, though it ſhould be lengthned to an 
hundred years :'Which few men can reach 
unto, makes -choice of the moſt minute 
things in the World, whereby to expreſ; 
ir.and ſer it forth by way of reſemblance, 
For thus we read exprelly in Eccleſtaſticys, 
The number of a mans days at the moſt art 
an bundred years. As a drop of Water un- 
"to the Sea, and a Gravel Stone in compati- 
fon of the Sand, ſo ar? a tnouſand years to 
the-days of Eternity, Ec:lus 18. 9, io. And 
why then do ye rejoyee in this, ye long 
lived men, that ye have hved an hundred 
years ? All our years are, What are they? 
They are as a drop of Water unto the Sta, 
and a Gravel Stone , in compariſon of tit 
Sand. And what is a little ſtone to thoſe 
exceeding high Mountains of Sand ; and 
what-is a fmall drop of Water to the deep 
and fathomleſs Sea ? Such are fifty, "ory 
yea,an hundred years. (Hear this, ye old 
Men ) They are but a Ataicum, a very 
little while, but a Miznte of time, indeed 
nothing 
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nothing at all to the days of Eternity, And 
yet, fooliſh and miſerable men, we are 
overjoyed with this little ſtone, this ſmall 
drop, Our life js indeed 4 /ittle fione, bur 
no jewel, no precious ſtone; it 15 made 
of no better matter than Sand, Our life 
35a drop, but not of (weet and freſh Wa- 
ter; it is ſalt and brackiſh as the Sea-wa- 
ter is. Foy all his days are ſorrows, and his 
travel grief, yea, his heart tabeth no veſt 
in the night : So faith the Preacher, Ec» 
clus. 2. 23, It1s the counſel of St. Augu- 
fine, Recal to mind, -ſaith he, the years 
that are paſt, from Adan to this preſent 
day: Run over all the Scripture 3 it 15 but 
almoſt yeſterday ſince he fell, and was 
thruſt ont of Paradiſe, For where are 
thoſe times that are paſt ?- Certainly, if 
thou haſt lived alk the time' fince Adam 
was thraft out of Paradiſe, even unto 'this 
preſent, thou wouldſt perceive and con- 
feſs, That thy life was not long, which 1s 
lo foon fied away. For what 1s any mans 


life? Add as many years as thou wilt, 


Imagine the longeſt old age. What is it ? 
Is it not as a Morning blaſt ?:AV this 1s 
moſt true, I pray:you tell meg; 
Ada now ? where is Cain ? where* 
ved Methuſelah ? where is Noah &, where 
is Szm ? where 15 Ever 2 Wheje:4s 1 


where is Fa/eph ? They are dead and gone, 
their time is paſt ; We may ſay of them, 
Vixirunt, ſutrunt Troesz Once they were, 
now they are not, Thus our life paſſeth a- 
way z thus the glory of the World paſſeth 
away, O morning dew ! O meer vanity! 
What is it that we do fo defire here ? 
what ſo long as to be hoped or wiſhed for 
here ? Short it is, a Modicun it 18, 1t is 
vile and nothing worth, 1t_ 1s but a ſmall 
oint whatſoever thine eye beholdeth 
jere, It is a true ſaying of Gregory the 
Great : The longeſt meaſure of our life, 1s 
but a point;or 1t1s a ſhort line that begins, 
continues, and ends in a point. In a m- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, 1 Cor. 15. 
$2. all things ſhall have an end. T have 
ſeen an end of all perfeftion, but thy Command- 
ment 1s exceeding broad, Pſal. 119. 69. 
"Why then do we'account any time long? 
For that which is paſt, now 1s not 3 that 
which 1s to come. yet 1s not; and what 1s 
the preſent? The Glafs 1s always running, 
.and the Clock never ſtands ſt11l ; the hour 
paſſeth away by flying minutes. What 1s 
flown by, 1s paſt and gone 3 what 15 yet 
behind, 1s ſtill trocome : But where is the 
time which; we uſe to call long ? Bernard 
makes. often. mention of that moſt true 
and excellent ſaying of St. 7e-ome, (and, 
'Reader, tis worth obſerving.) No in 
>< 0uZ 
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oveht to ſuem long unto 1, 10 time long, in 
which we ave ſthing alter (ternal 8'01y, 

And yet though the life of Man be bur 
very ſhort in compariſon of Eternity, 
there 1s none of the damned that can juſt- 
ly accuſe God for not granting him a long- 
er life, They muſt condemn themſelves 
for not living better, There is no inquifition 
in the Grave (faith Syracides) whether thou 
bal lived ten or an hundred, or a thouſana 
years. Ecelus 41. 4: | 

In Hell jt is no time to complain of 
ſhortneſs of life. Every Man hath lived 
long enough, if he hath lived godly 
enough. 

Here, Chriſtian Brother , I will deal 


more boldly and plainly withthee, andlay 


the matter ſo open, that thou ſhalr ſee ir 
clearly preſented before thme eyes. Thou - 
fayeſt, that thou :doeft often think upon - 
Heaven,and that thou haſt an earneſt and - 
longing defire after Eternity, Sayeſtrhou 


ſo ? I hear thee but I donor believe thee ; 


neither would I havethee believe me, 1fT 


ſhould fay fo of my ſelf. For how can it 


be, O good Chriſtian Brother, how can it 
be, that thou or I ſhould think ſo'often, 
and fo ferjoully upon Heaven, and have 
ſuch alonging defire (us we {av we have) 
afrer Eternity, and yer be fo lakewarm, 
yea, ſtone-cold, in Matrers of Rebgion : 

H3- lo 
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ſo flow and. backward to that which iz 
2odd, fo prone and forward to that which 
1s evil, fo ready and willing to all manner 
of wantonneſs, ſo querulous and com- 
plaining , ſo flothful and negligent; 
Where we ſhould be angry, there are we 
too patient z and where we ſhould be pa- 
tient and couragious, there are we too 
{3;nt-hearred and pufillanimous. In the 
hre of every light affiiftion, our patience 
meſrs and conſumes away z nay, ve are 
often caſt down with a word, we are 
blown down with the breath of mans 
mourch ; but never are we more 1mpa- 
tient and deſperate, then when our wills 
are crofſed, I might ſpeak here of the 
hot Apoters of luſt, wherewith our 
hearrs are often inflamed and ſwoln, and 
likewite of the devouring Cancer of 
_ Envy, which often eats into our breſts, 
and makes our fleſh conſume away 3 but 
I paſs them by. 


Notwithſtanding what hath been faid, 


we good and godly men, as we profels 
our ſelves, and would have others think 
us to be,are too timorous where we ſhould 
be bold, and too bold where we ſhould 
be timorous, Glory in nothing more then 
in this, That we have often in our minds 
the hearty defires, the joys of Etzrnm)y, 
Believe it, it is. not credible, that the 
thoughts 
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thoughts of heaven and Eternity ſhould be 

ſo often in our minds as we ſpeak of,ahd 

yet mean while that we ſhould hve no bet- 

ter than we do. DidTI ſay, 1t1s not cre- 

dible ? Nay I fay, it is impoſſible. And. 
thus Tſhall declare ir. 

The Patriarch Facob ſerved his Uncle 
Laban for his daughter Rachel ſeven years, 
And they ſcemed to him but a few dayes for 
the love that he bare to hir, Gen. 29. 20, 
Heareſt thou this whoſoever thoa art thar 
ſo complaineſt ? Thou ſerveſt no 1mpoſtor - 
or deceiver as Laban was, but God thy 
maker, and him that will ſurely keep his 
covenant and promiſe. Thou ſerveſt not 
for a wife, but for the Kingdom of hea- 
ven: not for the beauty and fight of a 
wife, but for the beatifical viſion and Etey- 
nal fiohr of God : not for the delight and 
pleaſure of a wife, but for celeſtial and 
Eternal delights and :pleaſures. And yet 
doth the trouble of one winters day often- 
times ſo caſt thee down.thart ſuddenly all 
thy love towards God and thy defire after 
heaven begins to wax cold in thee. As 
ſoonas the ſtorm of adverſity begins, thou 
breakeſt forth into moſt bitter complaints; 
thou calleſt heaven and carth to witneſs, 
thou breatheſt norhing but revenge; yea 
oftentimes , I believe thou fpareſt not 
God himſelf, but calleſt his juſtice into 
H 4 queition, 
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queſtion. Ar other times when pleaſure 
w th her fawning allurements hath once 
enriced thee, ſhe doth ſo bew1tch thee and 


rake away thy memory, that thou quite 


forgetteſt to ſerve God, and ſo runneſt 
headlong into the Labyrinth of fin, which 
tath a fair entrance, at leaſt ſeemingly, 
bur leadeth thee the next way to deſtruRi- 
on. Ts this the vigilancy which thou fo 
much ralkeſt of ? Is this thy heroical for- 
 titude and love of. God ? How wilt thou 
{crve God ſeven years, as Facob did La- 
ban. when (alas!) thou canſt not endure 
the labour and ſorrow of one ſhort day ? 
Mark 14. 37. O Simon, Simon, ſleepeſt thou ; 
could't thou not watch one hour with thy 
Lord and Maſter ? bur hear further con- 
cerning the -Patriarch 7ac:-b : He being 
beguiled by his Uncle Laban, who gave 
him blear-eyed Leah inſtead of beautiful 
Rachtl, ſerved him yet ſeven years more 
for his daughter Rache!, whom he dearly 
loved : and no doubt but thoſe ſeven years 
alſo ſeemed unto him but as a few days for 
the exceeding preat love that he had unto 
her. And ir 15 very likely that oftentimes 
v.hen he was weary at his work he had an 
eve unto Rachels beauty, and faid thus 
with himſelf, ( ſurely, for her beauty ) 
She is worthy for whom I ſhould ſuffer 
ſeven years hard ſervice; and, if need 

were 
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were, I would not ſtick to ſerve yet ſeven 
rears more. Such was the affeRtion that 


4 


& he bore unto Rachel, tharc ic made him 


ſcarce ſenfible of any labour. 

Heareſt thou this,thoa who goeſt for a 
Souldier of Chriſt ? conceiveſt thou this, 
underſtandeſt thou this ? How then canſt 
thou ſtill murmure againſt God ? Thou 
art bid to ſerve God for Gods fake, that 
ſo thou mayeſt at lengeh enter into Gods 
Eternal reſt 3 Thou art exhorted to tole- 
rance and patience here, that ſo thou 
mayeſt be made partaker of 1mmortality 
with the blefled hereafter : And yet (leep- 
eſt thou, O fluggard ? Haſt thou not an. 
car to hear ? Art thou ſtill complaining ? 
Do but reckon up he years which thou haſt 
ſpent in the ſervice of God, and ſee whether 
thou haſt ſerved God faithfully and pain- 
fully twenty years, as. Facob did Laban, 
I am afraid thou wilt come ſhort in thy 
reckoning : Haſt thou ſerved God ſo ma- 
ny months ? I tell thee, I make queſtion 
of it. Number the nights that thou haſt 
on in watching and praying, recount - 
the days which thou haſt ſpent in holy | 
exerciſes, and ſee if thou canft rruly fay 


- Amo God as Facob did to. Laban, Tn the 


day the drought conſumed me, and the froſt by 

night, and my ſleep departed from mine eyes. 

Thus have Teen twenty years in thy hzwſe : I 
Hs fired 
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ſerved thee ſourteen years for thy two daug). 
ters, and ſix years for thy cattel; Gen, 31, 
40, 41, Tell me, Chriſtian man, haſt 
thou ſerved God thus twenty years? Thou 
knoweſt thy wages if thou ſerveſt God; 
Not Labans daughters,nor flocks of ſheep; 
God himſelf ſhall be the reward of thy 
ſervice : Thou ſhalt be bleſſed both in ſoul 


and body 3 It ſhall be well with thee on. 


every fide; Thou ſhalt enjoy all manner 
of delights ; greaelights without either 
ſacking or loathing, and withour end, 
Thou ſhalt ſwim in the bottomleſs Ocean 
of pleaſures : And yet (behold) thy hands 
are ſjack to every good work ; Thy feet 
are flow to go to Church ; thy heart con- 
!umes away with envy, flames with anger 
and revenpe.aboundeth with the vermine 


of filthychoughts.and is quire dead through 


Norhfulneſs and impatience. Ts this th 

{crving of God ? Is this the way, thinke 

thou to heaven, to immortal life, to Eter- 
nal bletjednefs ? Surely it is not. Why 
doſt thou not rather as Facob did, when 
thou art weary with any labour which 
thou undergoeſt in the ſervice of God, 
when the world goes ill with thee, when 
adverſity prefſeth thee, proſperity ſeduceth 


thee, and labours burthen thee, lift up 


rhine eyes to heaven, behold Rachel, who 
15 Promiſed unto thee, and thus comfort 


up 
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up thy ſelf, Be not troubled, O my ſoul: 
Behold thy Rachel, thy Rachel, which is 
in heaven, fair Rachel, comely Rachel; 
Rachel that is all beautiful, not having 
any one blemiſh about her !: Behold hea- 
ven, and the houſe of thy Eternalreſt and 
pleaſure! Be content to ſuffer for a while, 
4 little ſorrow, and ſome pains: For thou 
ſhalt ſhortly be where thy Rachel is; and 
there thou ſhalt be the more joyful and 


bleed, by how much the more thou art 


here ſorrowful and afflited : There ſhall. . 
thy reſt be rlie more pleaſant and joyful, 
by how- much the more thy life here -1s 
heavy and painful. Well then,be of good 
courage, ſhew Chriſtian fortitude and pa- 
tience. Eternity, blefled Eternity 1s more 
worth, infinitely more worth, than all 
that we can do or ſuffer : If thus, O-: 
Chriſtian brother , thou wouldeſt ani- - 
mate and encourage thy ſelf , if. with 
ſuch eyes thou wouldſt oftner look up 
to heaven, if with ſuch affe&ion thou - 
wouldeſt dajly think upon Eternity 3 be- 
lieve it, all the days of ſervice here on 
earth would ſeem but few, for the great 


love which thou wouldeſt have unto E- 


ternity > Thou wou!ldeſt count all la- 
bour eafie , all troubles welcome, all - 
!ofſes' gain, This I will ſay , and there- 


-with .. 
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with I will conclude, The more a man 
thinks upon the Eternity of the world 
to come, the more care he will take 


here to lead a godly life in this preſent 
world. 
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THE SEVENTH 


CONSIDERATION 
Upon 


ETERNLEFR 


How Chriſtians uſe to paint Eternity. 


E that is to go through an houſe 
H in the dark muft go warily 'and 
leiſurely, ſtep after ſtep, and 

he muſt grope for the wall. If mans un- 
derſtanding will be prying into Ezermty, 
if he thinks here in this life to enter into 
it, he1s much deceived : The way is dark 
and full of difficulties. He may hurt him- 
ſelf by the way, bur he ſhall never here 
attain unto it, The way thither 1s bur 
ſhort indeed : but when a man is once in, 
there is no coming out again, Andyet 
though no mortal man can ſo: conceive of 
Eternity, that he can certainly ſay what-it 
1s, notwithſtanding the infiniteneſs there- 
of is ſhadowed our by certain pictures and 
 reſemblances, in ſuch manner that every 
man may have a glimpſe of it. Whartfo- 
ever 
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ever we ſpeak or write concerftiing Eter- 
nity, howſoever we fer 1t ont In colonrs; 
all is but a ſhadow, yea a ſhadow of ſha- 
dows : No Orator in the world can with' 
all his Rhetorick, ſufficiently expreſs it; 
No Liner with all his curious art and 
Skill can ſet it forth to the life. IF al! 
times that ever were and ever ſhall be 
ſhould be pur together, they would infi- 
nitely come ſhort of Eternity : The lati- 
tude rhereof 1s not to be meaſured.neither 
by hours,nor days,nor weeks, nor months, 
nor years, nor Lyſtra's, nor Olympad's, 
nor Indittions, nor Fubilees, nor Ages, nor 
Plato's years, nor by the moſt flow mo- 
tions of the Eighth Sphere, though theſe 
were multiplied by a thouſand, or a mil- 
lion, or the greateſt multipher or Number 
zumbering that can be imagined, Neither 
can it be meaſured by any Number num- 
| bered, as by theStars of Heaven, the Sands 
_ of the Sea, the Graſs of the Field, the 
Drops of the River, and ſuch like. The 
number of Eternity 1s paſt finding out. 
The Sailers uſe to ſound the depth of 
the Sea by a Plummer and a Line : Let us 
alſo let down the Plummet and Line of 
our humble and reverent cogitations, to, 
ſound the depth of Eternity, which yet 1s 
paſt finding ont. Burt if we will go by 
chis Map, 1f we will fail by this Card, if 
; we 
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we will view well this Pidzrz, we ſhall 
come much nearecr finding it, than other- 
wiſe we ſhould. - 

Chrift as a Child, taken as it were from 
the Manger and the Cradle, almoſt quite 
naked, and without clothes, ffands in the 
clouds : on bis ſhoulders he bears a Croſs : 
i the clouds there 1s this inſcription. E- 
TER NITT : bineath Chriſts feet, down 
upon the earth there 1s the Scel:ton of a 
man, or nothing but the bones of a man 
withour hair orskin, only he hath a beard 
to be known by : in his left hand he ho.derh 
a piece of parchment , 1n which 
theſe words are written, Homen- Gregor. 
taneum quod deleffat : That which 
ailighteth is momentary : in his right hand. 
he holdeth up an Applz. Near unto him 
there ſtandeth a Raven pecking -a ſhell- 
fiſh, with 'this ſubſcription , Cras, Cras, 
T: Morrow, To Morrow. The earth opens 
ber month, and flames of fire break forth 
and tend alofr, 1n which theſe 
words are written, FEterrum Gregor. 
quod cruciat, That whith tormen- | 
teth is Eternal. 'Chrif} coming down 'from 
the clouds Two adore with bended knees of 
divers ſex,in the place of all mankind.Be- 
hind them there is a running Hour Glaſs, 
or a Dial 'meaſuring hours by the running 
of water, called a Clepſjdra 3 and a Booy 

lying 
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lying wide open. One one page there i; 
written. They ſpend their days In mirth, and 
7 a moment go down to the grave. Job 21, 
13, On the other page, Who ſhall delivy 
one from the body of this death ? Rom. 9. 24, 
Before them ſtands Two heavenly Angels, 
which embrace them with theirarms; and 
pointing at Chriſt bid them lift up their 
eyes nnto him. This 1s the Pifture: The 
meaning followeth. 


CHAP. I 
Chrift inviting. 


Hrift the Eternal Son of the Etrnal 

_) God came into this world, clad 
with no other garment than we, that is, 
ſtark naked.' The garment of immorta- 
lity and innocency we loſt by Adams dif- 
obedience. And now (alas. ) how miſe- 
rably arrayed do we come into this world! 
Chriſt together with us, yea for us, ſuf- 
fereth puniſhment and yet was not guilty 
of any ſin. But what meaneth -rhis Croſs 


upon the Shoulders of the Son of God ? It 


15a bedon which he ſlept in death, Golgo- 
tha was his chamber. The-Thorns his pil- 
low, and the Croſs his bed. Which ma- 


ny religious men of former times well con- , 


{idering 
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ſdering with themſelves,have voluntarily 
and freely choſen to he hard and take lj- 
tle reſt, that at the day of Reſurre&ion 
they might riſe jovfully to reſt Eternal. 
Some, as we may read, have made the 
Earth their Mattreſs, Sackcloth their 
Sheer, and a Stone their Boulſter. And 


many there are which do ſo ſtil! to this 


day, But I leave them, and return to 
Chriſt. He ſuffered death, ever that moſt 
bitter and ſhameful death of the Croſs. To 
what end ? That he might ſave us from 
death Eternal, Dye we muſt all of us; 


bur our death js but ſhort. In a moment, 


n the twinkling of an eye the ſou] 1: ſnat- 
ched from the body, and this 1s all that 
which we call Death. Bur it 1s not fo 
wth them in Hell : Their torments far 
exceed all the ſorrows and pangs of death, 


not only becauſe there are more grievous 


for their quality, but alfo becauſe they are 
of longer continuance beyond all compari- 
fon ; for they are Eternal. So then their 
torments are, always to be tormented 3 
and their death, to dye always. And from 


this death hath Chriſt the Son of God de=: 


livered us; the Child that we ſee deſcri-:-. 
bed walking amidſt the clouds. Under his 
feet 1s a bare Sceleton, or the bare bones 
of a man, which by all ſigns we may ga- 
ther to be our forefather Adams. Hearken 

ye 


NS 
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ve children, and ye childrens children, 
hearken unto the words of your Fore-fa- 
ther Adam thus ſpeaking unto you. 


—_— —_ 
—_——— — 


CHAP. 1L 


oe 


Adam lamenting. 


'S My Chi'dren, hapoy then indeed, 
/ if your Fore-father had known: his 


_ own happineſs. but now miſcraile, and. 


thar even in this, becauſe mine. By me 
were you deſtroyed before you were be- 
gorten ; by 'me were you damned before 
_ were brought forth, I fain would 

as God, and by that means I am lefr 
ſcarce a man. Before you could'periſh, 
you all periſhed in me. I my ſelf do not 
know, whether you may better call mea 
Father, or a Tyrant, and a Murderer, 
I cannot wonder or complain juſtly that 
you are ſo vicious ant ſo finful ; for you 
learned it -of me. I am forry that you 
are ſo diſobcdient ; bur this you learned 
alſo of me. I was firſt difobedient un- 
to God that made me, The Angels 1n 
Heaven bluſh and are aſhamed to (ce 
your Gluttony and Intemperance 3 bit 
this is your Fathers fault. Your pride hath 
made you odious and dereſtable _ 
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God ; but this Monſter firſt conquered 
and rriumphed over me, and fo Pride be- 
came more proud than ſhe was before. 
This 15 the inheritance you receive from 
me, nothing elſe but an heap of miſeries. 
God indeed of his free good will gave un- 
to me by a ſure promiſe Heaven for an 
Inherirance, and intailed it upon you : 
BurT have undone you all, cut oft the In- 
tail, and prodigally made away all for 
one bit, I valued my Wife andanApple 
more than you all, more than Heaven, 
more than God. A curſed and unhappy 
Dinner, for which I deſerved to Sup in 
Hell many thouſand years after. I lived 
in Paradiſe, a Garden full of all delight 
and pleaſure beyond imagination : God 
gave me the free uſe of all things therein, 
only the fruit of one Tree was forbidden 
me, I was Lord of all the Creatures, I 
was wife and beauriful, firong and luſty. 
I 2bounded with all manner of delights. 
The Air was then as temperate as could 
he defired ; the Clouds were clad in 
btight blew : the. Heaven ſmiled upon us 3 
the Sun did ſhine ſo pure, that nothing 
could be more. All things ſeemed to 
pratifie us at our new marriage. Our eyes 
could behold nothing but that which-was 
flouriſhing and pleaſing to them, Our 
ears were continually filled with matey; 

ene 
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the Birds thoſe nimble Choriſters of the 
Air ever warbling our their pleaſant dit- 
ties. The Earth of it ſelf brought forth 
odcriferous Cinnamon and Saffron, [ 
was compalled abour with pleaſures on 
every tide. I lived free-and remote from 
all care, ſorrow, fear, labour, ſickneſs.and 
death.I ſeemed to be a God upon Earth 
The Angels in Heaven rejoyced to ſee my 
happineſs; there was none that did envy 
me, but my ſelf; but becauſe I obeyed 
not the voice of God, all theſe evils fell 
upon me. BR 

I was driven out of Paradiſe, baniſhed 
from the ſight of God, and for ſhame [ 
hid my face. Labor, ſorrow, mourning, 
fears, tears, calamities, a thouſand miſe- 
ries ſeiſed upon me, and quite wearied 
me our: You feel 1t;.as many as are of 
my family ; and that which ſeemeth to be 
the end of a!l temporal miſery and ſor- 
% 15 oftentimes the beginning of Eter- 
nal. 

O my Children, learn by your own 


woful experience, learn by your own lob 


and mine ; learn, I fay, to be wiſe at 
length, I will give you but one leſſon, 
and it is but in three words, which you 
ſhall do well to learn by heart, and that 
is, To hate ſin. Behold / Do you not ſee 


a grievous flame breaking out hard by 
| me 
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me ? It hath burnt ever ſince ſin firſt 


"Yentred into the World, and ſhall never he 


put out. All other pumſhments are bur 
light, and ſhall ſhortly have an end ; bur 
the damned fhall be tormented in this 
flame, for ever and ever. Now. if we 
will, we may eſcape it. Heaven is ſet 
open to all-;z butthere is no coming to it, 
but by the way of Repentance, and the 
ate 'of the' Croſs, He that walketh in 
this way, and entreth in at this gate, may 
he certain of his Salvation, and eternal _ 
joy in the Kingdom of Heaven, where he 
ſhall have an everlaſting habitation. This 
is the counſel of Ada” to his children, I 
ſay it is Adam'scountel, 

Who falling once, did make his children all 

Both guilty of his puniſhment and fall. 


CHAP, IL 
The Ravmns croahing. 


T Ear unto the Sceleton of the Proto- 
| N 21a, or the bare bones of the firſt 
Man that God made, is the Ravens place 
n the Piture, which maketh very much ' 


bor the repreſentation of Eternity ro the 


life, It is a well-known ſaying of St. 
Avgnſline, Cr.vs, Cras, that 1s, To Morrow 
To 
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To morrow, 3s the voice of the Ravn: 
Mqurn therefcre ay a Dove, and beat thy 


breſt, The chieteſt cauſe, that I conceive, 


why moit men loſe their part and. portion 
of Blej1:d4 Eternity, is becauſe they ſeek 
It not Ty 4ay, but defer the ſeeking of it 
till To marrow. For. what 1s more frequent 
or ordinary, than putting off repentance 
rill To morrow, To morrow, which God 
doth Know we are uncertain, whether we 
ſhall hive to ſee or no? Bur that jwe may 
nor ſeem to put 1t off without ſome fair 
pretence we make many fair promiſes un- 
to God. 


I will To morrow, that I will, 
IT will be ſure to doit 1 | 
To morrow cones, To morrow goes 
And flill thox art to do it. 
Th:s ſiill repentance is deferr'd 
From one day to another : 
Until the day of Death 1s come, 
And Fudgment 25 the other. 


But the day of promiſe 15 ſo long a com- 


ing, that the day of Death ofren prevent- 


eth it, and we are ſuddenly ſnatcht away 3 
and ſwallowed up of Eternity;;;;and 10 
plunged into the gulf ; miſerd{yle men 
that we are, into the gulf of everlaſting 
horror and deſpair. This is it that undo- 


cl 
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eh many, ſaith S. Auguſtine 3 whileſt 
they cry, Cras, Crs, To morrom, ; T3 
Enrrow, the gate 15 ſuddenty ſhut againit 
| fl them. Therefore the Son of $17. otren 
© calleth upon us to this purpoie, ake no 
Ml tarring to turn unto the Lord, and put not 
Woof from day to day : For ſuifenly (hall the 
, wrath of God come forth, and in thy ſicu-' 
| W rity thou ſhalt be deſiroyid, and periſh in 
Wl the dav of vengeance, Erolus 4. 7, To was 
truly faid of Seneca, that Rimen Pr ilofo- 
. T pher, A great part of our hie ve ipena in 
| Gin il! ; the greateſt part tn doing no- 
thing ; but all in doing another cliiig, ra- 
ther than rhat we ſhouid. Not unlike to 
drchimedgs, who when Syrzcuſe was taken, 
was fitting fecure at home, and drawing 
Circles with his Compais in the Duſt. For 
do we not ſee moſt men. when the Eter- 
nal Salvation of their Souls 1s m queſtion, 
handling their Duſt, and ſtretching them- 
{elves to their furtheſt compaſs, ſer upon 
the Tenter-hooks, 2s it were, and di- 
ſiraged with Law-ſuits, Money-matters, 
worldly buſineſſes, and labors that ſhall 
nothing profit them at the laſt ? Eternity 
\ £54 thing they never once think of,or elſe 
| £very ſeldom, and then bur ſlightly for a 
| I ſnatch and away, as Dogs are ſaid to lap 
Nat Nilus, Martha, Martha, thou art care- 
' fl and troubled about many things, but one 
I | thing 
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thing is needful, Lub. 10. 41. and that i 
Beatitude or Bleſſedneſs : Not that 
Earth, which ſuch as it 1s, 1s yet but 
ſhort; bur that in Heaven , which i; 
Eternal. 

Before we take any buſineſs in hand, 
we commonly examine it at this wel 
known rule, ſaying, Is it worth my pains 
Shall T get my Bread by it ? Should not; 
Chriſtian man rather in the beginning of 
every work, fit down and ſay with himſelf, 
Shall T gain Heaven by it ? Will it ay 
thing further me in the way to Bleſſed Etn- 
nity? Wedonot love to trouble our head 
with ſuch Queres as theſe 3 we pur off the 
hearing of them till another time; ue 
do adjourn it from one time to another 
and another, and ſhll another ; and at 
the laſt day of the Term. we will grant a 
hearing. Fooliſh men ? When at laſt we 
are not able to labor, then we firſt begin 
to think of labor. When we muſt needs 
depart out of this World, then we begin 
to think upon another World. When we 
can live no longer here, then we begin to 
think of the life to comme hereafter. When 
the hour-glaſs of our ſhort time 15 rud 
out, then we begin to think of Etermiy. 
When there 1s no ttme lefr for repentance, 
then preſently we will repent. Whenthe 


Gate is ſhur, then we knock. But on 
the 
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the fault of all ſinners in- general, ſt! to 
defer their repentance from day ro day. 
Every ſinner is ready to ſay, (faith S. 4x- 
guſline) T cannot now, I will another time. 
Alas! Ala: ! If another time, why not now ? 
Dionyſius , King of Sicily , diſrobing 
Ajollo of his Cloth of Gold, ſaid thus, 
Nec efiati nec byemi veſts hec convenits It 
is a wear neither fit for Winter nor Summer. 
In Summer it 1s tco heavy, and in Winter 
it is too cold. So do many (faith S. Am- 
broſe) play with God, and deceive their 
own Souls, They ſay, Let a young man 
live according to the faſhion of the 
World; ler him drink and dance ; ler 
him go to the Horſe-race, and to the 
Wreſtlers ; let him go a courſing 1n the 
fields with his companions. Ir 15 for old 
men to ſtay at home, and not to ſtir a- 
broad, unleſs it be to Church. This 1s 
too melancholy a lite for a young man. 
But when they. grow old, what do they 
then? Then are-rhey old and fickly;weak 
and feeble : You muſt nor look for theſe 
things of them art that age 3 their ſtrength 
will not permit : Ir 1s not with them as 
fornierly it hath been 3 you muſt give 
them leave to take their eaſe ; let them 
have 4 care of their healch : This 1s all 
they have to do. 
I. a. Thus 
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Thus we let the Summer and Winterof 
our age paſs away, and never once think 
of the Eternal Spring. Burt let us remem- 
ber our ſelves, and as we have opportunity 
let u3 do good, Gal. 6.10. But let not our 
ſong be any more, with the Black Raven, 
Cras, Cras, To morrow, To ;morrow, and 
ſo let, To day, and To morrow, and the 
next, and ſo our whole life paſs away, and 
Eternity overtake us before we are aware, fl 
To morrow 1s not, Today only 1s ours. $ 
faith S. James, Go to now, ye that ſay, Th 
day, or to morrow we will go into ſuch a City, 
and continue there a year, and buy and ſill, 
and get gain; whereas ye bnow not whit 
ſhall be on the morrow. For what 7s our life? 
It zs even 4 vapor that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanijheth away, Jam. 4. 13 
It was a very good anſwer that Meſſodamu 
gave one, inviting him:to a feaſt rhe next 
day, ( as 1t 15 reported by Guido Bitur- 
cenſes.) My Friend, faith he, why doſt 
thou 1nvite me againſt to morrow ? I durft 
not for theſe many years ſecure my ſelf, 
thar I ſhould live one day ; for I have cx- 
peed death every hour. No man js ſuf- 
ficiently armed againſt death, unleſs he 
be always prepared to-entertain it. What 
is it elſe, but raſhneſs and folly, folly and 
madneſs, and indeed meer contempt of 
Eternity, for a man to lie down in eaſe 


upon 
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won a Feather-bed, to fleep ſecure,ſmort- 
ing and ſnoring, and to lodge an enemy, 


4 deadly Enemy, all the while, 11m, in his. 


rery boſom ? Sudden deaths are very 
common and ordinary amongſt us. How 
many have we heard of.that went to Bed 
weil over mght, for ought any man could 
ell,and were found dead inthe morning ! 
[will not fay carried away out of their 


Beds, and caſt intro Hell fire z whether it 


he fo or no, God knoweth. Have we not 
ſeen and known ſome that have been ſud- 
denly ſtruck, faln ſick, and died in the 
ſpace of an hour ? Within an hour ? yea 
leſs than an hour, ſound and fick, quick 
anddead. And yet do we (raſh and fool- 
iſh men) procraſtinate it from day to day 
(that is nothing) from year to year do we 
defer our repentance, and the amendment 
of our lives; and dearch mean time un- 
expected ſeiſeth upon us, and delivereth 
us up unto Eternily. S. Augngline, COr- 
reting in himſelf ſuch lingering and dan- 
gerous delay, ſuch lenitude and back- 
wardneſs of mind and will ro repent, faith 
thus, I felt and found how I w.1 buld in- 
tangled, ana I uttered ſuch lamentable com-- 
Maints as theſe, Quamdiu, quamdiu, Cras 
& Cras ? Quare non hxc hora finis tur- 
pitudinis mex? Mow long (hall I defer, 
and fill cry To morrow, To morrow ? 


3 Why 
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Why do I not now begin, even this very pre. Ml be 
rent hour ? Why do T not break off my ſorful W v 


+ 
4 


courſe, and begin to live bitter? Tos Ip! 
tdate and fell a weeping for very contrition of I n 
Peart. P 

Anthory the Great ( as S. Ferome wit- IN i! 
cf} whenhe uſed exhortartions to the ll ( 
72ple ro ſtir rhem up to godfinets and if ( 
irtue, was.wont to wiſh chem aiways to I it 
keep in mind, and often meditate upon {ff t 
rhar ſaving of the Apoſtle, $9! non occidat fl a 
{hey iracundiam veſiram. Let not the Sm Il « 
£0 duwn upon your wrath, And this pro-fff t 
hibitton he did not reſtrain to wrath only, I « 
but made it general : Let not the Sungo il f 
down upon your wrath, hatred, malice, Þþ | 
envy, Juſt, or any other fin, leſt it depart Y ( 


y 


& wy» 


from you as a witneſs againſt you. 
7Zbn, Patriarch of Alexandria, had a 
certain controverſie with one Nucttas, 4 || 
chief Man of that Ciry. The matter was || | 
ro he tried ar Law, 7ohn was for the poor, || 
Ni::t.zs for his money. Burt for peace ſake | 
rhere was a private meeting and hearing || 
appoinred, to ſce if they could come to 
fome compoſition and agreement. They 
met, they fell ro words, they were hot at 
ir, a great decal of choler and ſtomach 
was ſhown on both parts, neither would 
yicld a jor. ne'ther would depart an inch 
from his right, A great conti15 there ts 
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between them, many hours ſpent to little 
purpoſe : They were further off from A- 
rrcement, at lengrh, then before 3 for 
neither would yield ro Conditions pro-' 
pounded by either. Well, it grew late, 
they departed more offended and diſplea-- | 
ſed one with anorker, than before, and- 
ſo leftthe ſuit pendent. Nicet.zs thought 
ir hard caſe to part with his money, and: 
the Parriarch ſeemed to be in the right, 
and to ſtand our in the Cauice of God,and 
the Poor, But yet when Nicetas was gone, 
the good Biſhop weighed the matter bet- 
tr with himſelf, and condemned himſelt 
for hi: pertinacy; and though he was in a 
good cauſe, and knew it alſo, vet faid, 
Can I think that God will be well pleaſed 
with this implacable wrath, and wilful 
ſtubbornneſs ? The night drawerh on : 
And ſhall I ſuffer the Sun to go down up- 
on my wrath ? Thar 1s 1impiovs, and not 
according to the counſe] of tie Apoitte. 
So the good Prelate could not be at reſt 
t1!] he had ſent unto Nicetas : For he our 
of hand ſent Meſſengers of good eſteem, 
and gave them this charge, thar they 
ſhould ſay no more to him bur only this 
Domine, Sil ad occaſum eſt, that 1s, Sv, 
the Sun is ging down, Upon the hearing 
of which meſ)age, there was ſuch a ſudden 
alteration wrought in Nicet.as, that his 

I 4 high 
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h'gh ſtomachy came down preſently, he 
began to melt,his eyes did ftand full fwoln 
with tears, and he had much ado to keey 
hem in. Out of doors he ran preſently 
after the Vieiſengers { for he made haſte 
'o ipeak with the Patriarch) and coming 
to him in humble m2nner, ſaluted him 
thus, Hoy Father, T will be ruled by you 
in tis, 01 12. any otoer matter. Whereupon 
the Patriarch made him very welcome; 
fo they embraced each orher very loving- 
ty, and became good friends, Great ſure- 
ly was the virtue,and ſpeedy was the ope- 
ration of theſe few words, The Sun Ys 
ing dswn : For preſently upon the hearing 
thereof, a peace was concluded betwixt 
them, which was ſought for before with 
multitude of words, but could not be ef- 
feted. So do thon, whoſoever thou art 
thar knoweſt thy ſelf guilty of any grie- 
vous ſin, if nor before, towards the evet» 
ing, at leaſt, ca!l ro mind thoſe operative 
words, Th: Sun i going down, For what 
knowe ſt r119u,wherher chou ſhalt riſe again 
with th: Sun,or no ? And if thou dieſt in 
che night wirhour Repentance, it 1s a 
jucſtion in which Eternity thou ſhalt have 


thy part, whether of the bleſſed, or of 


the curſed. Wherefore do what thouhaſt 
to do quickly, The Sun is going down. But 
have a care it go not down upon thy luſt 
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or luxury, envy or blaſphemy, detra&ion 
or thefr, or upon any other grievous fin 
unrepented of. Good God ! What a 
thing 15 this ? If there be bur a ſtain ina. 
garment, a ſpot in the face, a blot in a 
cap, we preſently uſe ſome means to take 
itout, or waſhit off. Are theſeſuch eye- 
ſores to us? And yet are we lo blind. 
within, that we cannor ſee our mamfold 
corruptions and pollutions? or do we ſee- 
and ſufter them ? Can we ſuffer them, 
and not be troubled at them ? Are we 
troubled,and yet ſeek no means toexpiate 
and purge them out ? When we are pol- 
luted at any time with the ſtain of ſin, we 
ſhould labour preſently to take it out; the 
ſooner it is done, the better and the eaſier 
tis, Therefore, ſaith S. Ambroſe, we 
ought to be careful to repent ; But that is 
not all, our repentance muſt be alſo 
ſpeedy, for fear 18\t the Heavenly Hus- - 
bvandman in the Goſpel, that planted a 
Fig-tree in his Vineyard, come and ſeek: 
for fruit, and finding none, ſay unto the 
Dreſſer of his Vineyard, Cut it down, If 
the ſentence be once paſt, there 15s no a». 
voiding the fatal blow ; down'is muſt, 
If therefore we find our ſelves once 
wounded with fin, let us look for help in - 
time, The brute beaſts which have no | 
anderſtanding , will teach us ſo much 

I g pro--: 


7 5 The ſeverth Con!deration. 


providence. The Harts of Candyor Crete, 
as ſoon as they are ſtruck, run preſently 
ro their Diffammm or Dittany : The 
Swallows. to cure the blindneſs of thar 
young ones eyes, tlie to ferch rheir Cht- 
{20m or Celandine : The Dog, when 
he 1s fick, makerh haſte to his Graſs, to 
give him a vomit : The Toad fighting 
with the Spider, as ſoon as ſhe feelerh her 
ſelf begin ro ſwell, crawleth to her Plan- 
te, and (o 15 recovered. 

Theſe by a natural inſtin, know their 
own proper Medicines, and upon all oc-! 
caſions preſently make recourſe unto 
them. But we poor miſerable Men.more 
unreaſonable. and without underſtanding 
than the Beaſts, are wounded every day, 
and rhat many times deadly ; and yer not- 
withſtanding we ſeek for no Medicine to 
cure our Spiritual Diſeaſes. We uſe the 
ſame diet we were wont to do; we talk 
as freely and merrily as ever we did ; we 

o to Bed at our accuſtomed hour, and 
fleep according ro our old compals. - But 
Renentance is the Phyfick . that goeth 
_ againſt our ſtomachs, Contrition curreth 

us to i.e heart. Coneſion ſeemeth bitter 
1n-our mouths: We chuſe rather to con- 
tipue fick, rhen to be cuxed. This 1s our 
niſerabie condirinn 3 fo fooliſh are we, 
and void of underſtanding, either No! 
s knowing, 
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knowing, or at leaſt, not imbracng. 
that which would make for our Eternal. 
ood. 

; If we would give ear unto the counſel 

of the Heavenly Angels, which ſeem in 
the Piture according to thetr deſcription, 
togive diretion unto us, and are indeed 

appoinred by God, as Mimiſtring Spirits. 
for our Good 3 If we would, I fay, give 
ear unto their counſel, then certainly we 

ſhould neirher ſuffer our eyes to ſleep.nor 

our eye-lids to lumber, neither the tem-. 
ples of our heads to take any reſt,. until 


-F%our peace and reconciliation were made 


with God. They pur us ſtill 1n mind;thar 
our day is almoſt ſpent, that the night 
draws on, that our glaſs 1s near running 
out, that death is at hand, and after- 
death comerh judgement : But we ſecurely 
walk on in our old way. Let the day. 
ſpend, ler the night draw on, let the glaſs 
run out ; come death; follow judgment ;: 
we are not troubled ac it, we care not, we. 
regard not , no warning of the Angels. 
wil ſerve our turn. 


IWe ſweetly ſleep, and never dream of this. 
Unhappy man whoſoever thou art ! 
—Potes hoc ſub caſu ducere ſomnos ? 


4rd can't thou ſleep in ſuch a caſt as this?" 
| Canlſt: 
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C:nſt thou goto Bed, with a Conſci- 
ence thus laden with ſin ? Canſt thou rake 
any reſt when thou leſt in danger of Eter- 
na! Death ? Cauſt thou lodge in the ſame 
Bed with the Brother of Death, and en- 
ter fleep 1nto thy hofom ? I can, I tell 
thee, that I can, and find no harm at all 
by it. Be not too confident 3 that ma 
happen in the ſpace of one hour, which 
hath not happened in a thouſand. Thou 
art not paſt danger for confider with thy 
ſelf how long thou haſt to live. There 1s 
no great diſtance betwixt thy Soul and 
Death, Hell and Eternity, Ir is gone 1n a 
breath. Thou mayeſt moſt truly fay e- 
very hour, I am within one degree of 
Death, within one foot, yea, within one 
inch. - Death need not ſpend all his Qui- 
vers upon thee : One Arrow, the head of 
one Arrow ſhall wound thee to the heart, 
and make ſuch a large orifice, that blood | 
and ſpirits, and life and all, ſhall ſud- 
denly run out together. Either thou liveſt 
in a malignant and corrupt Air, or 
elſe thou art troubled with diftillations 
faling down from thy Head upon-thy 
Lungs, or elſe there is ſome obſtruQtion in 
the Veins, or in the Liver, or elſe the 
Vital Spirits are ſuffocated, or elſe the 
Pulſation of the Arteries is 1ntel 
cepted, or clſe the Animal Spirits = 
ac 
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back to their Head, and there are either 
frozen to death, or elſe drowned. One 
way or other thou poſteſt to the end. of 


thy ſhort race 3 and preſently thou art: 


but a dead man, carried away to Eternity 
in the turning of a hand, before thou 
couldſt imagine or think upon it. There 
are a thouſand ways to bring a Man ta his 
end : I do not ſpeak of lingring Deaths, 
before which there goes ſome warning, 
but of ſudden Deaths that ſummon us, 
arreſt us, and carry us away all in a mo- 
ment. He dies ſuddenly that dies unpre- 
paredly, Death is not ſudden, if it be 
foreſeen and always expe&ed. That 1s 
ſudden death which was unpremeditated ; 
and unpremeditated death, is the worſt 
of all deaths : And from ſuch ſudden 
death, Good Lord deljver us. It 15 good 
counſel for every one, let him be of what 
age he will; for no age 1s priviledged 
more than another : Death hath a gene- 
ral commiſſion which extends to all pla- 
ces, perſons, ages, there 1s none exempt. 
It is good counſel then, I ſay, for every 
one at all times, and in all places, and in 
all companies to expe& death, and to 
think every day,yea, every hour to be his 
laſt : Then let him die, when pleaſe God, 
he ſhall not die ſuddenly. 


How 
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How many Men have we heard of, 
whoſe light hath ſuddenly been pur our, 
and life raken away, either by a fall, or 
the halter, or poyion, or ſword, or fire, 
cr water, or Lions paws, or Boars tusks, 
or Hcrle heels, anda thouſand more ways 
than theſe ! As many Senſes as we have, 
(that number 1s nothing. ) As many parts 
and members as we have, ( and yer that 
1s nothing.) As many Pores as there he in 
all the parts of our Body put together, fo 
many windows are therefor death rocreep 
in at, to ſteal upon us, and ſuddenly cut 
our throats. Thou waſt born ( faith Saint 
Auguſtine ) that is ſure : For thou ſhalt 
ſurely dies And in this that thy death is co- 
tain, the day alſo of thy death is uncertain. 
None of us knows how near he draws un- 
to his end: TI tnow not (faith 7ob, chap. 
32. 12. ) how long Tſhall live, and how 
ſon my Makbir may tabe me away; or ( as 
our Tran'ation hath ir) I bwow not to give 
flattering titles; in ſo doing, my Maker 
wou!ld ſom tribe me away. In the midſt of 
our life, we are near unto death ; For we 
always carry itin our boſom 3 and whocan 
rell, whether he ſhall live till che evening 
or no ? This murderer and man-ſtealer 
(tor ſo I call Death) hatha thouſand ways 
to hurt us, as by thunder and lightning, 


ft>rms and tempeſt, fire and water, &c. 
lu- 
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Inſtruments of miſchief he hath of all 
forts, as Guns, Bows, Arrows, Slings, 
Spears, Darts, Swords, and what nor ? 
We need not be beholding to former apes 
for examples of ſudden deaths. Alack ! 
we have too many 1n our-own days. Have 
not we our ſelves know many, that laying 
themſelves down to ileep, have fallen in 
ſuch a dead fieep, that they are not to be 
awaked again, till rhey thall hear the 
ſound of the Trumpet at the laſt day ? 
Death doth not always ſend his Heralds 
and Summoners before, to tell us of his 
coming, bur ofren ſteals upon us unex- 
pected 3 and as he finds us,fo he takes us, 
whether prepared or unprepared. Watch 
therefore ; for ye know neither the day nor 
the hour, Matth. 25. 13, There 15a kind of 
Repentance indeed in Hell : But neither 
1s it true, neither will it profit any thing 
at all, For it is joyned with everlaſting, 
and tormenting horror and deſpair. Now, 
now 1s the acceptable time of Revent- 
ance, now Whileft it is called to day, Heb, 
3. 13. Bring forth thertjore ſraits meet for 
repentance, Matth 3. 8. The ::ght com- 
eh when no man can work, Joh. 9. 4. Work 
therefore while it is day. The day, faith 
Origen, is the time of this hfe 3 which 
may ſeem long unto us, but indeed 1s very 


ſhort, if it be compared with Eternity. 
And 
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And after this ſhort day, of this preſent 
life, there follows. the day of Eternity, 
which is infinite long, and hath no night 
to come after 1t. 

O Man, whoſoever thou art, think up- 
on theſe things 3 bur thou eſpecially,who- 
ſoever findeſt thy ſeif guilty of any prie- 
vous fin. Repent and amend, remember 
Eternity,and think upon the day of Death, 
It 1s uncertain in what place Death will 
expet thee; do thou therefore expe& 
Death in every place. As the Lord ſhall 
find thee when he calls for thee, ſo ſhall 
he alſo paſs ſentence upon thee. 


— — 
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remember the end aud thou (lali 
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THE EIGHTH 
CONSIDERATION 
Upon 
ETERNITY. 
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Him Chvi''; ms ought not only to look aan 
the Eniims and Piftures of Erermity, 
but ca-75 home and look within themſelves, 
and j:rin:ſly meditate upon the thing it 
ſelf. | 


Rdcr requires now, that leaving 
S the Pja/miſt, and the reſt, who 

have deſcribed unto us Eternity 
we ſhoulcl deſcend into ourſelves, keep ar 
home, and ſtay within. He 1s a great 
way from home, from himſelf. and from 
his own ſalvation. whoſoever hath an eye. 
to that only which 1s tranſicory, and for- 
petreth that which is Erernal, 

The Lawyers know weil enough rhat a 
man will not let go his right and title, 
though jr be but in a matter of three- 
nalf-pznce, if it be a perpetuity, and to 
be yearly paid for ever, Yeazir is thought 

a 
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a great Rent, if a Man be bound co pay, 
though bur three farchings vearly, to his 
* Land-lord., as lons as the World endures, 
In ſuch eſteem arc perpetuties, chough 
In things little worth. though bur three 
Pepper-corns. If thou arc fo fliciras 
and eapecr in-puriung thy right of chree- 
half- pence , how comes it to pa, Q 
Man, that thou art fo ncgligent and care- 
tels 1n ſeeking after the Inheritance of an 
Erernal Kingdom. winch may be had at a 


few years purchaſe ? Thou falleſt out with 


thy Brother for three-half-pence, thou 
goeſt ro Law with him, thou makeſt it a 
long ſuit : In the mean time, thou ſuffer- 
eſt others to carry away the inheritance 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, What is the 
reaſon ? Is it ſo little worth ? Is 1t not 
worth looking after ? Ir ſcems thou think- 
eſt (c,orelſe thou wouldſtlabor for it more 
than thou doſt. Thou art much cumbred 
abour other things ; thou thinkeſt all pains 
little enough 3 thou arr never weary of 
ſeeking after them : But as for Eternity, 
that thou thinkeſt to be a great way off, 
and therefore thou art ſcarce ever at lct- 
ſure ſo much as once: to think upon 1t; 
or, if thou art any time at leiſure, then 
thou haſt no mind to it. O! Ir 1584 
grievous thing, and very weariſome to be 
always looking after that which yet 15 ra 

ere 
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hre ever throughly to be looked into, Who 
would trouble his head, and weary his 
mind about it ? We are all for the preſent. 
Give us preſent poſſeſſion 3 that 1s the 
thing we defire, that 1s the thing we de- 
light in .: There 1s ſome content in 
that. 

See our folly and want of diſcretion. 
What blindneſs 1s this, -or rather 1s it not 
madneſs, to look for certainty where none 
is, and where it 15 never to look for it ? 
Ina buſineſs concerning our temporal and 
uncertain riches, we love to be certain, 
we will have good ſecurity, which yet, at 
the beſt, 1s very uncertain. But concern- 
ing Eternal and certain riches, we make 
our ſelves ſo certain, that we look for no 
aſſurance 3 we are ſo ſecure, that we look 
for no ſecurity, which yer, if we would, 
we might have as good ascould be defired. 
Does any man lend money without a Bill, 
or a Bond, or Pledge ? Every man hath 
this preſently in his mouth, I love to be 
certain 3 I defire good ſecurity; I will 
go ſafely to work 3 I will not pur the mar- 
terto hazard. Things preſent and cer- 
tain, when we hold the balance, always 
weigh down things future and uncertain. 
Better, ſay we, (as the Proverb goes U 
one Bird-in the hand, than two in the buſh. 
And, I had rather ſee a Wren in 4 Cage 

| INAn 


_ than an Eagle in the Clouds. We are of 
Plautys his mind, we carry our eycsin our 
hands, and believe no more than we ſee, 
What fond and fooliſh Men are we, that 
ſeek for certainty of ſuch rhings as are 
moſt uncertain, which deceive us moſt 
when we make our ſelves moſt ſure of 
them, which make themſelves wings and 
flie away, whileſt we think we have them 
fait enoagh in ovr hands ! Bur, be jt 
known unto all Chriſtian people, what 
aſſurance and ſecurity Chriſt, the King of 
Heaven will give : What aſſurance, 1 
ſay, of Eternal Life, Chriſt will give un- 
to all thoſe that will enter Bond for per- 
formance of Covenants. I} thou wilt #- 
ter into liſe, keep the Commanaments, 
Matth. 19. 17. Si vis ad vitam ingred, ſi- 
va mandata, The Condition of this O\- 
ligation is ſuch, That if chou keepeſt the 
Commandments, thou ſhalt enter into 
hfe, Life Eternal : But if thou breakeſt 
- the Commandments, in as much as thou 
breakeſt them, then this Obligation ſhall 
be void, and of none effet, For whoſo- 
ever breaketh one of theſe Command- 
ments, and deferreth his repentance, and 
; doth not the ſame hour wherein he hath 
ſinned , ſeek reconciliation and peace 
with God, whom he hath offended ; he 


' 15 1n danger to loſe himſelf, and all -— 
c 
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he hath, and manifeſtly hazardeth the 
Eternal Salvation both of Soul and Body. 
There 1s bur three fingers bredrh.or rather 
but an 1nch between him and death. For 
he hath within himſelf the matter of a 
thouſand diſeaſes and cauſes of death : 
And yet raſh and fooliſh Man, he perſiſt- 
«hand continueth ſtill without fear or wit 
in the ſtate of damnation ; in which ſtate, 
if it ſhould pleaſe God to take him away 
ſuddenly, he 1s in danger to periſh ever- 
aſtingly. Is it not a bold and foohſh 
- » for a Man to adventure ail that 
e hathata caſt, and hazard the loſs of 
Eternal Riches, when he may eaſily keep 
them ? | 
if a Man ſhould ſuffer in Hell bur fo 
many torments , as he hath lived hours, 
or but ſo many torments as he hath com- 
mitted fins all his life ; this might ſeem 
ſomewhat the more tolerable. If 1t were 
ſo, that 1n Hell there were any end of 
torments, after the expiration of any cer- 
tain number of years, Men would make 
noend of ſinning. all the days of their , 
life. The enemies of God would increaſe 
every day more and more. For albeit 
they know that the torments in Hell are 
ſo many in number, that they cannot be 
numbered ; ſolong for continuance, that 
they cannot be meaſured 3 ſo nee 
or 
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for quality, that they cannot be endured, 
but with ſuch infinite pain, that every 
minute of an hour ſhall ſeem a whole 
year. Notwithſtanding all this, Men are 
nothing deterred from fin, but walk on 
boldly, or rather run headlong to their 
own deſtruction. 

Tf all the torments that can be infli&- 
ed or imagined, ſhould be heaped toge- 
ther upon the head of a Man for an hun- 
dred years together, they would not come 
near the puniſhments of Hell for one year, 
no, not for a day, nor yet an hour. All 
the puniſhments that Thieves, Robbers, 
Murderers, and ſuch MalefaRors ſuffer, 
though grievous for the time, yet they are 
quickly ended ; in three or four daysthe 
are over, Or in the compaſs of a wee 
at moſt ; but the tormepts of the damn- 


ed are nor for a year, ' or an age, but 


for ever. God ſhall ever puniſh them, 
2ccauſe he can never puniſh them e- 
nough, though he puniſh them to all 
Eternity. 
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CHAP. I. 


Eternity doth not only cut off all comfort and 
eaſe, but even alt hope alſo. 


forter in all calamities and diſtreſſes, 

which hatha ſovereign virtue to miti- 
cate and affwageall pains and ſorrows. And 
God of his great mercy, for the moſt part; 
in all adverſities, ſtill leaveth a Man fome 
11 || pero help and ſuccor. The fick man as 
long as he lives, he ſtill lives in Hope : As 
long as there 15 life, there is Hope, But 
after this life ended, there remaineth to 
the damned nomore any _ of comfort, 
Her, the laſt comforter of all , taketh 
her flight,and Eternal Deſperation ſeiſerh 
upon them. The Prophet Daniel ſpeak- 
«h of an Angel coming down from Hea- 
_ ven, and ſaying, Haw the Tree down and 
1 {©} «roy it, cut oft her boughs, ſhake off her 
kaves, and ſcatter her fruit abroad, yet 
ave the (lump of the Roots thereof in the 
Earth, Dan. 3- Upon which words 
latch St. Ambroſe, The leaves and the fruit 
art ſhaken off , byt the root is preſerved 3 
that is, Delights here are taken from us, 
and puniſhments are inflited upofi us,but 
yet Hope 1s not taken away from us. Be- 

K hold! 


F: this Iife we have Zope for our com- 
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hold ! The Root 1s > x pad Hope is left Bun: 
behind. In Hell it hath no rooting. BH 
hold the day cometh, (crieth the Prophetſſlth 
Malachy). that ſhall burn them up, ſaith thWul 
Lord of Hoſts, that it ſhall leave them nic 
ther root nor branch. And Job lamentiggſſto 
cryeth out, I am gone, and my. Hope bath 
he removed like a Tree, Job 19.10. TWIEBi 
Hope, or, The txpiftation of the wich 
ſkall periſh, fo ſaith Solomon. Prov. 10. 28th 
Therefore whileſt there is time and placeſp! 
for Hope, let us have MHopr;, but let wh: 
Hope for ſuch things as we ought, AllNc| 
humane things are vain and uncertain, ki 
The Heathen Poet tells us ſo much int: 


theſe Verſes, - 
t 

Omnia ſnnt hominum tenui pendentia filo, ſ 
Et ſubito caſu que valuer eruunt t 


All bumane things hang by a ſlender thred, | 
What ſtands moſt firong, is quickly Tinea. D 


We muſt not therefore place our Hot, Þ: 
truſt, and confidence in ſuch things. Saint Ft 
Bernard ſhewerh us a better way in theſe | 
words, Faith faith, God hath prepared for Nt 
the faithful , great and unconceivable good ||| 
things. . And He faith, He bath reſervid } : 
them, and laid them up for thee. And Cha | 
rity faith, in the third place, 7 make gu 

an 
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eft Bud think it long till T cometo them. True 
Br Hope, as St. Gregory affirmeth, raiſerh up 
het the mind to the thought of Eternity, and 
thluketh away the fenſe of all outward 
'2i-croſſes and troubles. True Hope makes v3 
by to underſtand, that all worldly things are 
at) Main, but a Modicym , but for a moment, 
TyEBur, O that moment, on which all Ztey- 
bynity doth depend ! The day of death, and 
26 the hour of the extream and laſt agony, is 
ce Fproperly that moment, and that precious 
jewel ; for buying whereof, rhe wiſe Mer- 
All chant ſelleth all that he hath. But few 
in, know the worth of this jewel. About E- 
internal Salvation, ſaith St. Jerome, every 

man is negligent. But what1s the reaſon 

that men are ſo negligent in a thing of 

ſuch great moment ? Poqt Men | We are 

troubled with weak and ill eyes. We ſee 

well enough near at hand, but we can 

ſcarce perceive any thing afaroff, T'do 

not ſpeak of ſuch as are come to mans 

eſtate, or ſuch as are grown old. Boys 
pe, and Girls when they are new taken from 
nt F their Cradle, before they have all their 
ſe I teeth come forth, learn the firſt elements 
or I of vices, they ſmutch their fingers pre- 
od |f ſently with the ſoil of covetouſneſs ; 
{4 J and after a while , they have an unſa- 
4- } table defire after getting riches ; they 
t, learn to make good markets for them- 
ia R 2 {elves 
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ſelvesz if they meet with a good penny. 
worth, they preſently lay hold upon jt fl 
their hand 15 preſently in the purſe, either 
laying out for gain, or rye. fo gain; E 


they know how to make the beſt uſe anc 
_ advantage of their money ; they get an 

inſight into the myſteries of divers trade: 
they will be talking ot merchandiſe, th 
will learn good judgment of Wines; t 
(will tell ou what faſhion and cur js inuſe 
beyond fea, 7uyvenal the Poet in his $i 
tyrs, gave theſe a laſh long ago. 


This old Wives teach Boys in their Infancy 
And Girls do learn before their A BC. 
Hencezs rice, b 
"Of every vices 


"Hence cometh: our groſs ignorance,and 
: forgetfulneſs of things Eternal. Youny 

old, .all do overyalue their Money 
but as for Heaven and Eternity, the 
'know 'not, neither will they underſtand 
;the true worth of them. Bur let us pro 
,cced, | th 
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Y 
ko . CHAP, II, 


in; Eternity 7s a Seay and a three-beaded Hydra © 
dll but it is a!ſo a Fountain of all Foy, 


[ Would fain ask thee, O Chriſtian ' 
Man, whoſoever thou art that heareſt 
Fermons often, but ſeldom, it may be, 
Jwith attention and devotion 3 thee eſpe- 
gally fan would I ask one queſtion. Sup- 
poſe thou ſhouldſt rake in hand to lade out 
all the Water in the Sea, into a ſmall 
River near adjoyning, which runneth back 
again into the Sea continually, as fait as it 
caſt our, Suppoſe thou ſhouldft uſe no 
other Ladle but a very ſmall Spoon to caſt 
tout withal, Now tell me, How long 
ndfj doeit thou think thou ſhould(t be 1n drain- 
ung] ing of the Sea : Or again, Suppoſe thou 
yy I fouldſt draw it out with a Bucket as big 
heyſl 5 an Hopſhead ; and as fait as thou draw- 
iM &ſt, pour it out into another Channel. 
4 Anſiver me, In how many years doft thou 
 Fthink thou ſhouldſt be able to draw the 
Sea dry ? To fit ſcorching and frying in 
the flames of Hell fire ſo many years, I 
know thou wilt ſay, were a grievous ard 
wetched torment 5 and yer the damned 
\ Py would think it well with them, if ir were 
ſaThey would like the condition well,and' 
RK 3 not 
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nor think the time long, ſo that they had 
any ailurance,thatat length their torment; 
ſhud have an end,and not extend to all 
F*ernity, 

We read in Heatheniſh Authors of old 
tine, a thing more ſtrange than true, of 
1 cerrain Hydra or Snake, which (as they 
frigned) had three heads, and as ſoon ay 
one was cut off, had two ſhoot up in the 
place thereof, But if this Hydya be any 
where to be found, it is in Hell; where 
there is a threefold Eternity, which like 
the Hydra ſtretcheth out her long neck 
with three heads. that is, The pain of loſs, 
the pain of ſenſe,and the worm of Conjcientt 
teat never dieth, What miſerable and 
1mprovident men are we, that having but 
a ſhort journey to go, but full of dangers 
all che way,go on notwithſtanding ſo mer- 
rily and ſportingly, as if we were walkin 
ail the while through Paradiſe, or a m 
pleaſant Garden, free from all fear of E- 
nemies ; and in theend of our walk, pre- 
fently to be received and admitted as C- 
Zens into our Heavenly Countrey.a place 
of all ſecuriry ! For can we be ignorant ! 
if we be, 1t 15 our own fault. But we cat- 
not be ignorant, that at length we ſhall 
come to the two Gares of Eternity, the 
one of the blefied, the other of the damt- 
ed :. And enter we muſt at one of —_— 
. that 
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that 3s certain 3 at. which God knows, it 
1s accordingly aswe ſhall behave and carry 
our ſelves by the way, 

Lawentius Fuftinianus, wondering at 
the merry madneſs of ſuch Travellers , 
breaks forth 1nto this exclamation, O the 
lamentable condition of mortal men, which 
20 01 exulting all the way, whilest they are 
but exi'es, or banihed men from thiir own 
Countrty ! Let us not ſettle our minds up- 
on any vain joys,and fond toys by the way, 
whileſt we are travelling towards our 
Countrey ; but let us ſo run our race, that 
at theend thereof, we may obtain admit- 
tance 1n at the Gate,which 1s the entrance 
to Eternal Blefſedneſs, God hath indeed. 
created us rather unto joys and pleaſures, 
than unto Iabors and ſorrows ; but we are 
much miſtaken,both ofthe time and place: 
It 1s not here, it ſhall be hereafter. Joys 
are prepared in 'Heaven;' but none. but 
the good and faithful fervants ſhall enter 
mto them. And by. what means may a 
man obtain entrance ? RKnoweft thou not 
what Chriſt ſaid?” The Kingdom of Heaven 
juffereth violence; and the violent take it by 
force, Matth. 11. 12: Think now thus 
with thy (elf, Am I this violent man ? Is 
this the violence here ſpoken of, To ear, 
to.drink, toriſe up to play, to lie dovn.to. 
take my eaſe ? It is not certainly. Fight 
R 4 we. 
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we muſt,. but it muſt be the good fight, 
tke Chriſtian Champions 3 Run we muſt, 
but ſo, that we may obtain ; Strive we 
muſt, but to enter 1n at the ſtrait Gate, 
Labor we muſt, and offer violence to the 
Ringdom of Heaven 3; bur 1t muſt be in 
due time and place.Now whileſt we have 
time here, whileſt we are on the way, 
whileft we have life and ſtrength, that 
when we come to the point of death, and 
ſo paſs the Horizonof this World,and de- 


part into another, never to return back 


again; when we ſhall be tranſlated from 
Time to Eternity, then at the laſt we may 
have joy for our life paſt,and hope for that 
which 1s to come. Letus labor therefore, 
tet us labor, I ſay, and offer violence to 
our ſelves, fighting againſt our own fro- 
ward wills andaffe&ions : So ſhall we ob- 


tain by the mercy of God, everlaſting reſt 


for ſhort labor, and eternal glory fora few 
days travel. 

True and ſolid joy is not here to be 
found in vain delights and pleaſures, but 
in Heaven,where there is joy and pleaſure 
for evermore. God prepared 4 gourd, and 
made it come over Jonah, that it might be 4 
ſhadow over his head, to deliver bim from bus 
grief, Jonah 4. 6. So Jonah was EXceed- 
ing glad of the gourd. And what is all the 


pleaſure, or rather vanity of this preſent 
World ? 
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World ? Is it not like Joxabs gourd flou- 
ciſhing for a time, and yeilding a comfort- 
able ſhadow ? Rich Men have their gourd 
alo,that is,their riches, under the ſhadow 
whereof they rejoyce withexcceding great 
joy, Drunkards and Gluttons have their 
gourds alſo, thar 1s, great Tables and de- 
licious fare, under the ſhadow whereof 
they are merry and joyful.. Voluptuous 
Men alſo have their gourds too, that 1s, 
their unlawful pleaſures, under the ſha- 
dow whereof they lie down and ſport 
themſelves. Bur (alas!) ſorrow follows 
after ſuch joy, and ſuddenly overtakes it. 
Their mirthis ſoon turned into mourning 3 
and their delights and pleaſures end.1n 
gall and bitterneſs. For what became” of - 
Jonahs gourd ? God prepared a worm when 
the moruing roſe the next day, and it ſmote 
the gourd that it withered, - Now tell me, 
Jonah, where 1s thy gourd ? What is be- 
come of it 2 Where 1s now thy exceeding 
great joy ? They are: both gone together , 
aw gourd is withered, and thy joy 15 end- 

« Such are our vain delights and plea- 
ſures; ſuch 5s our joy, rather ſhadows of 
things than any thing indeed, they paſs a- 
way ſuddenly, and. betome like Fonahs 
gourd, that ſoon withered. The joy of this 
World is but for a moment, bur the joy of 
the life tocome is for all Erermty. 
| Ks. CHAP.-- 
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Hove is declared by a moſt memorable tx- 
ample, How fweit and preciors the taſtt of 
Eternity ts. 


His knew _Theodori4s very well, one 
born of Chriſtian Parents ; and, as 

it ſecms, he learned it betimes, when for 
years he was but a youth, bur an old man 
for judgment and diſcretion. For on a 
great feſtival day, kept throughout all 
Egypt, there being a great feaſt at hisFa- 
thers houſe, and many invied thereunto; 
when ſome were eatitig and drinking, 0- 
thers laughing and playing, and others 
{porting and dancing ; he amidit all theſe 
jollities, retired himſelf ro his inward 
Cloſer, finding himſelf wounded to the 
heart, but with a chaſte arrow. For.thus 
he began to expoſtulate' with himlelt. Un- 
happy Theedore ! What would it profit 
thee, 1f thou fhouldſt gain the whole 
World ? Many things thou haſt indeed,but 
canft chou tel] how. long thay ſhalc enjoy 
them ? Thou. liveſt in abungance now 3 


thou.maiſt feaſt it,and make merry 3 thou: 


naiſt laugh and be fat,thoy mailt_ rejayce 
and $kip for joy. But art thou, ſure how 
'ong this ſhall laſt ? T ſhould Hike it wellf 

q - 
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it would laſt always, But what ſhall I do.? 
Shall I for the enjoying of theſe ſhort and 
tranſitory pot elighrs, deprive m 

ſelf of thoſe joys which are Eternal ? Tell 
me, Theodore, is this according to Chriſti- 
an Religion, to frame unto our ſelves an 
Heaven here on Earth, and think to paſs 
trom delights ro delights, from Temporal 
to Erernal : Either I am much deceived, 
or elſe Chriſt ſhewed unto as another way 
unto the Kingdom of Heaven, and that 
js through many tribularions. Therefore 
have no more todo with worldly vaniries, 
but prefer Eternal joys before Temporal. . 
Thus he ſaid,and fell a weeping. So then 
he retired himſelf into a withdrawing 
room, and there proſtrating himſelf upon - 
the Earth, he prayed after this manner. 
Eternal God, my heart is nabed and open 
before thee , T fend up my ſighs as humble 
Orators and Petitioners unto thee : I know 
mt what to asþ, ror how. Onely this one thing 
Tbeg at thy hands, that thou wilt not ſuffer 
m to die an Eternal Death. Lord, thou. 
bnowef that I love thee, and that T deſire to- 
be with thee, that I may ſing Eternal praiſes 


unto thee. Loyd have mercy upon me. Whilleſt -. 


he was thus praying, in comes his Mother, _ 
0.4 ſudden, and' preſently perceiverh by 
the redneſs and moiſtneſs of his eyes.that- 
he had beena. weeping; and thereupon ſte. 

: | ich; 
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faith, My Son, What is the matter with 
thue ? Why wepeſs thow ? Why mourn 
thoy 2 Why keet k thou out of fight to day} 
Aofi thou not come to the Table? Thi 
reft are all there Thy company is aired : 
Come away, But Theodore anſwered, and 
faid, I pray you, good Mother, bave me tt- 
Ewſtd ; I find my ſulf ſomewhat ill at ſtomach, 
T pray you ds not wrge mu to tat or _ 
againſt my flowach. So with a fair a 
colourable pretence he ſent away his Mo- 
ther. Then __ aloneghe conferred with 
God and himſelf about Eternity, and 
ſtritly examined all the courſe of his life 
faying unto himſelf, What am 1? or, What 
bave I been ? How hath it been with mt 
heretofore ? or, How ſhall it be with mt 
bereafter, if I loſe my part and fellowſhip in 
the Kingdom of Hiauen and Bleſſed Etrr- 
nity There are divers ways to Heauen : 
Some £0 one way , ſome another it 5 #0 
matter which way we go, ſo we come thither. 
But becauſe all ways are not alihe, neither art 
all natures alike, every man ought to chuſt 
that way which ws moſt convenient, There 1s 
4 ſhort way, and a long ; a ſafe way, and a 
dangerous. Ifthen I be afraid to go a long and 
Mangerous way, thire is a ſhorter and aſaft, 
which if I (hall chuſi, without all doubt, 1 
Ret have the Angels for my companions and 
89forters, and they will alſo rejoyces m 
(Wy 
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Well, Theodore, defer 4 while, but not 
tao long, and do not yield too much. I bope 
I ſhall one day grow a ſtrong man, and thin 
T fg by ws al to Fg ou _ ene 
mits, for I nd thoſe that are ſtrong : 
But what 5f they be eafte, flattering, fawn- 
ing, and ſuch as will even weep for me ? The: 
trath is, I am moſt afraid o feb, Bat pluck 
y 4 good heart, man, and though by nature 
thou art flexible and eaſily moved, yet pray 
anto Chriſt; and be will make thee flrong and 
immovable. But what if thy Mother falls 
a weeping , beſeecheth. thee with her tears 
trickling down ber cheeks ? What if ſhe bangs 
about thy neck; and defires thee to >ſpare thy. 
ff ? What-if (he (hews thee ber breaſts which 
geve thee ſuck ? Will not all theſe move. 
thee? Here remember what St. Jerome 
ſaith , Notwithflanding all theſe importuni- 
ties, run. with ſpeed unto the Standard of 
Chrifts Croſs. Tt is a virtue and —_ 
thy to be cruel in ſuch a caſe as this. It is 
the portion and inheritance of thy Mother tbe 
Church, to fland under the Croſs of Chrift : 
So did Mary, the Mother of Chrift ; and ſo 
whſt thou, if thou wilt bave God thy Father 
mn Heaven, and the Church, thy Mother, on 
Earth : And ſo thou wilt do, if thou beeft 4 
true ſon and no baftard. But wut I do it 
ww in my youth, in the flower of mine age ? 
that is hard So it is, indeed, to "_ 
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blood. But experience trachtth it, that God 
is not well pleaſed with late ſervice ; for latt 
ſervices are ſeldom good, Therefore they ab 
well, that begin to ſerve God betimes, that 
ſeek him early, and that remember him in thy 
days of their yeuth, and learn to ſubmit thiir 
tender necks unto the yobhe of Chriſt. But I 
have been brought up tenderly, T have bun 
fed with dainties ; and ſhall T now enter up- 
on a firit and rigid courſe of life, and hid 
adieu to all my pleaſures? Shall I be able to 
endure it ? T bape T ſhall. But, how long ? 
For a year or two ? That is not enough «1 
muſt go further, and continue to tht end, even 
as long as I live. Therefore weigh and con- 
frder the matter well with thy ſelf , before 
thou reſslveſt; and either never begin, or 
elſe continue to the end, T will by Gods afſiſt- 
ance; for TI hope be will not leave me alone 
ts (irive with theſe difficulties, which of my 
_ falf T ſhall not be abie to overcome, But it 
is a hard matter to (Irive againſt cuſtome. 1 
have vitherto lived like a Nobleman, and 4 
Freeman; and (hall I now live like a Poor- 
man, and a Slave ? or, If T do how long 
ſhall T live ſo ? If I put on the Poor-mans 
perſon, and aft in the Theatre of this World, 
when ſhall I put it off ? At the end of tht 
laſt AF. And bow far is it thither ? As 
long as it is to the laſt breath, Thy part 3s nit 
ended till thou art to depart out of this i 
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ff thou 'ouce comaſt forth in the Poor-mans 
avis, there 1s no putting it off again :. Thou 
nu not once think of thy Silks, Sattens, and 
Veuets, Purple and Fine Linnen thou muſt 
wt wear, until thou beeſt cloathed with the 
Robe of Immortality and, Glory... 

Theodore ,' What thinkeſt: thou ? 'Sbalt 
thou be able to hold out. to the laſh, AF ? :I will 
firive what I can, . and comfort my ſelf by the 
trample of other good Attors that: have gone 
before me. And whom ſhould T chuſe rather 
to follow and. imitate than Chriſt, the So2 of 
God, whe voluntarily became poor, and made 
himſelf of no ©. reputation | bumbling. hinſelf 
above meaſure, to. do and ſuffer like a ſervant, 
being Lord of all ? And ſhall not T do and 
ſuffer any thing after his example ? Shall 
wt I tabe up the Croſs and follow him? Am 
I better than he ? Why (hould TI. be afraid to. 
fallow, when I have ſuch. a Leader ? For 
who is it ? Who bids me follow him? It isthe 
woice of Man that I hear 3 but it is the Will 
of God, whom I ought to obey , becauſe be 
commands. But this is too high a point of 
Philoſophy, for a man to forſabe his riches, 
and to embrace poverty. And what: wilt thou 
oy TOR ? Reſolve with thy ſelf what 
10 abs | | 

Why. das I thus long doubt, and diſpute 
within my felf ? Why do T waier thus be- 
tween hope and fear ? Have I net the example 


of 


206 The cighth Conſideration 


of my Lord before wine eyes? Did mt b 
ſuffer many things not ts be uttered ? Was wt 
he nailed to the Croſs, and deſpitefully uſtd * 
He forſook his heavenly Treaſures, and cant 
poor into this World. Mis birth, life, aud 
death ſhew it.At his birth he wanted a Cya- 
ale; in bis life be had not where to hide his 
Head ; and at-his death he had ' not whire- 
withal to cover his Body. Naked cam ht 
into this World,and nabed be went out. How 
was it with bim in bis life ? He was fain to 
flet from one place to another. He was often 
wearied with travel, ſcorched with heat, and 


dry for thirſl, He was as indefatigablein 


doing, as be was patient in ſuffering, and 
both in an high degree. Was ever any one ſo 
. well bent to poverty, ſo patient in labors, and 
ſo gentle ena milde when he was reproached ? 
And ſhould T be aſhamed of ſuch a Leader ? 
Sheuld I bluſh te be called one of his follow- 
' &rs ? Shall not T be content to be ſuch as my 
Lord and Saviour will have me-to be? I am 
ready, for love of him, to ſuffer hanger, thirſt, 
cold, nabedneſs , poverty, and ſuch Uy [ 
am willing, for his [ake, to be bound, burit, 
and cut in pieces. Theſe ſufferings -art but 
ſhort , they cannot continue long.-+ But the 
Joys or torments of Eternity are long indeed 3 
for they ſhall never have end. Therefore fart- 
well all the World, and the things that arein 
it,'T care not for- you, T regard you nt 3 

- Farewtl, 
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Farewel, I ſay ; but welcome, Eternity, 
whenſoever thow comeſt : Thou att the only 
thing that T ſeeb a my Soul longeth after 
thee; there s nothing that I deſire in com- 
pariſon of thee. 

With the heat of ſuch Cogitations his 
Soul was ſo ſet on fire, that it was infla- 
med with the love of Eternity, which the 
Blefſed ſhall enjoy in Heaven. Therefore 
he reſolved to cake leave of his Parents, 
to forſake his riches, and bid adieu to his 
delights for ever. He did not reſolve haſti- 
ly, but continued in his reſolution con- 
ſtantly. He was not ſoon hot, and ſoon 
old ; he was not altered all on the fud- 
den; he did not paſs from one extream to 
another; he did not ſtrive forthe higheſt 
pitch at the firſt, but roſe up by degrees, 
and became one of Pachonizs his Scholars. 
You have heard the Prologue; but there 
follows no Tragedy after it : For,contrary 
to the Law of a Tragedy, we have a ſor- 
rowful beginning, bur a joyful ending. He 
came forth with a Lacryme, but went off 
with a Plaudite : At his Intrat, there was 
weeping for grief 3 but at his Exit, there 
was clapping of hands for joy. Thus have 
ye heard the life and death of Theedorys, 
whoſe Soul fed,as it were, upon thoughts 


of Eternity, and was delighted therewith 


4s with marrow and fatneſs. He was _ 
fo) 
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of the Worlds mind, which cqunteth E. 
teynity but a Fable ; but refuſed not him- 
ſelf to hecome a fatle and a by-word in 
the World, being perſwaded fully of a 
Bleſſed Eternity, and earneſtly deliringand 
thirſting to have a part 1n1t. | \ 

Chriſtian Brethren, ſhall T.ſpeak a free 
word, but a true ?' or; hot, But Thegdo- 
Ys, Moſt men live (o, as if there were 
no ſuch thing as Eternity, as if it were but 
a meer fable and feipned thing. Bur what 
do I tell you of Theodoress ? Will you hear 
what St. Peter ſaith? The day of the Lord 
will come 5 athief in the night, in the which 
the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a grut 
noiſe, and the Flements ſhall mult with fer- 
vent. hiat,, the Earth alſo and the works that 
ave therein, ſhall be burnt up, Seeing then 
that all theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, what 
manner of men ought we to be. in all boly 
converſation and godlineſs? 2 Pet. 3. 10. 
But where are thoſe men now a-days, by 
whoſe holy converfarion and godlineſs a 
man may judge that they believe St.Peter, 
that the day of the Lord is coming, and 
that Ztzynity ſhall follow afrer ? But if 
you will not believe St. Peter, hear what 
Truth it ſelf faith. Wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way that leadeth to deftrudiin, 
and many there be which go in thereat, Mat. 
7 13.Certainly men would not go 1n * oy 

roa 
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broad gate of deſtruftion.,tf they did think 
they ſhould come out no more,if they did: 
once dream of Eternity. But, as I ſaid be- 
fore, moſt men make Eternity but a feigned 
thing,a witty invention to keep men in aw, 
and a good honeſt fable. And yet how ma- 
ny are apt to ſay,We believe that there is 
a Bleſſed Eternity after this life, we hope to 
have part in it, we have a deſire and long- 
ng after 1t ! But (alas | ) how little 15 their 
faith ! how vain is their hope ! how cold is 
their defire ! Preſent pleaſures, moneyin 
the hand.che alturements of che fleſh ſteal! 
away the hearts of many, and by hetle and 
httle, make the defire and loveof Eternity 
grow quite cold in them, as if they had 
drowned and buried it in the grave of obli- 
vion.We hearir often read and preached. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, This is the Commandment 
4 the Lord : And as often as we hear it,we 
11 negleR it. Say the Lord whar he'will, - 
command what he will, our old way pleaf- 
&h us beſt, We will walk aſter our own dt- 
vices and we will every one ao the imagination 
of h:s evil heart. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, 
Ab ye new amoneft the Heathen, who bath 
heard ſuch horrible things ? Fer. 18. 12+ 13+ 
Had the people which knew no God, bur 
known theſe ſecrets of Eterzify, certain- 
ly they never would have contemned and 
negleted them, Go: to now, O ye ſons of 
men,, 
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men, becauſe T hae called, and ye refuſed, 1 
nave ſtretched out my hands, and no man vt- 
garded, IT will alſo laugh at your calamity, 
T .wil! mach when your fear cometh z when 
your fear cometh as. deiſolation, and your de- 
ruftion cometh as a whirlwind 3 when 
diftreſs and anguih cometh upon you, Prov, 
I. 24,26,279. When Eternity (ſhall ſudden- 
ly overtake you. If Death ſeife upon you; 
in this miſerable ſtace and condition,;there. 
is then no hope of mercy : The Gate is 


. preſently ſhut, there 1s no opening of it :. 


The. ſentence of condemnation 15 paſt, 
there 15 no repealing of it. Depart ye cur-- 
fed into everlaſting fire, prepaved for the Devil 
1d his Angels, Matth. 2%. 4T. 


Watch therefore.good Chriſtians,warch,. 


I ſay. The Judge ſtands atthe Gate. That 
may happen in a minute,that you may be 
ſorry for, for all Eternity. Anthony the Great, 
na certain Sermon which he.made to the 
people, ſpake thus unto them.. Dyarly bt- 
loved Brethren, in matters of this lije we 
nave a care to make good bargains, we will 


be ſure to have a pennyworth for-a penny. |. 


lay our, for inſtance, ſo much money, and 
I have the worth of it in wares ; I-giveſo 
many crowns, and I have ſo many buſhels 
of Wheat ; ſo many pounds; and I have 
fo many quarters of Malt. But we are not 


40 wife m Heavenly matters; we. will not 


give 


S\ EEO > ond od a” Adm. 


vw CT C7 VO 0M " wk» Fy oo, Qe 


upon Eternity. 211 
give things Te |, in exchange for 


things Exernal. Eternal life 1s a thing not 


worth looking after, we much undervalue 
it, we will ſcarce give any thing for it, we 
will not take any pains or labor to obtain 
it. And yet what 1s our labor, ſuppoſe 
the greateſt we can undergo? If it be com- 
pared unto Life Eternal the reward of it, 
t will not amount to ſo much as one half- 
penny, in reſpeR and reference to a Mil- 
Fon of Gold. For what faith the Pſa/miff, 
The days of or life are threeſcore years and 
tm; and if by reaſon of ſirength they be 
fourſcore years," yet 3s their ftrength, labour 
and ſorrow, P(al. 90. 10. But ſuppoſe a 
Man ſhould live an hundred years,toſpeak 
with the moſt, and all that while ſerve 
God zealouſly and faithfully, were it not 
time well ſpent to gain Eternity ? were not 
the labor well beſtowed to purchaſe a 
Kingdom ? I do not mean a Kingdom to 
continue for an hundred years only, but 
throughout all ages; not an Earthly Rings 
dom,but the Kingdom of Heaven. There- 
fore, Chriſtian Brethren, be not puffed up 
with vain glory, be not ambitious after 
worldly honour, be not wearied ont with 
well-doing, be not caſt down with affliti- 
'ons, do not fink under the burden of the 
Croſs, but bear it patiently and chearful- 
ly, Rejoycing, with the Apoſtles, that ye 
| ars 


212 The eighth. Conſideration 


are counted worthy to ſuffer. Rom. 5. 3. Fo 
Trebon, ſaith St. Paxl, that the ſufferings 
of this preſent time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which ſhall be revealed 
in.us, Ron. 8. 18. - Let no Man when he 
hath forſaken theWearld,think that he hath 
forſaken apy great matter. For whats 
Earth:in compariſen.of Heaven ? It 1s but 
a Centre to the Circle, a Minute to Etrr- 
nity, a Prop to the Sea, and a Grain of 
Duſt to the Dry Land. What are our 
riches ? Fading and uncertain moveable, 
Weare ſoon taken from them,or they from 
us. Though with much adowe keep them 
as long as we live,yet whether we will or 
no,we muſt part with them when we die; 
we cannot carry then#to our Graves, Why 
do we not then make a vertue of neceſlity! 
Why do we not willingly part with them, 
whileſt they are ours, ſeeing that ſhortly 
we muſbpart with them, whether we will 
or not,-when Death attacheth us for a 
debt due to Nature,and then they can be 
no longer ours? Why do we not lay them 
out like good Merchants for the Margarite 
or precious Pearl of Eternal life ? Thus 
ſweetly goes on Athanaſius : Burt I muſt 
leave him. and draw to a conclufion. 

P achonitss was wont, whenſocver he felt 
any unlawful thoughts or defires ariſe 1n 
his mind, to drive them away with the re- 

membrance 
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membrance of Eternity; and if at any 
time he perceived them to rebela gain, he 
ſtill repel'd them by meditatin ng ſcrioul 
upon Eterzity, the Erernal pumſhments bf 
the damned, the torments withou nfl 
the fire that never goes out, and the&wo 

that never dierh. And hefe I will congh 
this Conſideration with the Exhortation 
of the ſame Pachonius, Before all things, 
faith he, lit us every. day think upmn the laft 
day 3 let ns in time remember Eternity ; let 
#s every minute we baue'to lize, ſo live, as 
ifwe lived in fear of Evtlaſg Torments 3 
that ſo by the Mercy. of God in Feſus Chriſt, 
we may ſor ever eſcape them. 
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| THE NINTH 
[FCONSIDERATION 
| Upon | 
ETERNETF; 


The fiſt Concluſions 


O Man living is able in word to 

N\ expreſs, or in thought ro con- 
ceive the infinite ſpace of Eter- 
nity, Berween a true Man, anda painted 
Man, true fire and painted fire, there 1s a 
great deal of difference 3 and yet theſe 
are in ſome kind one like unto another. 
But between our common fire and the fire 
of Hell, between the ſorrows of this life, 
and the pains of Hell, there is no com- 
pariſon,no proportion at all. For this, life, 
and the ſorrows of this'life, are meaſured 
by ſpace of Time 3 but the life to come, 
and the ſorrows thereof cannot be mea- . 
lured by any thing but only Eternity, which 
alſo is without meaſure. This doth our 
Saviour moſt elegantly expreſs in the Goſ- 


pel of S. John, by the Parable of the 
L Vine- 
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Vinebranch, if a man abide not in my, 
he is caft forth as a branch, and is wither, 
and men gather them, and caſt them into the 
fire, and they are burned, John 15,6, In 
theſe words is Eternity brietly and plainly 
deſcribed : For mark the words well;they 
run not in the future, He (hall be caſt forth, 
and ſhall wither, and men fhall gather then, 
and ſhall caſt thim into the fire, and thy 
fhall be barned; I ay they run not in the 
future, but all in the preſent tenſe, He is 
caſt jorth and withered, and men gather them 
and caſt them into the fire, and they are burt- 
6d, They areburned. This 6 the ſtate and 
condition-of the damned, They are burn, 
that 1s, always burning. When a thouſand 
years are paſt and gone, as it was in the 
beginning, ſo it is ſtill, They are burn : 
And when a thouſand and a thouſand 
more yet are gone, as it was, ſoit is, Thy 
are burned. And if after certain millions 
of years the queſtioa be asked, What 1s 
now the ſtate and condition of the damn- 
ed? Whar do they ? What ſuffer they? 
How fares it with them ? There can be no 
other anſver made but this, They areburn- 
ed, ſtill burning, continually, inutterably, 
Eternally, from one age to another, even 
for ever and. ever. Upon this place excel- 
lently faith St. A»guftine, One of thelc 
two muſt needs be the condition o the 
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Vinebranch, either it muſt abide in the 


Yine, or elſe be caſt into the fire; if nor 


in the Vine, then certainly in the fire. But 
that it may not be caſt into the fire, let it 
ſtill abide 1n the Vine, 


The ſecond Concluſion. 


F thoſe men which do ſhll continue in 

| their fins,did bur kwow how near they 
are unto Eternity, and everlaſting tor- 
ments; if they did conſider well with them- 
ſelves, how that God in a moment, in a - 
breath, in the twinkling of an eye (as we 
ſpeak) may ſuddenly rake them away in 
their ſins.and deliver them up unto death; 
then ſurely, if they had jr, they would 
pve all Spain, all the treaſures of 4/72, 
all the gold of Tzdia, yea all the world to 
obtain but one hour to confeſs their ſins, 
to repent them of the ſame, and ro ask 
God pardon and forgiveneſs : _ would 
not, certainly they would not, ſtill hug 
and embrace their fins, they would not 
every day multiply them as they do, they 
would not lodge.them every night in their 
boſom.and ly ſnorting in them, Matth. 16. 
27. For what is a man profited, if be (hall 
gan the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul ? 
Though. thou loſeſt every thing elſe in the 
world, yet, O man, have a care to keep 
L 2 thy 


thy ſoul. Ir were needlets here toreckon 
up a Catalogue of the Martyrs of Chriſt in 
all ages. Fhere are whole books of them 
in great volumes : they are recorded to 
all poſterity, and their namesſhall be had 
in everlaſting remembrance. Burt the 
greateſt honor that we can do them is to 
foliow their good example, to learn of 
them Chriſtian fortitude and magnanimi- 
ty, to-fear God :more than man, Matth, 
10. 28. God which 1s able to deflroy bith 
body and ſul in Hell, rather than man which 
can only kill the body, but 2s not able to kill 
the ſoul, ro love God more rhan all the 
world; to be willing to part with all for 
Chriſt. to loſe all ro ſave our ſouls, and 
gain Eternity. T1 will concinde here with 
that excellent exhtortation of St. Auguſiine; 
What then ſhall we do,brethren ? What! 
Whar elſe but whileft we have time amend 
our hves,where we have done amiſs, doſo 
no more.z became new men:: That what 
is threatned and ſhall certainly-come upon 
wicked and ungodly men, may not fall 
up2n us 3 not becauſe we ſhall-not be; but 
becauſe we ſhall not be hike unto them : 
Wharſoever is written in the Scripture, 1s 
written for our learning, it isthe voice of 
God. -Obſerve and make good uſe, of 
what you read:: Whatſoever we ſuftcs.n 

this life is but the gentle rod of our-moſt 
| _ "mer- 
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merciful Father, who correQeth us here,. 
25 his dear children, that we be not tor- 
mented with the damned her@frter. Why: 
then do the lighr affiitions- of this life 
ſcem ſo grievous unto us? Why dowe evert 
tremble, and quake for fear, when we do: - 
but hear of chem? The moſt grievous ſuf- 
ferings of this life, if we judge aright of 
them, in compariſon of everlaſting fire, 
are very ſmall, yea indeed none ar all.. 


The third Concluſion. 


Mongſt Chriſtians, God knowerh, 
there are a great many, that either 
believe there is neirher Heaven nor Hell, 
or elſe if they did truly believe 1t, they 
would certainly live otherwiſe than they 
do. As concerning ſuch men. the queſtion 
may be very fitly asked, Lube 18, 8. Whey 
the Son of man cometh, (hall he find faith upon 
the earth ? Some there are that. would: 
fain be thought robe true Believers; They 
confeſs jt indeed with their mouths, bur: 


<lemble with their double hearts 3 If 


their words may be believed, they may go 


for true Believers ; bur if their lives be &x- 


amined, they may be rhought to be no 


better than Infidels, They never think up- 


on "Eternity, or very ſeldom 3 and when: 
they do.they do but think upon itand there 
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isall; it 1s gone in a thought they never 
weigh well with themſelves what it 15,they 
never ſeriouſly meditate-upon 1t, they ne- 
ver rouſle their underſtanding to be intent 
upon 1t, they never bend their wills and 
aftections to ſeek after 1t, they never im- 
print 1t in their deep coglitations that {0 
they may remember it, They ſcarce be- 
2':n to think upon it, but their minds are 
preſently ſomewhere elſe, their thoughts 
20a wandring, their imagination 15 work- 
ing upon ſomewhat elſe. And if at any 
time ſome ſparks of devotion and godly 
cefires arife in their hearts, they are pre- 
tently quenched and choaked with cares 
of this- world, with multitude of buſineſs, 
with profits or pleaſures, and ſuch like. 
And thus miſerable men they ſtop their 
ears, and cloſe their eyes, and without 
fear or underſtanding they run hoodwinkt 
In the way that leaderh to Eternal death, 
It is 05ſerved by the holy Fathers of the 
Glutton in the Goſpel, that he never lift- 
ed up his eyes till he was in torments 
All his life long they were ſhut againſt the 
poor and againſt all godlinefs : He opened 
them not till he was 1n Hell, when 1t was 
too late, And it is no marvel that ſo 
. many men ran blindfold to the houſe of 
ſlaughter, and Eternal ſorrow ; For the 
way Js very broad and plcaſant, nod 
| all 
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and plain, a man can hardly go out of it, 
there 15 no fear of loſing himſelf till he 
comes to the end thereof. Then he ſhall 
perceive that all the winle he was travel- 
ling, he was quite our of the right way : 
then I ſay,when there 15 no returning back 
again. Many would lize this way well, 
if there were no end thereof : For, though 
it rids merrily, 1t ends miſerably : and 
therefore they do wiſely, that leave the 
great road, and trave} on in the rough 
way z that chooſe rather to go through 
briers and thorns unto an E!ernal Para- 
diſe, than through a pleaſant Paradiſ” to 
an Eternal Priſon 5 that reſolve with 
themſelves to break through all difficul- 
ties ; counting 1t better to go on weeping 
and mourning in the narrow way of ſalva- 
tion, rather than laughing and rejoycing 
In the broad way of deſtruction Moſt rrue 
It 1s which ob ſpeaketh, As the cloud is 
conſumed, and vaniſhed away ; ſo he that 
eveth down to the grave, jhall come up no 
more ; He ſhail return no more to his bouſe, 
og ſhall his place hnow him any more, 
db 7. 9, 


The fourth Concluſion, 


WW Heſoever uſeth to deſcend into a 
deepand ſerious conſideration of 
L 4 Ktv- 
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Eternity, he will be ſo far from living h. 


centioufly and wantonly, that you ſhall 
hardly ever ſee him laughing heartily, It 
haiti been cblerved of as many as have 
b<en raiſed from the dead, and turned a- 
* £a1n umto life, that they were ſcarce ever 
cen T9 laugh ar all. In particular it hath 
been oMferred of Lazarus of Bethany, 
whom Chriſt loved. Heand they, asma- 
By as have been raiſed from the dead, 


myhe truly ſay with the Preacher, I ſaid 
of /avghter, It is mad; and of mirth, What 
oth it : Eccleſ. 2. 2. Not without cauſe 
in this doth Cyril of Alexandria confeſs 
himſelf ro be fearful ; For he ſaith thus, 
I am afraid of Hell and the puniſhments 


thereof, becauſe they have no end ; Iam 


afraid of the devouring worm, becauſe it 
never dieth. O that they were wiſe, that 
they underilood this, that they would confider 
their latter end | Deut. 32. 19. Whoſoever 
15 not bettered by the conſideration of E- 


ternity, ( I dare boldly ſay, and think I 
may ſay it truly ) either he hath nofaith- 
at all; orif he hath any faith, he hath no 


heart atall ; or at the beſt it is butan heart 
that 1s dead and without all ſenſe, It was 
the witty ſaying of a learned man, That 
marriage was a ſhort and a ſweet ſong, but 
that it had a doleful cloſe ; So we may 


moſt truly ſay of all the pleaſures that we- 


take 
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ake 1n fin, that it 1s aſhort and a-merry 
ſong, but 1t ends 1n mourning and lamen- 
ation; or rather it is a ſong ſh51t for time, 
and ſweet for tang as long as it laſteth; for 
It runs much upon guavers, and ſempqrza- 
vers. of mirth and jabilation. But the time 
laddenly changerh, and the tun 1s altered ; 
for there follows without any ref} the /ar- 


gs and longs of ſorrow and /amentation' ; 


which cannot be meaſured by any time. 
For the torments of Hell are Eternal, Ob 


Eternity, Eternity, Eternity | 


The fifth Concluſion. 


ww Henſoever we (peak of Eternity,we' 


ſpeak always with the leaſt, but 
wecan never ſpeak too much of 1t. What- 
ſoever.is ſaid comes ſhort of it. No words 


can utter it, no figures can number 1t, no 


timecan meaſure jt. For Eternity 1s of this 
nature; take from it what you will, it is 
ſtill the fame. Ir 1s neither mncreafed by 
addition, nor diminiſhed by ſubftra&on; 
Suppoſe there were ſubſtraed from 1t ſo- 
many years as there are ſtars in the firma-: 


ment, drops in the ſea, ſands on theſhore,. 


leaves on the trees.grafs in the fields, motes: 
In the Sun, duſt 'on the earth ; What re- 
mains? As much as there was before the 


Sufraftion, Suppoſethere were ſo many. 


L. 5 years' 
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_ years added to it: What then is the Reſult? 
The ſame that ic was before the 4a4dition, 
The total ſum 1s neither more nor leſs.than 
wiat 1t was,that 1s, Eternity. | 
As long as God 1s, ſo long ſhall the dam- 
ned be tormented. This we have ſhadow- 
ed out before by ſome fimilitudes and re- 
ſemblances, unto which we will add one 
more out of Bonaventure, If one of the 
damned, faith he, ſhould weep after this 
manner, that he ſhould let fall but one 
tear in an hundred years, and thoſe tears 
ſhould be keptrogether ſo many hundred 
years till they would equal the drop: of the 
ſea : Alas! Alas ! (Not to ſpeak of the 
ſea ) How many - millions of years muſt 
needs paſs before they can make one{l1ttle 
river !- or if they ſhould at length make a 
whole ſea of water : yet even then it 
migtit truly be ſaid, Now Eternity begit- 
meth, And if he ſhould weep again after 
the ſame manner till he made another ſea; 
yet then alſo it might be ſaid again as tru- 
ly as before. Now Eternity beginneth : and 
fo on forwards for ever. Let no man once 
doubt of the truth hereof ; for berween 
that which is finite and that which is infi- 
nite there 1s no proportion.But this ſeems 
wonderful and ſtrange unto us, becauſe 
our imagination cannot conceive it : It 


cannot reach unto that which is ſo far re- 
mote 3 
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mote ; It cannot p<netrate into that which : 


is-infinite, for that is impenetrable. And 
this is the reaſon that our underſtanding is 
hardly drawn to the confideration of E- 
trnity 5 becauſe it bluſherh 1n a ſort, and 
is aſhamed, or elſe for indignation cannot 
endure to tire 1t ſelf in the ſearch of that 
which cannot be found out. Butler us put 
away this fooliſh and ſhameful modeſty, 
and let us force our underſtanding to the 
due and ſerious contemplation of Eterxity, 
and let it be our daily exerciſe to be ſtill 
meditating upon ſuch fimilitudes: as may 


in ſome ſort ſhadow it out, andrepreſent | 


it unto us : And ſo ſhall we never do a- 
miſs, Say what we can, think what we 
will, imagine ſo many millions of 17 
of years as it 1s poſlible for the mt 
man to concetve, we ſhall ſtil} core 


of the meaſure and length of Zfpnity : 


The years of Eternity are more, far More, 


wllions | 


yea infinitely more. This is. certain, and ' 


without all controverſie. 


The Prophet D.niel fignifieth the in- 
comprehenſible dimenſion and length of 


Eternity in theſe words, They that be wiſe 
ſoall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, 


and they that turn many to rightiouſneſs - as - 


the ſtars for ever and ever, Dan. 12. 3+, Mark 
theſe words, For ever and ever. As if he 


ſhould have ſaid, No words are ſufficient : 


- 
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ro:expreſs the nature of Eternity. It is, 
for ever and ever ; Here 1s all that I can 
ſay of1t : Though more might be ſaid in 
reſpe& of its own nature, yet I am not 
able to ſay more. Obſerve his Auxzſis, 
or .his augmentation of it. by multiplication : 
For ever, that 1s, for Eternity : But he 
thinketh that not ſufficient, and therefore 
he doubles it, and ever. And. yet in the 
Latin it 1s expreſſed more fully, in theſe 
words, In perpetuas Aternitates, To ptt- 
petual Eternities , Mark here, he ſaith not, 
In Aternitatem, To Eternity barely in the 
Singular. number ; but In ternitates, To 
Eternities 1n the Ply: a/, as if one' were not 
enough : Neither doth hereſt here indefi- 
nizely, ſaying To Eternities, nor yet doth 
he add-any finite term, becauſe none can 
' Exprels jt, but an infinite, Perpetu.as, Per- 
petualz In perpetuas Fternitates, To per- 
petual or Tnfinite Eternitiess Now 1f one 
Eternity 1s without end, what are two? 
what are ten ? what are an hundred ? what 
are infinite ? If we ſhould multiply the 
great year or years a thouſand times, it 
would not amount to the leaſt fraction of 
the numberleſs number of Eternity. They 
fay.that the Eighth Cceleſtial Orb or Sphere 
3s moved wonderful leiſurely beyond all 


eompariſon:For thoughit be daily wheeled . 


{bout by the rapid motion of the Prinyn 
| | mobil, 
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nobzle. yer it finiſheth nor irs own proper 
circuit but once in thirtyſ1x thouſandyears, 
and this ſpace of time they call, The great 
jrar., or Platd's year. But compare this 
with Eternity, and 1c will appear tobe bur 


a moment, bur an inſtant, bur a mmute, 


indeed-nothing at all. Ir 1s a true ſaying 
of Boztizes, that an inſtant or point of time, 
and ten thouſand years, compared toge- 


ther;keep better proportion,thanten thou- 


ſand years and Eternity. Bur hear what 
St. 7obn faith, Little children, it is the laſt 
time, or the laſt hour, 1 Fs 2.18. And 
this he faid one thouſand fix hundred 
years ago. It js molt true therefore whatSt, 
Avgulline faith, Whatſoeyer hath an end, 


that thing is but ſhort. Eternity isa. Word: 


confiſting but of four ſyllables, but it is a 
thing without end. Therefore ſet thy love 


upon Eternity. Let Chriſt be thy end.. 
and thou ſhalt. reign with Chriſt- without 


end, 
The ſoxth' Concluſion. 


[7 1s not- to be believed that any man 
that hath bur the leaſt ſmack of true 


Religion can be ſo far carried away by his ' 


Imporent and unruly paſſions(if he be not 
as bad as a beaſt.) 2d ; 


TY 


ed meerly by ſenſe, * 
and ſerving only his ſenſual appetite 3 ws 
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rhe wiczed and ungodly man, even then 


when he is almoſt ſwallowed upin the deep 


pit, whereinto his fins have plunged him 
headlong, even then, I fay, doth but 
laugh at 1t, regards it not, 1s not a jot 
troubled at it © It 1s not to be believed, 1 
ſay, that any man that hath any Religion 
at all in him, can be ſo far carried away 


by his headftrong and unbridled paſſions, 


but if he will ſpend a part of an hour every 
day in meditating upon Eternity, yea if he 
will but once 1na week ſeriouſly think up- 
on it, he will mend his manners, he will 
change the courſe of his life to better, he 


will certainly become a new man : Ofa- 
proud man, he will become humble and. 


lowly 3 of an angry man, he will become 
mild and gentle ? Of an unclean man, he 
. will become chaſte and continent ; of a 
drunken man, he will become ſober and 
temperate, He will put on, not the out- 
ward, but the inward habit of a true rel!- 
tous and godly man, He will become 
uch a one, not inclothes and outward ex- 
—— 2am in heart,and inward affection. 

either will he raſhly and unadviſedly, 
flightly and negligently, upon a ſpurt all 
at once on the ſudden paſs from one ex- 
tream to another : / ſuch alterations are 
not good,neither will they continue long.) 


But he will again and again weigh the __ 
| te 
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ter well with himſelf, he wil-confider well 
upon it, he will faſten his ſerious thoughts 
upon it, he will often revolve 1n mind E- 
ternity, Eternity, Eternity, that ſhall never 
have end, end never, never end ; which 
ſhall laſt throughout innumerable, 1incom- 
prehenſible, infinite ages. This will he do 


with confideraton and attention,and often 


raminate upon it, as beaſts chew the cud: 
Meat though never ſo good and wholſome, 
if it be not chewed in the teeth, prepared 
in the mouth, digeſted in the ſtomach, 
turned into blood, and diſtributed by the 
veins into all the parts of the body, turns 
to poyſon rather than to nouriſhment, be- 
gets all manner of diſeaſes, 15 retained 
perhaps ſometime in the body, but doth 
more harm than good, were a great deal 
better out than in. Even ſo the thoughts 
of Death, Jacgment, Heaven and Hell are 
good and wholſome, godly and holy, but 
none more than the thought of Eternizy, 
which may worthily be called the Quinteſ- 
ſence, But as iris with meat, not the takin 
of itmeerly into the mouth, but the g 
digeſting of itin the ſtomach, the turning 
of it into good blood in the liver, andthe 
diſtributing of it into all che parts by the 
veins, nouriſheth the body : So it 1s with 
thoſe precious thoughts of Death, Zudg- 
ment, Heaven, Hell, and Eternity : not = 
r2 
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bare thinkingupon them; but ſerious think- 
1ng upon them with our ſelves, ſetting a- 


part all cares and worldly diſtraQions,the I 


ponderings of them well in our hearts, and 
the often ruminating upon them, this is it 
that feedeth and nouriſherh the ſoul.If this 
be not done, the reſt 1s to little purpoſe : 
withour this even the reading of the holy 
Scriptures 1s fruitleſs, the hearing of the 
word preached 1s unprofitable. Many hear 
Sermons often, read the Scripture over 
and-over again, and yet arelittle bettered. 
by it, becauſe they do not meditate upon 
what they have bath read and heard. When 
they hear, what comes 1n at one ear goes 
out at the other : when they read, the eye 
1s no ſooner off from the book, but what: 
was read 1s ſoon(lipt oat of memory. Be- 
fore theycan practice what theyhave heard. 
or 1ead, they have quite forgotten what 
they ſhould do, Therefore if we will read 
or hear with profit, we muſt ſpend ſome! 
timein meditaring and pondering withour 

ſelves what we have read and heard, This 

leſſon we may learn of the bleſſed Virgin 

the mother of our Lord, Luk, 2. 19. But 

Mary kept al! theſt things, and pondered them 

3s btr hart. 
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EW ornone believe,or elſe do not well 
underſtand and weigh wich them- 
ſelves theſe words of Chriſt, Matth. 9. 13. 
Exter ye in at the (traight gate ;, for wide is 
the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to 
defiruciion, and many thiri be which go it 
thereat + 14. . Becaife firait is the gate and 
narrow #s the way which !liadtth unto life, and 
few there be that ſid it, This again our 
Saviour repeats {7 714E mouth of St Luke, 
Luk 13.21. Strive to enter in at the ſtrait 
gate; For many, T ſay unto you, will ſeek- 
to enter in, and {hall not be able. Auguſte 
Whoſoever hughs at this faith, and there- 
fore will not believe becauſe he doth not 
lee ; when that ſhall come to paſs which . 
he did nor believe, he ſhall bluſh and be 
confounded, he ſhall be confounded and 
ſeparated from rhe bleſſed. ; he ſhall be ſe- 
parated from the bleſſed, and have his. 

portion with the damned, 
Hitronimus Plautus reports of a certain 
woman, that hearing Bertolds a powerful 
man inthe Pulpit inveigh very vehemently 
and bitterly againſt a fin that ſhe knew her 
ſelfguilty of, fell down dead in the Church), 
and after a while by the bleſſing of God 
upon the prayers of the Congregation. 
coming 
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coming again unto her ſelf, related unty 
them what the had ſeen in this trance.ſay. 
ing thus, Methought T ſtood before Gods 
Tribunal, and threefcore thouſand ſoul 
more with me, called together from al 
the parts of the «world, toreceive their h- 
nal ſentence : And they were al! condem- 
ned ard adjudged to Eternal rorments, but 
only three. Oh / whara fearful thing wa 
this ! I ſhou'd hardly believe this womans 
relation, bur that I believe Chriſts aflewe- 
ration in the Gofp:]I, Matty, 7. 13, Wid 
1s the gate and broad ts the way that leadtth 
to deſtruftion, and many there be that go in 
thereat ; And again, v.14. Strait s the gatt, 
and narrow is the way that leadeth unto lift 
and few there be that od it, Ir may ſeem 
ſtrange to fleſh and blood that God the 
Father of Mercies ſhould paſs the ſentence 
of condemnation upon ſo many, I do not 
ſay threeſcore thouſand, but threeſcore 
thouſand thouſand ? And what man would 
believe it, were he not perſwaded of the 


truth thereof, upon the conſideration of 


the ſovercign and infinite Majeſty of God 
which is offende# ; the unutterable malice 
of fin which is committed, and many CvI- 
dent teſtimonies of Scripture by whigh it 18 
plainly proved ; ob trembles at it, fay- 


ing; Job 10. 22. A land of darkneſs, 4s 


darkneſs it ſelf, and of tht [hadow of 'dtath, 
withait 
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without any order, and where the light 1s as 
darbreſs, or according to the Latin, where 
there is no order. and where everlaſiing horror 
dwillich. St. Matthew affirms as much in . 
the words of our Saviour, Matth. 25. 41. 
Depart jrom me ye curſed into everlaſiing 
fire, Let us confider thele things well with 
our ſelves.and whileſt we have time ler us 
waſh away out fins with the tears of repen- 
tance, for fear 1:{| God ſuddenly ſnatch 
us away, and give us our portion to drink 
wth hypocrites in the botromleſs pit of 
fell, where there is nothing but weeping 
ard gnaſhing of reeth, where the worm 
never d:cth 3 and rhe fire never goes out, 
from whence there is no redemption, no 
redemption. I ſay, and again I ſay, no re» 
demption 3 No,not any comfort at all, nor 
ſo much as a little drop of cold water. If 
the godly themſelves, who are in the ſtate 
of grace and in the favour of God, whoſe 
minds and wills be good,if they I ſay could 
ſufficiently conceive from what grievous 
torments theyſhall be delivered at theday 
of judgment, and into what unutterable 
and unconceivable joys they ſhall enter, 
without doubt they would uſe no delay, . 
they would not let an hour paſs, but out of 
hand they would take their leave of all 


[ Vanities, forſake the world, and leave the 


deado look after the dead : But as for 
i them 


234 The rinth Conſftderation” 


themſelves,they would be daily and hourly 
well imployed about their Maſters bufinefs, 
always ſtudying to pleaſe God.ever laud- 
ing and. praiſing him for his goodneſs and 
mercy towards them, 1n bleflting themjn 
part here in this world, and giving them 
an aflured promiſe of everlaſting bleſſed 
nets 1n the world to come, for delivering 
them from the rorments of Hell, -and.g 
ving them entrance into-che joys of Hez- 
ven, Ir 3s the faying of Sr. Gregory, The 
evils of this preſent life ſeem che more hard 
unto us, the leis we think upon the good 
which ſhall follow hereafter, And becaulc 
we confider not the exceeding great re- 
wards which are latd up for us, therefore 
we count the affiitions of this world pric- 
vous to be born : whereas if we did liftup 
our minds, and raiſe our thoughts to the 
contemplation of thoſe things which are 
Eternal, and not. ſubje& to any change 3 if 
we would have an eye unto them, and et 
our hearts upon them, we would certainly 
count the ſufferings of chis life, and -what- 
ſoever hath an end, to be as nothing; and 
again, j2y in tribulation is a ſong in the 
night : For although we are outwardlyat- 
flited with the ſenſe of ſorrows; Femporil, 
yet we are inwardly comforred with-the 
hope of joys Eternal. 1 


Much after the ſame manner reaſoneti 


It, 
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St. Auguline : Tf thou wouldeſt but at- 
tend, ſaich he, unto what thou ſhalt here- 


after receive, thou wouldeft count all the 


ſuffering of this preſent ife-tobe bur light, 
andalrogether unworchyof the glorywhich 
ſhall be revealed. For brethren, (to ſpear 
of the worth of things) for Efernal reſt a 
man ſhould be content to undergo. Eternal 
lalor, and for Eternal joy willingly ſuffer 
Eternal ſorrow : But if the labor and ſor- 
row were Eternal,when ſhould a nian come 
toreſt and joy Eternal ? Therefore upon 
neceſſity thy tribulation muſt be but Tim- 
oral, that ſo at length thou maiſt receive 
a reward which ſhall be Eternal. For hang 
up the ſcales, and put Eternity in one, and 
a thouſand years in the other : what do I 
ſay, a thouſand years, yea ten thouſand, 
yea an hundred thouſand, and yet more, 
athouſand thouſand, they are all toolight 
toweigh with Eternity ; thereis.no compa- 
riſon betwixt them. And yer further, to 
make them more light; As they are but 
Timporal, ſo hkewiſe they are but fhort, 
and of no continuance, -they laſt butfor a 
few winter-days, when they are at the 
ſhorteft, or rather but for one day, -and 
that a ſhorrone 3 the day of this life which 
5 ſoon paſt, and they are gone. Though a 
man therefore ſhould fuffer all his life long 
even to the laſt breath, though he __ 

uffer, 
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ſuffer, I ſay, labors, griefs, ſorrows, im- 


priſonment, ſcourge, hunger, thirft, all his 


life long, even to the laſt breath, yer his 
ſufferings are but ſhort, becauſe his life js 
but ſhort. For the days of our pilgrimage an 
bur few, though «#1/, as —_ told Phz- 
raoh, Gen. 47. 9. And ob 14. 1. Manth 
is born of a womanis of few days; thoughs 
Fob complaineth, full of trouble. And 
Pſal. 39. $. Behold, ſaith David, thou buf 
made my days as an hand breadth, (and that 
Is but a ſhort meaſure, and yet he goeth 
further ) and mine age is as nithing biſon 
thee. And as our Liſe 1s ſhort, fo is our 
Afﬀiiftion light, but it worbeth for us 4 fo 
more exceeding and Eternal weight of glory, 
2 Cor 4. When this ſkort life and light 
labor 1s ended, we ſhall inherit everlaſting 
life,an Eternal Kingdom, and felicity with- 
out end: We ſhall be made equal to the 
Angels, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Chrift, Rom. 8. 19. Oh! For how little 
Hbor, how great a reward ! and again, 
St. Auguſflinein another place, The thoughts 
of God are very deep. Where is the thought 
of God ; and what is his purpoſe; He let- 
eth the rains looſe for the preſent, but 
afterwards he will draw them 1n. Do not 
rejoyce and ſport thy ſelf, like the fiſhin 
the water, which having got the bait 1 
her mouth,playeth up and ny 
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ſiruck with the hook 1a the jaws, may be 
pulled up at the fiſhers pleaſure. Thetime 
which ſeems long unto thee 15 indeed but 
ſhort, very ſhort, For what is the life of 
man compared with Eternity? Wouldeft 
thou be patient and long ſuffering ? Con- | 


fider Gods Eternity : Doſt thou only confſt- 
der thine own days,which are but few and 
ſhort, and doſt rhou think that in them all 
things ſhall be fulfilled ? That the wicked 
ſhould be condemned , and the godly 
crowned? Wouldeſt thou have all theſe 
things fulfilled 1n thy few and ſhort days ? 
God ſhall fulfil them in his own time.God 
$ Eternal. God 1s patienr and long-ſuf- 
ering : And thou ſayeſt, But I cannot be 
patient and long-ſuffering, becauſe I am 
not Eternal. But thou mayeſt be 1f thou 
wit: For do but joyn thy heart to Gods 
Etirity, and thou ſhalt be Eternal with 
him, If thou beeſt a good Chriſtian, and 
well inſtructed in the fear of the Lord,thou 
mit certainly conclude, God hath reſer- 
jd all unto his own judgment. The good 
and godly men are troubled and afflited : 


- for God chaſtiſeth them as his own Chil- 


dren, But the wicked and ungodly men 
come into no ſuch trouble and afffiRion : 
For Godcaſteth them off;and condemneth 
them as aijens. A certain man hath two 
ons; He chaſtiſeth the one, and _ 

© 
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the other go wit>out any chaftiſcment: 
The one, if he goes never fo little awryj 
preſently buffered, whipped and ſcourged; 
the other.let him do never ſo 111. he never 
hears of ir, he 1s not ſo much as once re. 
buked for it. What 1s the reaſon : He thar 


15 puniſhed, 1s the fachers heir; and he 


thar goes unpuniſhed 1s difinherited. For 
whart ſhould the Father do ? He ſees there 


js no hope of him, and that he1s paſt grace,ſ 


and therefore he lets himalone to do what 
he liſterh, Burt yet notwithſtanding, the 
ſon which 1s ever and anon puniſhed for 
the leaſt offence, will be ready to bemoan 
and deplore his own caſe, and count his 
brother happy which goeth unpuniſhed, 
He will, I ſay, unleſs God hath given him 


a wiſe and underſtanding heart, to know. 


what maketh for his own good. He will 
be apt to ſay in his heart, My brother fol- 
loweth all Fi courſes, taketh his pleaſure, 
waſteth his means.doth what ſeemeth good 
in his own eyes,is ever breaking my fathers 
commandment, and hath never an ill word 
for it, Burt the caſe js otherwiſe with me: 
If I be but our of ſight never ſo little 
while, if I go but to the next door, if I 
do but ſtep afide, ſtir but'a foot, but an 
inch beyond my bounds, preſently I am 
called in queſtion, Sirrah,where have you 


been ; there is no hope of pardon, Tn 
ur 
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ſure to ſmart forir. This is my caſe, And 
I ſay, Thou art 1n a far better caſe than 
thy brother ; and ifthou beeſt nor a fool, 
thou wilt think ſo too:Forin that'thou art 
correted, it 1s a ſign that thou art beſt 
beloved. If thou thinkeſt only upon thy 


preſent ſtate, 1t cannot but ſeem grievous 


unto thee 3 Bur if thou haſt an eye to the 


Inheritance which 1s reſerved for thee, a- 
'gain it cannot but ſeem joyous unto thee, 


For the aſſurance of thy future reward will 
quite take away rhe ſenſe of the preſent 
(mart. 

Hicherto may beadded out of the ſame 
holy Father that which followeth, as the 
ſumm of all that hirherto hath been ſatd. 
How great and wonderful 1s the-mercy of 


f God He faith not, Labour thou for ten 


tundred thouſand years together ; nor yet. 
one thouſand years, nor yer, hve hundred 
years, But what ? Labour wluleſt thou 
liveſt; it is but for a few vears; after 
that thou ſhalt have reſt, ſuch reſt as ſhall 
have no end, Confider this well with thy 
ſelf, Thou art injoyned to labour but for 
afew years, and amid{t thy labour art 
not without ſome joy, not a day paſleth 
In which rhou mayeſt not receive comfort 
and conſolation. But rejoyce not thou 
after the manner of the World, but as 
the Apoſtle exhorteth, Phil. 4. 4+ Rejoyce 

M un 
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in the Lord always : and again T ſay, Re. 
Joyce : Rejoyce in Chriſt, Rejoyce in hi 
Word, Rejoyce in his Law. For it is true 
which the Apoſtle faith, 2 Cor. 4. 17.0 
L:ght aFiidion, whiciy is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and E. 
ternal weight of Glory, Conſider what; 
{mall price thou art to give, but the hug 
of an Acorn, for everlaſting treaſure: 
The husk of thy ſhort labour, for reſt E 
ternal. Hait tt.ou joy for a time ? Dl 
not truſt roo much to it. Art thou ſadand 
fcrrowful for a time ? Do not deſpair of 
joy and comfort. Neither let proſperity 
puff thee up,nor adverſity caſt thee down, 
God hath pronuſed unto thee Eternal Lift; 
Therefore contemn Temporal felicity. He 
hath threatned Ezernal Fire; Therefore 
contemn all Temporal ſorrows. 

To conclude then with the ſame Divine 
Author, Let us therefore be in love with 
Etrrnal Life ; and thereby we ſhall come 
to know how much we ought to labour for 
the obtaining of it 3 for we ſee that thoſe 
men which are lovers of this preſent life, 
which js but temporal, and ſhall ſhortly 
have an end, labour with might and main 
to preſerveand prolong it as long as they 
can. And yet they cannot eſcape death; 
tor thar at one time or other will ſeize up- 


en them. All that they can hope mw a 
u 
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but to put it off for a little time. When 
death approacheth, then every one 1s la- 
bouring and ſeeking to hide him(elf,ready 
to give and part with any thing that he 
hath to redeem his life. He {ends for the 
Phyſician, he will be ruled by timin any 
thing, he will take any thing at his hands, 
he will ſuffer any thing, Purging, Bleed- 
me, Cupping, Scarifying, and what nor ? 


You ſee what charge a man will be ar, 
and what pains he w1ll voluntarily endure, 


tolive here though but for a ſhort time; 
and yet he will ſcarce be at any charge. 
or cake any pains, after this hte ended to 
live for ever. Brethren, it ſhould not be 
ſo, If rhere be ſuch labouring and watch- 


1ng, ſuch ſending and going,ſuch running 


and riding, ſuch ſpending and praying, 
ſuch doing and ſuffering, to live here a 
while longer z Whatſhould we not will- 
Ingly do. and ſuffer to live for ever ? And 
If they be accounted wiſe, which labour 
by all means they can to put off death a 
wile longer, being loth to loſe a ferv 
days ; Whar fools are they which live ſo, 

ti1at finally they loſe the day of Eternity. 
Think upon thoſe things well with your 
ſelves, O mortal men, and foreſee rhe 
day of Eternity, whether of joy or of tor- 
ment, before it cometh. For although 
al other thing paſs away, yet Zterni- 
M42 I; 
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ty ſtill remaineth, and ſhall never paſs a- 
Way. 


GHAF--=I, 
The Punilkment of Eternal Death, 


He Meſſ:nians had a certain Priſon 
or Dungeon under earth void 
air and light, and full of Hellifh horror: 
which as 1t was a moſt diſmal place,ſo had 
It alſo a glorious title 3 for it was called 
the Treaſure-houſe. This Priſon or Dun-Iſ/ 
geon had no Doors at all to it, only one 
mouth, at which the Priſoners were let 
down by a Rope ; and (o it was ſtopped up 
agait: with a great ſtone, Into this Treu- 
ſure-houſe was Philopemon that great Em- 
perour of Greece caſt, and there by Poyſon 
he ended his life ; God hath alſohis Tru- 
ſure-houſe under earth, if I may ſo ſpeak : 
But, I pray you, what a one is it? Itis of 
moſt wicked and ungodly, deſperate and 
damned men, 

Adtiolinus a Tyrant of Padua, (as fi- 
vins reporteth) had many Priſons fo 1t- 
famous for all kind of miſerjes and tor- 
ments,that whoſoever were caſt thereinto 
counted their life miſery, and their death 


kheappineſs, Death might come 1n = 
with- 
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without knocking, he was ſo welcome un- 
to them, and ſo long looked for. For 
thiswas their hard uſage, they were laden 
wich Irons, ſtarved with hunger, poyſon- 
ed with ſtench, eaten up with vermine. 
ind ſo in a moſt miſerable manner they 
Iived, and dyed at length a long and a lin- 
xring death. There every one was judg- 
ed moſt miſerable, but he that was dead- 
and could feel no miſery. Whileſt they 
lived it was a puniſhmentiworſe than death 
tohave their habitation amongſt rhe dead. 
For the dead bodies lay on heaps rotting 
amongſt rhe living in ſuch manner, that it 
might be truly ſaid there, that the dead 
killed the living. 

But the very worſt of theſe Priſons is a 
Paradiſe, and a molt' pleaſant place, if it 
be eompared with the inferna! Priſon of 
Hell, Whatſoever miſery was ſuftcred in 
Acmolings his Priſon, in this regard it was 
tolerable, becauſe it was of no long cont1- 
tance, being to Jatt no longer than a 
ſhort life, and quite vaniſhing away ar 
the hour of death. But the Treaſurc- 
houſe of the damned, which is Gods Pri- 
lon, is void of all comfort : The torments 
thereof are intolerable, becauſe they are 
Eternal, Death cannot enter in there, 
neither can thoſe that are entred gcr out 
24m : Bur they ſhall be rormentes for 
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evermore, For evermore? What a fearful 
thing 1s this; They ſhall be tormented for 


evermore. It was a moſt true ſaying of Caf 


fodarizs. AS no mortal man can apprehend 
or underſtand what the Eternal reward is, 
ſo neither can any man concelve or ima- 
eine what that Eternal torment 18. 


The Perfianshad a Priſon into which a 


man might enter eaſily,but being once in, 
could get out no more 3 or if he did, yet 
very hardly. Andtherefore it was called 
Lethe, or Obl:iviom. Tt 1s an eafie matter 
ro deſcend down into Hell ; bur to aſcend 
up again 1t 15 altogether impoſſible. Was 
ever any heard to return from Hell? This 
Priſon of Hell is not without juſt cauſe 
called Letbe, or Oblivion, For God'1s fo 
pumindful of the damned, that he will 


#tvtr remember them to have mercy upon 
them. Hell is called the Land of Oblivion 
or Forget ſulneſs, and that for two reaſons 
{as a godly and Learned Writer obſerv- 
eth ) Firſt, Becauſe, faith he, they re- 
member God no morefor their good,ne!- 
ther have they any memory at all ofthings 
paſt, but ſuch as doth affli& and torment 
them. All their pomp and glory, plea- 
ſures and delights, are quite forgotten, Or 
elſe not remembred withour grief and ſor- 
row, Secondly , To thoſe that are Nt 


this horrid Region, and Lake of ay” : 
4 
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hath forgotten to be gracious, and merci- 
ful, neither will he ſend his Angels at any 
time to Miniſter unto them the leaſt com- 
fort : If once 1n, there is no coming out 
294in. For whar ſaid Abraham unto the 
ch Glutton frying 1n Hell 3 and defiring 
him to ſend Lazarus to cool his rongue 
witha drop of water ? Between 15 and you 
there is a great gulf fixed, ſo trat they which 
04d paſs from hence to you, cant 5, n04- 
ther can they paſs to us, that would come from 
theice, Luk, 16. 26. On gulf fall of hor- 
rour and deſpair /O'1 Eternity of torments, 
thevery thought whereof 1s able to m2xea 
ſtour man quake and tremble! The wick- 
edand ungodly men dig their own Greves, 
and dwell therein for evermore ; But what 
manner of Graves do they dig ? They Gig 
as deep as Hell, where the rich Glutreon 
was buried, from whence he lifted xp his 
ryes in torments and (aw Abraham afar of, 
and Lazarus in his boſom, Luke 16. 23.to his 
preater torment, Oh what a terrible 
deep is this ! Oh whar a fearful Grave is 
this! Who lyeth here ? He that ſuffered 
Lirars tolve at his Gate, having no com - 
paſſion on him. How js it with him now? 
He lodgeth in flames of Fire inſtead of his 
ſoft Bed : he is fcalded with thirſt, and 
his ſxcet Cups are taken ſrom his mouth; 


his Tableis removedzand he hath no other 
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Food but Fire and BErimſtone ; he is not 
now dancing and exulting for joy, bur 
- gnaſhing jus reeth for hellifh deſperation, 
They that are ſhur uv in Priſon here in this 
World. have hope for tncir comfort ; is 
may bc they ſhall be dchivered, and re- 
deemed cur of Prifon : But from Hell 
ENEre 1s no deliverance, no redemption, 
no not Io rauch as any lope at all, but E- 
ternal deſperation. 

Tr 5s a ſhort, but a terrible Sermon that 
God Preacheth by the Prophet Ezekiel in 
theſe words, Say to the Forreſt of the South, 
Hear the word of the Lord, Behold , I will 
kindle a Fire in thee, and it ſhall devour ewe 
'y green Tree in thee, and every dry Tre : 
The flaming Flame ſhall not be quenched, 
Exch, 20. 49, How many tall Cedars, 
* how many wicked and ungodly men flou- 
rin and wax grecn 1n thislife for proſper- 
ous {ſucceſs in all outward things, and yet 
are dry and withered for want of virtue: 
Hear this therefore every preen, and yet 
ary and withered Tree.T will ng a Firt, 
ſaith the Lord, and the flaming,Flame ſhall 
uit be quenched, Tn Hell, whither you 
make ſuch great haſte, there are no Holys 
days, no Feſtivals, no ſer times in wh'ch 
rhe F:re ſhall ceaſe burning. There 5 
Eternal prief, Eternal death, Eternal for- 
- row, without the mixture of the leaſt 

| comfort 
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comfort. Night and day there 1s no reſt, 
no'{lcep ar all, but continually watching 
and waking for grief, and anguiſh, and 
intolerable rorments in evcrlaſting Fire. 
There ſhall you always have your being, 
that you may always be tormented:There 
ſhall you always live, that you may always 


die, If you will not believe me, believe 


St, Auguſtine, whoſe words are thele 3 
The ungodly, ſaith he, ſhall ive in tor- 
ments : bur they which live 1n torments 
ſhall defirc, if it were poſſible, that their 
life were ended, Bur dcath hears them 
nor, there 1s none to take away their life 3 
their life ſhall never end, becauſe their 
torment ſhall never end. But what faith 
the Scripture ? The Scripture doth not ſo 
much as call it life. For life 1s a name of 
comfort ; but what comfort can there be 
imagined in tortures and torments, fry- 
Ing and broiling+ in everlaſting Fire ? But 
what doth the Scripture call it ? The ſecond 
death, that 1s, a death which followeth 
aber the firſt and natural death which 1s 
common to all men. Pur how can the ſe- - 
cond death be calted a deach, ſeeing that 
he- that hath part therein never dieth ? 
We may better indeed expreſs what 1t 15 - 
not, rather than what it 1s. As it cannot 
properly bz called a death, ſo it may be 


Tuly ſaid that it is no life ; And as'con- 
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cerning them that have part therein, a 
they cannot properly be ſaid ever to die 
ſo again 1t may be moſt truly ſaid that 
they never live. - For ſo to live, that ; 
man ſhall always live in ſorrow and tor: 
ments, 15 not to live. Therefore that life 
1s nolife 3 but the only life indeed is that 
life which 15 blefled ; and that life only i; 
bleſſed , which 1s Eternal. Apaif\, we 
have another place in the ſame Father to 
this purpole : if the ſoul liverh in Eternal 
torments, tormented with the unclean 
- ſpirits, this 15 rather to be called Eternal 
death, than Eternal life. For there 1s no 
Freatcr or wore death, then that death 
which never dieth. 

Sc. G*22-ryalio giveth the like Teſtimo- 
nv. In Hcll, ſaith he, there ſhall be 
dcath without death, and without end, 
becauiſe death ever liveth, and the end 
Cver beginneth : there death ſhall never 
d ec, Ohdeath, how much ſweeter wert 
tou if thou wouldſt rake away life, and 
not compel tnoſe to live, who would fain 
ce ! Burt ſo it1s, the number of the years 
jn Hell are without number. Ir paſſeth 
the skill of the beſt Ayithmetician to find 
out the number thereof, God himſelf 
knoweth no cnd thereof. After a Thou- 
find Thoufand Milliogs of years paſt, 
there arc ſill as many more to come, and 
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when thoſe alſo are paſt, there are yet 


a3 many more to come 3; and {ti!l they are 


2s far from the laſt as they were at the firſt, 
It is now above five thouſand years ſince 
Cain that flew his Brother Abel, was caſt 
into the Lake that burneth with Fire and 
Brimſtone 3 and yet the numver of the 
years throughoutwhich ſtill he is tobe tor- 
mented, 1s as great ſti) as it was the firſt 
day of his torment ; and after certain 
Millions of years, the years of his tor- 
ments for the'r number ſhall be nothing 
diminiſhed : Ir ſhall be all one as 1f he 
were caſt into the Fire but this prefent 
hour. And though the rich Gluton men- 
tioned in the Goſpel, be tormented two 
thouſand years together, yet Hl! he doth 
burn, and ſhall burn for ever ; neith=zr 


| ſhall he o5tain ſo much as a little dro> of 


water, though he uſe never ſo much 1n- 
treaty, not fo much as a little drop of 
water tc cool his i2tlamed rongue. 

Theſe things we often hcar of, and 
when we hear of them, we do but lawh 
ar them. Certainly we count it but a 
light matter to burnin Ercrnal Fire, Here 
a man might well ask the Queſtions 


Where aye your tears, O mortal men, Ye 


that aye given ſo much to laughing ? This 
15 Our condition : A ſmall lofs if it b2 bat 
2 marter of three half pence, will wring 

grcak 
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great ſtore of tears from us : but as for an 
infinite and irrecoverable loſs, that we 
can brook eaſily, we can digeſt that with 
laughter, When we are cired to appear 
at the Barr of an earthly Judge, then 
we quake andtremble ; but as we are go- 
ing to Gods Tribunal, ( for every day we 
rid {me of our way, we walk on, ſtep af- 
tcr ſte», will we, mill we 3 and (yet as 
we are going) we ſport by the way.When 
we go to Sea, we areafraid of Shipwrack : 
But without either fear or wit we lanch 
into the deep Sea of Eternity, and make 
but a laughing matter of 1t, 

It js the wiſh of St. Bernard, Oh that 
men were wiſe ! that they were vile: 
Oh that they were wiſe ! What then, 
holy Bernard? Oh, then would the Image 
of Eternity begin to be reformed in them 
Then would they order things preſent 
wiſely,judge of things paſt underſtanding- 
_ and foreſee things to come provident- 
Yo 

Here we have St. Pauls command to 
rhe Ephe//ans, and not his wiſh only, for 
his words run in the Imperative mood, and 
not in the Optative : Brethren, Se that 
ye wal circumſpecily, not as Fools, but 4s 
Wiſe, Redeeming the time, becauſe the days 
are evil, Eph. 5.15, 16. The great buſt 
neſs of cur ſalvation, ought circumſpett- 

Iv, 


buyreſt, and opportunity to ſerve God : 


pon Eternity. 25k 


ly, diligently, and carefully to be regard- 
ed of us. It is. the moſt fooliſh thing in 
the World for a man having butlittle time 
allotted him, ro ſpend it po ally in 
yain deltghts, whereas he ſhould like a 
thrifty Merchant 1mploy i: rather for his 
beſt advantage, to purchaſe a portion in 
bleſſed Eternity, If we think to gain Hea- 
ven by ſporting, playing, and ilcing, we 
are much deceived. To be telling of tales, 
or giving ear unto them when they are 
told; tobe given toour eaſe,and ſpend our 
time in 1dleneſs ; to be calling for our 
Cups, and fit ſo long at them ril] we can- 
not ſtand. This 1s not to redeem the time. 
But this 1s truly to redeem the time, to 
give our ſelves to labour and ſtudy,prayer 
and meditarion ; not for aſpurt and away, 
but to hold on in this courſe conſtantly 
unto the end 3 This, I ſay, 1s truly tore- 
deem the time. Tr 1s the counſel of 
St, Auguline, to ſteal ſome time from 
our worldly buſineſs. Will any man Sue 
thee at the Common Law ? Be content, 
ſath he, to loſe ſomething. that thou 
mayeſt be at leiſure to ſerve God, and nor 
follow Suits : for that which thou loſeſt, 
Is the gaining of time. For as thou giveſt 
thy money and buyeſt Bread 3 ſo be con - 
tent to loſe thy money, that thou mayeſt 


for 
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for this is indeed truly to redeem the 
time, | 
So ought we to ſpare for no coſt, but 
willingly part with any thing to gain an 
opporrunity of doing good,ſecing that the 
days are evil. The days of this life are 
full of ſorrows, griefs , dangers , and 
tentations ; which ever and anon take 
from us the opportunity of doing goo ; 
ſo ſaith Anſelm. But if we let ſlip the op- 
portunity of doing good when it 1s offered, 
and let our days conſume away in meer 
PR of amendment of life, without 
ringing them to good effeR : from hence- 
forth it is in vain to look for any opportu- 
nity of doing good ; we ſhall not obtain 
one minute of time ; our loſs 15 altogether 
Irrecoverable. Our life, faith Naat- 
an, 15 like a Mt or a Fair: When the 
day appointed 1s once over, there 15 no 
more buying any commodities. Ifthen 
we will buy any thing, we muſt do it 
quickly, whileſt the Fair laſts : We muſt 
live godlily, whileft we have time to live 
We muſt ſerve God, whileſt we are ſtrong 
and able. The Preacher often bears upon 
this, Wyatſoever thy hand findeth to as, 
ao it with thy might, Eccleſ. 9. 19. The 
Apoſtle often ſpurs us on to lay hold upon 
opportunity, and make good uſe of our . 
time. As tnere's'e we have - as 
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lit 1s do good to all men, Gal, 6. 106, For 
mw it is high time to awake out of leep, 
Rom. 13+ 11, Thou fleepeth , ſaith 


| $&t, Ambroſe, but thy time {leepeſt nor, 


it runneth apace, yea, it flies with wings, 
Happy he, happy they that _ 
theſe things, to do thereafter z that live 
ſo, as at the point of death they will de- 
ſire to have lived 3 to do ſuch things, as 
they will rejoyce to have done whgn they 
are Tranilated to Eternity, A light neg- 
lect now will prove an Eternal loſs. What- 
ſoever we think,ſpeak,or do,once thought, 
ſpoke, or done. 1t 1s Eternal, it abideth 
for ever. 


A ___ 
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CHAP. IL. 
Tie reward of Eiernal Life. 


He life in Heaven 15s life indeed, and 
the moſt perfe& and abſolute life 

of all others, in that it 1s animal, 1n that 
It 1s þ4z3ane, 1n that it 1s angelical, yeain 
that 1t 1s Divine. There lives the Memory, 
by the perfe& remembrance ofall things 
that are paſt ; There lives the Underſtand- 
Ing, by the knowledge and Viſion of God ; 
There lives the Will, and enjoyeth all 
manner of good, without fear of loſing - 
N 
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In like manner liveth there the Appetity, 
both chat which 1s called gg and 


thar which is called Iraſcibie, There live 
all the Senſes, and are filled with delights, 
There 1s heard no 1ighing. no lamenrati- 
on, no prief or ſorrow, nor ſo: much as 
the leaſtſign thereaf. There is the moſt 
ſincere and pure ſong of joy, without the 
mixture of the leaſt drop of the Gall of 
bitterneſs and ſorrow. Let the zyes be ft- 
lent, they never (aw thelike ; let the yrs 
be (ilenr, they never heard the like; let 
thy heart be filent, 1t could never conceive 
the like to this life, This life 1ncludeth 
within it ſelf all pleaſures, riches, honours, 
and all the delighrs of all lives, 

Augut, Afenſes, and faculties. St Ai 
de Civi- gultine as it were ſet on Fire 
tateD:i, with the fervent deſire of this 
£40.30." life, breaketh forth into thele 
words. How great happineſs 

{hall be there, where there 1s the preſence 
of no evil, and rhe abſence of no good! 
where we ſhall be continually praiſing 
God, who 1s 4! in all ; Bleſſed are thy 
that dwell in thy Houſe 3 they will be fil 
praiſing thee, Pſa. 84. 4. All the facul- 
ries of our ſouls and members of our bo- 
dies being made incorruptible, ſhall -be 
ever ſecting forth the praiſe of God. 
There ſhall be true glory and praiſe in- 
| deed, 
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decd, where neither he that doth give 
praiſe and glory can be deceived, nor he 
0 whomit is given can be flattered. There 
ſhajl be rrue honour indeed, which hall 
he denied ro none that 1s worthy, nor be» 
ſtowed upon any that 1s unworthy, yea, 
Which none that 18 unworthy ſhall deſire 
or ſeek atrer 5 where none that 14 unwor= 
thy ſhall be permitted to abide. There he 
which is the giver of virtue, ſhall be the 
reward rhercof : for he hath promiſed 
himſelf; and what could he promiſe 
greater and better than himſelf ? The 
Prophet Feremy 1s witneſs of this his pro- 
miſe, 1n theſe words, I will be their God, 
md ty ſhall be my. People, Ferem. Zi. 33> 
[ will be unto them whatſoever with ho- 
neſty can be deſired, I will be unto them 
lite, and health, and food, and plenty, 
and glory, and honour, and peace, and 
every good thing : For this 1s the meaning, 
of theſe words, God ſhall be ail inall ; He 
ha!! be the end of our deſires. And one 
frear good there 1s to be found in that 
blefſed City of God, which 1s not elfe- 
where to. be found, and that 15 this, That 
noinferiour there ſhall envy his ſuperiour, 
but they ſhall be hke memHers of the na- 
tural body compated together in a friend- 
ly and peaceable manner, where the fin- 
ger defireth nor to be the eye, _—_— 
3 (01018 


256 The ninth Con(ideration 


foot the head, but every member is con- 
rent with his own place. And a little af- 
ter ſaith the ſame Father, there ſhall we 
keep an Eternal Sabbath of reſt,and there 
ſhall we taſte and ſee how ſweet 
the Lord 1s, we ſhall be filled Augyf, 
with his goodneſs, when he ſhall at Civi- 
be all in all. O God my God ! tat. Dii, 
Thou arc Love and Charity, 
Truth and Verity, true Eternity and E- 
ternal Felicity, 
Another ſpeaketh unto this life, by way 
of Apſirophe', after this man- 
ner, .in thee there 1s no corru- Autor. 
ption, nor defeR, nor old Age, libr. at 
nor anger;but pcrpetual peace, Sir. & 
and ſol:mn glory,and everlaſt= anime. 
Ing Joy, and continual folemni- 
ty. There 1s joy and exultation, there 1s 
an Eternal ſpring.Thereis always the flow- 
er and race of youth and perfe& health, 
Non eft in te Heri nec Heſternum : 
Sed eft idem Hodiernnm: 
T ii ſalus, tibi vita, 
Tibi pax et infinita © 
Tibi Deus omnia., That 15, 
Tefterday was with thee never 1 
But to day is preſent ever : 
T hou haſt peace that ever laſteth, 
Health and life that never waſltth ; 
Goa 25 all in all, 
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Glorious things ave ſpohen of thee, O City 
of God, Pja!. 85. 3. In thee have their 
habjtation all thoſe that rejoyce in thee 
there is no fear 3 1n thee no ſorrow. All 
deſircs are turned to joys, Whatſoever 
2man cat1 wiſh for 1s preſent with thee : 
Whatſoever can be deſired, 1s inthee in 
abundance. They ſhail be abundantly ſatis- 
fid with the ſatneſs of thy Faſe; and thou 
ſhalt wabe thim drink of the River of thy 
pleaſures, Pſal. 36, 8. For with thee is 
the Fountain of Liſe ; in thy light ſhall we 
ſu light, 9. When we ſhall ſee thee 1n 
thy ſelf, and thee in us, and our ſelves in 
thee, living in everlaſting felicity, and 
enjoying the bearifical viſton of thee for 
ever, 

And though this felicity be everlaſting 
yet a man may obtain it in a ſhort time, 
and with little labour. IT have compaſſion 
01 the multitude; faith our Saviour, becauſe 
they have now been with me three days, and 
have nothing to eat, Marh 8. 2. Sweet 
Saviour, doſt thou count it ſuch a matter 


for us to abide with thee three days, and 


eat nothing ? and why, ſweet Jeſus, doſt 
thou not rather tell us of the days of Eter- 
ity, and the everlaſting joys wherewith 
ve ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied in the 
Kingdom of Heaven? God taketh notice 


of the leaſt ſervice that we perform, and 
| it 
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” 
1c js prec10us in his fight : He telleth the 
very hairs of our heads ; and much more 
then will ie tell rhe drops of blood that 
are (ile for iis ſake, and pur them up in 
the Bottle of his remembrance, 

We may therctore very well cry out 
with St. Hirrom, Oh! How great a bleſ- 
ſelne(s is this, to receive great things for 
linall, and Eternal things for Teinporal; 
and further to 4ve the Lord our Debtor ! 
Eutthoa wilt be ready to fay, 1t goes lard 
to be in iuſtcrings every day 3 and though 
ail other things might eaſily be endured, 
yer dcath 1s terrible. Chriſtian Brother, 
I am aſhamed to hear thee ſavy fo, i 1s 
foolithly fpoken, and like a Child, Know- 
eſt thon not thus much? I know chat] at- 
cend to deſcend; flouriſh to wither, am 
younp to grow old, live to dic, and die to 
live bleiled Eternally, Truib tnerefare in 
the Lord for ever ; For in the Lord fihovab 
s turrlafting [lrength, Iſa. 26. 4. 

Again, St, Augnſiine comes into my 
mind, who upon the Words of our Lord 
ſaith thus, Our Lord: and Savzour con- 
cluded with. theſe words, ſaying, Th 
ſhall go away into everlaſting paunthment 
but the righteo:1s into life Eternal, Matth. 25+ 
45. It is life Eternal that is here promil- 
ed. Becauſe men love to live here upon 
earth, therefore life is promiſed unto 

tnem « 
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them : And becauſe they are much afraid 
to die, therefore death Erernal 1s threat- 
ned unto them. Whar wouldeſt thou 
have? Life 3; Well, rhou ſhalt have it, 
Whar art thou afraid of ? Ts it Death ? 
Well, rhou ſhalt not ſuffer it. Bur they 
which (hall be tormented in 'Hell Fire, 
hall have a defire to die; and death ſhall 
fly from them. To live long therefore 1s 
no great matter 3 yea more, To live al- 
ways, 1s no great matter 3 bur To live bleſ- 
(i, that 18 a thing to ve defired, that is a 
preat matter indeed, 

Therefore thou ſhalt live in Heaven, 
and ſhalt never die; there ſhalr thou live 
biefſed for evermore 3 for neither ſhalt 
thou ſuffer any evil ; neither ſhalt thou be 
in fear of ſuftering 1t 3 for there 1t 151m- _ 
poſſible to ſuffer any evil. There ſhalt 
thou poets whattoever thou canft defire ; 
and what thow poſſeiſeſt, thou ſhalt de- 
fire ſtil topofleſs: Thou canſt not be-caft 
out of poſteflion ; and this ſhall fatisfie 
thee, It was there, that David did ex- 


- to have his thirſt quenched, and his 


unger ſatisfied, Tn thy preſence is fulneſs 
of joy, at thy right hand there are Pleaſures 
jor evermore , Pſal. 15. 11. And again, 
My foul thirfleth after thee, Plal. 141+ 6. 
And yet again, As for me, I wil” behold 

thy face in righteouſneſs : T ſhall be ſetusfied, 
when 
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whin I awake, with thy likeneſs, Pſal.11.16, 
This is a new and a ſtrange voice for ; 
King : He hath his Table well furniſhel 
with all kinds of Diſhes 3 and yet as ifh; 
were hunger-ſtarved he hopes to be filled 
at anothers Table 3 his own Bread an 
his own Wine would not ſerve his turn, 
appeaſe his hunger,or to quench his thirſt, 

here was other Bread that he hadamind 
to, and other Liquor that he ſo thirſte 
after, the Bread of Heaven, and the Wz 
ter of Life. For what 1s the plenty and 
abundance of all the Kings of the Earth? 
It is nothing elſe bur meer want, And 
what 15 the dainty Fare at their great Ti 
bles ? It 1s but like the Beggars Pitcher, 
if it be compared with the Fatneſs of Gods 
Houſe, and his Heavenly Table. Come 
Eat and Drink, and be filled, my beloved 
ſhall the Ring of Heaven ſay ; this Feaſt 
of mine ſhall never be ended ; there ſhall 
come no ſorrow after it ; as it 1s To 44), 
ſo it ſhall be For ever and ever. Neither 
can St. Auguſtine here contain himſelf, 
bur he breaks forth again into this Excli- 
mation, Oh life of lives ſurpaſſing all life: 
Oh everlaſting life! Oh life bleſſed for 
ever | Where there 1s joy without ſorron, 
reſt without labour, riches without lob, 
health without ſickneſs (there is no ſuch 


matter. jn this life) abundance without 
defedt 
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defet , life without death , perpetuity 
without corruptibility, beatitude without 
calamity 3 where. all good men are in per- 
fe& charity, where all knowledge is in all 
things , and — all chings 3 where 
the Majeſty of God 1s ſeen in preſence, 
where the mind of the beholders is filled 
with the bread of life : _ always be- 
hold Gods preſence, and ſtill they defire 
to behold it; they deſire to behold it, 
and yet without anxiety;they are ſatisfied 
with it, and yet without ſatiety, 

And that thou mayeſt underſtand and 
know, good Chriſtian Brother, that this 
ſuperexcellent Glory , theſe cceleſt1al 
Riches, this Heavenly Kingdom 15 to be 
bought, hear what the ſame St. Auguſtine 
faith, I have to ſell, ſaith God, 

I have to fell; come and buy Ecclus. 
It, Lord, what 1s jt that thou 5. 7. 
haſt to ſell ? I have reſt ; Come | 
and buy it. What is the price of it? Th 
price is labor. And how much labor 1s 
Eternal reſt worth ? If thou wilt ſpeak the 
truth and judge aright, Eternal reſt 1s 
worth Eternal labor. Iris true indeed; 
but do not fear : For God 1s merciful. 
For ſhould thy labor be Eternal, thou 
ſhouldeſt never attain to reſt Eternal ; but 
that thou mayeit attain at length to reſt 
Eternal, therefore thy labor ſhall not be 
Eternal 3 
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Eternal ; not but that it is worth ſo much 
bur chat thou mayeſt at length get th 
pollefſion of it. Indeed it is worth th 
price, though it he labour Eternal ; but 
that it may be purchaſed and poſleſſed, i 
1s neceſſary that: the price thereof be hut 
I1-bour Temporal. Therefore Chriſtian 
Brethren, let us rouſe up our ſelves, and 
ſtir up one another with this exhortation 
of St. 4A1g;itine, which here followeth. 

Let us ſc before our eyes the life which 


1s Erernal. and let us well confider the 


nature of 1t, which we ſhall come the bet- 
ter to underſtand, by removing from 1t, 
wharſocver we account troubleſome in this 
life. For 1t 1s eaſter to find what 1t 15 not, 
rather than what it 1s. And yet itisſe 
to ſale. Thou mayeſt buy it if thou wilt, 
Thou ſhall not need to be much troubled 
or turmoviled about it, for the greatnels 
of the price. The price 1s whatſoever 
thou haſt, aad no more. Never examine 
what thoa haſt, but conſider what thou 
art. It is worth thy buying, though thou 
giveſt thy ieIf for it. Give thy ſelf, and 


thou ſhalt have it, What ? Art thou to. 


ſell thy ſelf? Art thoa to buy thy ſelf ? 
Behold, ſuch as thou. art, if thou canſt be 
content to give thy felf, thou ſhalt have 
it. Burt thou wilt be ready to ſay 11. may 


3e Alack! I am a wicked man = 
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ſuch a man perhaps will not be received 
for good payment : If thou beeſt not al- 
Ax good, do but give thy ſelf, and by 
ſodoing thou ſhalt become good, and go 
for current, Do but make-a faithful pro- 
miſe to give thy ſelf 5 and this ſhall make 
thee good + And being made good thou 
art a price of thy ſelf good enongh : And 
thou ſhalt have, as I fa1d, not only health, 
fafery. life, and ſuch like as ſhall have an 
end ; but alſo thou ſhalt be freed from 


| many miſeries : Tliou ſhalt neirher be 


wearied, nor ſtand in need of reſt, thou 
ſhalt neither hunger nor thirſt, neither 
increaſe nor decreaſe, neither grow young 
nor wax old, becauſe there 15 no being 
born there 3 for there 1s full growth and 
ſature, and the entire and perfe&number 
of years. There is no number hke unto 
t: For as it hath noneed of being aug- 
mented, ſo 15 there no fear of being dimi- 
niſhed. -Behold what excellentthings are 
poken of it ! And yetI cannot come near 
telling thee what 1t 1s,or what good tliings 
are treaſured up init : For, it is written, 
Eye bath not ſeen , nor ear heard, neither 
bath it entered into the heart of man, 2 Cor. 
2.9, And how ſhould my mouth be able 
to utter what the heart of man 15 not able 

to conce1ve ? 
And becauſe we haye gone along 
N through 
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-through St. Auguſiines Books, as it were 
through ſo many pleaſant Gardens, any 
are now brought ar length tothe Cceleſtiafh; 
Paradiſe, let us ſeal and confirm what hi. ſhy 
therto hath been ſpoken,by the teſtimony) 
of the ſame Father. If we were ever 
day, faith he, to ſuffer all rorments, ya 
the torments of Hell it ſelf, and that for 
a long time together, to the end that we 
.might behold Chriſt in his Glory, and 
have communion and fellowſhip with the a 
Saints; were it not worth our pains andf} 
ſufferings who would not ſuffer any for-N þ 
row to be made partaker of (o much good, x 
and fo great Glory ? Let the Devils then 
liein wait for me, let them afſiult with 
temptations 3 let my body be brought 
down with faſting.ier my fleſh be kept un- 
.der with preflure ; let me be wearied with 
labours, let my moiſture be dried up with 
watching z ler-one man clamour againſt 
_ me, let another diſquiet me, let me be 
bowed together with cold,let me beſet on 
hirexith heat; let my conſcience murmur, 
let my head ake, let my breaſt be inflam- 
ed; let my ſtomach be troubled with ver: 
tofitics, let my countenance wax pale and 
bleak, let me be full of infirmities 3 
my life conſume away with gricf, and m) 
years with mourning ; let rottennels et 
tr into my bones,and let it ſpring up = 
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4 Fountain under my feet ; ler all theſe 
miſeries come upon me, ſo that I may 
have reſt and conſolation in the day of tr1- 
bulation, and aſcend up unto the people 
of the Lord. For, What ſhall be the Glo- 
ry of the juſt, and how grear ſtall the joy 
of the Saints be, when every face ſhall 
ſhine as the Sun ! When the Lord ſhall 
begin to reckon up his people in their d- 
ſtink orders, in his Fathers Kingdom 
and when he ſhall render unto every man 
according to his works,the rewards which 
he hath promiſed , that 1s, Heavenly for 
Earthly, and Eternal for Temporal. 

Think therefore upon -the days of old, 
and call ro mind the years which are yet 
for to come. Think upon Eternity,- O 
man, think upon Eternity; think upon 
the Eternity of Torment, and the Eternity 
of Toy, which 1s to follow afcer this ſhort 
life ended, and I dare warrant thee , 
thou wilt never complain ofany Adverfity; - 
thon wilt never let ſip out of thy mourh 
ſuch a word as this, This zs too £rievous, Or, 
This is intoletable, or, This ws too hard 
Thou wilt, I dare fay, count all things 
ate and tolerable whatſoever can happen 
nn this life, and thou wi!t never be better 
-"_ than when thou art moſt affiit- 
ed. 

It is reported by John Moſchus of one 
N 2 , Olympuzs: 
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Olympius, an old -man of ſingular patience 
(who hved cloyſtered up in a Monaſte 

near unto Fordan) that he had his mind 

bent and fixt continually apon Eternijy, 
that he had ſcarce any ſenſe or feeling at 
all of any temporal forrow or miſery.For, 
(as he goes on with his ſtory) upon a rime, 
as it happened, a certain Religious man 
turned out of his way to viſit him, and 
finding him ina dark Cell, a place, as he 
.thovght, unhabirable by reaſon of heat and 
ſwarms of Gnats and other Flies ; not 
without much admiration ſpake thus unto 
him. And canſt thou, Olympius, endure 
to live in ſuch a cloſe Room, ſo exceeding 
hot, and ſomuch preſſed with Gnats, and 
ſwarms of flies ? But what did Olympius 
anſwer ? And doſt thou wonder at this? 
I tell thee, my Son, all theſe are but light 
matters ? Icount them tolerable, that ſo 
I may eſcape Eternal torments, which 
are intolerable. TI can endure to be ſtung 


by Gnats, that fo I may not feel the ſting F. 


of Conſcience, and the gnawing of the 
worm that never .dieth. This heat which 
thou ſo complaineſt of I can ſuffer eaſtly, 
when I think upon the Eternz! fre of Hell, 
which is unſufferable. Theſe troubles,t T 
may ſocall them, are but ſhort, and ſhall 
havean end ; but the torments in Hell are 


wihoutend, Whereupon faid no 
'4 
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Certainly, Olympires, thou art led by the 
ſpirit of wiſdom and truth ; ſo wiſely and 
truly haſt thou anſwered. I would there 
were more of thy mind, thar would think 
thus ſeriouſly upon thele rhings ; then cer- 
tainly there would be more than there are | 
now adays, that would after thy example 


patiently ſuffer and encure all chings. 


= 


CHA F 1b 
The Concluſion of all. 


F7 E:xs#, the moſt Famous for his skilt 
amongſt all the Antienr. Painters 
that we have heard of, was obſerved to be. 
very ſlow. at his work, and to ler no piece 
of his go abroad into the world to be ſeen 
of men,till he had turned it over andover, 
this fide and that fide, again and again, to - 
ke if he could ſpy any faultin it , And be-- 


* ing upon a time asked the reaſon why he 


was ſo curious, why ſo long in drawing his 
lines, and ſo {low inthe uſe of his Pencil, 
he- made this anſwer, I am long a doing 
whatſoever I takein hand, becauſe what I 
Painr, I Paint for Eternity. And thus 
ſtands the caſe with all, we Paint alſo for 
Eternity. Whatſoever we do, it ſo belongs 
unto Eterxity, that a man may truly ſay of 


N-3. It 
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it chius, I write, TI read, I fing, I pray, 
f labor, wiatioerer | do, whatſoever ] 
fy, whatſoever I trunk, all 1s for Etm- 
ty, tow if this be the nature of our 
tiougitts, words and deeds, if tney (hal 
remain jor ail Etirn'ty, we had need have 
a care whar we think, ſpeak or do; it 
COncerns us to lovok about us, to mind our 
buſinels, not to go neghgently and [leepily 
abour cur work, not to let any thing go 
out of our hands rude and imperfeR, but 
to poliſn and perfe& it with all the care, 
SKI, and induſtry that we can uſe. We 
Paint with Zexxis for Eternity, When 
we have done our works.they are preſent- 
iy tranſmitted to Eternity, to be viewed by 
a moſt judicious and all-ſeeing eye, that 
no faulr can eſcape 3 and being viewed 
and cenſured, they are to be committed 
either to be Eternally pumſhed, or Eter- 
nally rewarded. What I have ſaid before, 
I here ſay again, becauſe it cannot be 
faid roo ofren, though I ſhould fav 1t a 
thouſand times ; whatſoever we think, 
ſpeak, or do.,once thought, ſpake, or done, 
It is Eternal, it abideth for ever. 

Will you hear what St. Gregory faith ? 
In all our a&zons we muſt uſe great care 
and circum{petion, we muſt well weigh 
and confider with our ſelves, what 1t 1s 
that wetake in hand, and to what end ri 
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do it, that our minds be not ſet upon any 
thing that 1s Temporal, but upon thoſe 

things winch are Eterna!, Therefore in 
all thy a&ions lavour to be perfe&, . Pray 

for Etnnity, ſtudy for Eternity, ſuffer for 
Eternity, contend for Eternity, laber for 

Eternity. So hive to God, that chou 

mayeſt live with God ; ſo live on Earth, 

that thou mayeſt live in Heaven; ſo 
live for Eternity, that thou mayeſt live to 

Eternity. 

Hear alſo what St. Bernard faith. Our” 
works donot paſs away as ſoon as they are 
done ( as they may ſeem to do ) but as 
Seeds ſown in time they rife up to all Eter- 
niiy, The fooliſh man which hath no- un- 
derſtanding.will wonder to ſee ſuch a plen-- 
tiful increaſe riſe up of ſuch little Seeds, 
be it good or be it- evil, according to the 
nature of the Seed which is ſown. But he 
that is wiſe will ponder theſe things, and - 
countno fin little : For he hath aneye full 
not to that which 1s preſent, but ro that” 
which is to come 3 not to tnat which 1s 
ſown, but ro that which is reaped z notto_. 
that which is done in time, but to that ' 
which remains toall Efernty. 

Oh the dangerous and miſerable mad- 
neſs of the Sons of 44am \ God created ' 
us unto the poſlefiion of infinite and E- 
ternal goods : And why are we carried. 

N. 4 then: 
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then with rhe whole henr of our affe&ions, 
to thote things which are flitring and va- 
rithing ? God mace us heirs of Heaven 
and Ercrnal poſſeſſions : And why do we 
io miſerably intangie our ſelves in our va- 
titics, and run headlong to deſtruRtion ? 
Ler us be wife 1n time, ler us look well to 
our ſteps, ler us make ſpeed on the way of 
Eternity : Let us fo live that we may live 
ro Eternity. The way thither 15s ſhort and 
nirrow, but the term thereof 15 very 
large. 

But O miſerable and fooliſh men that 
wearc ! We fain would obtain Eternal 
life, but weare loath to tread in the way 
that leads tot : We fain would be there; 
but we will not take pains to go thither, 
Every man defjres to be bleſſed. There 
1s no man, ſaith St. Augrſiine, of what 
condition or degree ſoever he be, but 
hath a defireafter that life whichis bleſſed 
for ever. Therefore that life 1s the com- 
mon haven at which all men defire to ar- 
rive ; but all men know not how to ſteer 
their courſe aright. It is a thing which all 
men without controverſie would fain poſ- 
{.6; bur how to compatſs it, what courſe 
to rake, which way to go, thar 1s the 
point they cannot agree upon. We may 
ſeek it long enough upon Earth; and jr15 
a Queition, whether we ſhall ever find 1t 

. or 
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or no. Not that I condemn the-ſeeking of 
it, but the not ſeeking of 1t 1n t>e right 


place. One is of opinion that the Soldiers 


life is moſt bleſſed. But another denies 
that, and ſays, the life of the Husband- 
man is moſt blefled, And again, this an- 
other denies, and ſays, that the Lawyers 
life 15 moſt bleſſed 3; and he gives his rea- 
ſon for it : For the Lawyer 1s worſhipped 
by- the people, and is much ſought unto, 
he 15 ever taking of fees and pleading 
cauſes. C 

And again, this another denies, and 


fayes, the Judges life 1s moſt blefled : For 


he hath power of hearing cauſes and de- 
ciding them, And yet again,another de- 
nies this, and ſays, the Merchants life 1s 
moſt bleſſed : For he ſces divers Countries, 
tearns many faſhions, gathers togerher 


of 


much Wealth. You ſee, dearly beloved, . 
In ſo many ſeveral kinds of lives there is. 


not any one to be found, that will pleaſe 
all, Burt che life bleſſed for ever, that 1s 1t 
which pleaſerh all. 

Blefledneſs therefore is not to be expe- 
Qed here,but 1s to be ſought for elſewhere, 
and never tobe found our, but by a good 
and godly death. Ungodly men them» 
ſelves defireto die the dearh of the Godly, 


burthey will not live the life of the Godly 5 - 
For to die well is the way tofelicity 3 but-: 
N 5. 5e 


4 
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to live well 1s matter of labor ; and ye 
that 1s not to be obtained without this 
Eternity depends upon death, and therej 
no dying well without l11-91ng well. Chuſc 
winch thou wilt, life or death. Tf thay 
liveſt well, thou canſt not but die well; 
and it ſhall ve well with thee for ever ; If 
thou liveſt.not well, thou canſt not hope 
to die well, but it will be 11l with theefor 
ever. 

Not many years ago a man of a good 
Houſe, having more wit in his head, than 
Religion 1n his heart, being asked whathe 
thought of the ſtri& lives of the Religious, 
and the looſe lives of the licentious,which 


he eſteemed beſt, anſwered thus, I could 


wiſh to live like the licentious, but to die 
like the Religious. Some wit there might 
be 1n his anſwer, but I am ſure there was 
little Religion in ir. He had ſpoke like a 
Chriſtian man, if he had faid thus,I defire 
to live the life of the Religious, that my 
end may be like his. Balaam could ay, 


Let me di: the death of tbe righteous, and lt 
my laſt end be libe his, Numb. 23. 10. But. 


he had ſaid a great deal better, if he had 
faid thus, Let me live the life of the righte- 
6:45, that T may die the death of the righteus, 
and that my laſt end may be like his For 
whoſoever liveth the life of the Godly, 
fhall be ſure todie the death of the Go 
ln 
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And whoſoever liveth the life of the un- 
godly, ſhall be ſure ro die the death ofthe 
ungodly : Once he fhall die, but thatonce 
ſhall be always, and that always for ever - 
and ever. | 
A certain Soldier being called in queſti- - 
on by Laniachus a Cenrurion, for ſome 
miſdemeanor or other commitred 1n the 
Camp, earneſtly defired pardon for that 
once, and promiſed never to oftend inthe 
like kind again : Bur the Centurion made - 
him this anſwer, Is bel/o, bane vir, non 
licebit bs peccare 3. Oh Sir, know you thus 
much, there is no offending in Wav twice. 
But in death ( alas! ) there 15s no offend- - 
Ing once; there is no hope of pardon, 
once dead and always dead. He that dies 
once 111, 1s damned for ever. There 1s no 
returning again to life, tro amend what is. 
done amiſs, There is no appealing from-- 
the ſentence of - condemnation, if 1t- be 
once paſſed, As dearth leaves a man, fo 
judgment findeth him ; and as judgment - 
leaves him, ſo Eternity findeth him. . 
It 15 the ſaying of Tphicrates, that it 18a-- 
ſhame for an Emperor at any time to ſay 
with the fool; Non putdram, T did not * 


thinb it ; Burt it is a greater ſhame for a 


Chriſtian man to ſay, Non putaram, T dia : 
n6t think there had been ſuch a difference”. 


between a: chaſte life, and a yoluptuous - 
lfe,. . 
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life, T'did not think that Eternity was to 
follow after this life, 7 did not think that I 
ſhould have died ſo ſuddenly. Alas! 
alas! How ſleepily do:we go about the 
buſineſs of Eternity! Whereas the nature 
of this mortal life of ours is ſuch, that we 
cannot be certain at any time that we ſhall 
live for any time, no not ſo much as for 
one minute, when as we know for certain 
that we muſt depart from. hence, and yet 
are moſt uncertain at what: hour we: ſhall 
depart-; and when that hour ſhall come, 
then alſo we ſhall ſeem. not ſo much-to 
have lived,as to have poſted-unto-deathin 
a moment, Here we are but as ſojourners 
ina ſtrange Land, and not-as Citizens in 
our own Country ; we are but Tenants at 
will, and not Free-holders : Will we, mill 
we, we muſt depart, For here we have 10 
continuing . City, but we ſeek one to come, 
Heb: 13: 14» 

The holy Prophet Baruch asketh this 
queſtion, Where are the Princes of the Hut- 
then become, and ſuch as ruled. the Beaſts. 
pon the Earth, that hoarded up Silver and 


Gold; and made uo end of their getting ?. 


Baruch 3. 16, 17. Do. they retain and 
keep their Kingdoms and their glory ſtill? 
Not ſo; - For thus ſaith the Prophet, att- 
iwering his own queſtion, They are vaniſh- 


*d,. and gone down to the Grave, and othirs 
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are come up in their fteads. They are vani(h= 
ed, faith the Prophet ; For they were but 
ſojourners and no Citizens 3 they are gone, 
and others are come up in their ſteags 3 their 
Houſes are let out to others, and they are 
caſt out themſelves, and gone down to the 
Grave. But if the queſtion be asked again, 
Where are the Princes of Heaven , whoſe 
dwelling is above the ſeventh Sphere , 
where are they? It may be anſwered like- 
wiſe, that They are alſo vaniſhed, and others 
are come up in their fteads; but they are 
tranſlated to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
there toabide for ever, without all fear of 
being diſpoſlefled. | 

Let us Crown our ſeluss with Roſe-buds; 
Wiſd. 2.8. Sing thoſe men of moſt looſe 
and deplorable lives. Why with Roſe- 
buds ? Becauſe the beauty and ſmell of 
them 1s gone in one day, and they are w1- 
thered : And ſuch fading Crowns do beſt 
become thoſe which ſhall ſhortly periſh. 
But as for the Bleſled, it is not fo with 
them, but they are Crowned with Jewels 
and precious Stones, whoſe beauty never 
fadeth. The woman mentioned 1in-the 
Revelation had upon her bead a Crown, not 
of Roſe-buds of the Garden, not of Jew- 
els of the Sea, bur of the Stars of Heaven.. 
As thenthe Heavenly orbs are incorrupti- 
ble, ſolikewiſe they that inhabit them are 
INCOr- 
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life, T did not think that Eternity was to 
follow after this life, 7 did not think that I 
ſhould have died fo ſuddenly. Alas! 
alas ! How ſleepily do:we go about the 
buſineſs of Eternity! Whereas the nature 
of this mortal life of ours is ſuch, that we 
cannot be certain at any time that we ſhall 
hve for any time, no not fo much as for 
one minute, when as we know for certain 
that we muſt depart from.hence, and yet 
are moſt uncertain at what: hour we- ſhall 
depart-; and when that hour ſhall come, 
then alſo we ſhall ſeem. not ſo much-to 
have lived.,as to have poſted-unto deathin 
a moment. Here we are but as ſojourners 
ina ſtrange Land, and not-as Citizens in 
our own Country ;z we are but Tenants at 
will, and not Free-holders : Will we, nil 
we, we muſt depart, For here we have 10 
continuing . City, but we ſeek one to come, 
Heb: 13s 14« | 

The holy Prophet Baruch asketh this 
queſtion, Where are the Princes of the Hea- 
then become, and ſuch as ruled. the Beaſls 
pon the Earth, that hoarded up Silver and 
Gold; and made uo end of their gitting ? 
Baruch 3. 16, 17. Do. they retain and 
keep their Kingdoms and their glory ſtill? 
Not ſo; - For thus faith the Propher, an-: 
iwering his own queſtion, They are vaniſh- 


*«,. and gone down to the Grave, and others. 
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are come up in their fleads. They are vaniſh= 
ed, fairh the Prophet 3 For they were but 
ſojourners and no Citizens 3 they are gone, 
and others are come up in their ſteaas 3 their 
Houſes are lct our to others, and they are 
caſt out themſelves, and gone down tothe 
Grave. Burt if the queſtion be asked again, 
Where are the Princes of Heaven, whoſe 
dwelling is above the ſeventh Sphere , 
where are they? It may be anſwered like- 
wiſe, that They are alſo vaniſhed, and others 
are come up in their fleads; but they are 
tranſlated to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
there toabide for ever, without all fear of 

being diſpoſleſſed. | 
Let us Crown our ſelvgs with Roſe-bud's; 
Wiſd. 2.8. Sing thoſe men of moſt looſe 
and deplorable lives. Why with Roſe- 
buds ? Becauſe the beauty and ſmell of 
them is gone in one day, and they are w1- 
thered : And ſuch fading Crowns do beſt 
become thoſe which ſhall ſhortly periſh. 
But as for the Bleſſed, it 1s not ſo with 
them, but they are Crowned with Jewels 
and precious Stones, whoſe beauty never 
fadech. The woman mentioned 1n-the 
Revelation had upon her head a Crown, not 
of Roſe-buds of the Garden, not of Jew- 
els of the Sea, but of the Stars of Heaven.. 
As thenthe Heavenly orbs are incorrupt- 
ble, ſo likewiſe they that inhabit them are 
INCOr- 
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incorruptible, they are not ſubze& to any 
change, they are immortal. The Righte- 
0:45 live for evermore, Wijd. 5g. 18. All 
worldly things are tranfitory,but heavenly 
rhings are everiaſting. Here are we wea- 
ried with labour, but there ſhall we be 
refreſhed with Eternal reſt. Why do we 
ſeek for reſt before our labour 1s ended ? 


We are yer upon the Srage : Therefore 


. we muſt a& our parts : We have to deal 

with potent Enemies 3 therefore we muſt 
be always prepared to Fight : We are 
{t1] in cur race 3; therefore we muſt 
hold out to the laſt. Let us then fo a& 
our parts, that the Angels may rejoyce to 
be Spettators : Let us fo Fight that we 
may win the Crown ; lecus ſo run,thatwe 
may obrann:  -: 

Well faith St. Gregory, if we well conf1- 
der with our felves what and how great 
things are promiſed unto us in Heaven. all 
things on carth will ſeem vile unto us: 
For whar tongue can ſufficiently exprels, 
or what heart conce1ve,. how great the 


Joys be 1n that City which 1s above? Where: 


we ſhall bear a part in the heavenly uh 
with _ evermore laudingand praiſing 
God ; where we ſhall be in Gods preſence, 


and ſee him face to face ; where we ſhall 
behold lighe incomprehenſible ; where we 


thall have the priviledge of heavenly _ 
an 
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and Citizens,to be for ever incorruptible, 
Methinks I find my mind inflamed and fer 
on Fire, whileſt I am ſpeaking of theſe 
joys, and methinks it ſhould ſeton Fire all 
that hear ir. Merhinks it ſhould ſo work 
upon us all.that even now we ſhould moſt 
earneſtly and ardently defire to be there, 
where we hope to be for ever hereafter. 
But thus much we muſt know, that there 
is no coming there without much labor. 
It 1s not I, but Pay! the Preacher that 
ſaith it, 4 wan is not Crowned, except be 
ſtrive lawfully, 2 Tim. 2. s. Let then the 
greatneſs of the reward encqurage us and 
prick us forward 3. and let not the labor 
and pains, the ſhort labor, and the litile 
pains, hinder us or keep us back. We 
muſt go on, and we muſt go on with per-. 
ſeverance 3 we muſt not ſo much conſider 
the roughneſs of the way, as the bleſſed 
Eternity which 1s the end thereof. And 
this the ſame holy Father declares moſt 
excellently, ſaying, This 1s a ſpecial badg 
and cognizance of the ele, that they 
know how to carry themſelves in the way 
of this preſent life in ſuch manner, that 
by the certainty of hope they are aſſured, 
that they have atraincd unto a great pitch, 
inaſmuch as they ſee all tranſitory things 
far heneath them, and for the love of 
Etirnity trample all ſublunary things -<1 

er 
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der their feet. And this 1s it which the 
Lord ſpeakerh by the mouth of his holy 
Propher, ſaying untoevery ſoul that fol- 
loweth him, I will tift thee up above the high 
places of the Earth, For as for lofles, re- 
proaches, poverty, diſgrace, and ſuch 
like, theſe are, as I may ſo call them, 
the lower places of tne earth, which the 
lovers of this world, asthey walk through 
the plainof the broad way, do not love to 
come near, but keep off as far as 15 poſli- 
ble. Butas for gain and profit, the fawn- 
ing and ilattering of inferiors, abundance 
of riches, hanors, and places of dignity, 
theſe are the high places of the earth; 
which whoſoever is worldly-minded, and” 
hath ſetled his affe&ions on things here be- 
low, he, I ſay, eſteemeth highly ; becauſe 
to him they ſeem great : But-whoſoever1s 
heavenly minded, and hath ſetled his af- 
fe&ions on things above, he, I ſay, e- 
ſteemeth them not ; becauſe ro him: they 
feem what they are, that 1s, vile and baſe, 
For as it is with a man going up an high 
Mountain, . ſtill the higher he goes, the 
lower he ſees the earth beneath him,: So 
it is with him whoſe converſation 1s inHea- 
ven z the higher he mounts from the earth 
with the wings of pious cogirations; the 
farther he flies from the earth with the 


wings of his affe&gions, He knows that ; 
1e. 
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the glory of this world 1s nothing, and 
thaefore his thoughts and affeQions are 
alropether upon another world. This 1sthe 
man that 15 /iſted up above the bigh places of 
the earth, 

You have heard what St. Gregory ſaith 3 
It will not be amiſs in the next place to 
hear likewiſe what St. Augufiine ſaith, 
What 3s that? Iris a Lefon worth our 
learning. That which we mult loſe, faith 
he, one time or other upon neceflity, it is 
wiſdom to diſtribute abroad in time, that 
we may purchaſe thereby the rewaxd of 
Eternity. Moſes lived long m- 
deed, he lived in health 3 but Dent. 
at length he died.  Methuſelah 34. 5e 
lived longer than he 3 bur it fol- Gen. 5, 
lows, And he died. This 1s, Or 27. 
ſhall be every mans Epitaph , | 
Et mortuus eft, And he died. For we mull 
needs die, and are as water ſpilt upon the 
ground, 2 Sam. 14. 14+ Burt. the ſoul 1s 
immortal, ir is Eternal, it ſhall live for 
ever, either in Eternal glory, or elſe in 
Eternal torments. Here our lot is caſt in 
which Eternity we ſhall have part, and 
there is no revoking it. Oh blefled Etere 
my, oh Eternal bleſſedneſs ! How comes 
It to paſs that ſeldom or never we think 
upon thee 3 or if we do at any time, we 
do it but upon the by ? How comes it to 
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paſs, that we do not labor more for thee, 
that we do not ſeek for thce, thar we are 
not folicitous for thee. O Lord Gad, 9- 
pen thou our eyes, that we inay ſee and 
know what Eternity is, 20th that of glory, 
and that other of tormctir, and how jnfi- 
nite hoth ; how blefled the one, and how 


m:ſerable the other. Thou haſt created 


ns unto thee, thou haſt created us unto 
Eternity : For thou art Efer:ity, Thou 
wouldeſt have us be partakers of thy Eter- 
zity ; Lord, let it be according to thy will, 
Thou haſt ſaid it ; Lord, let it be accor1- 
ing to thy word. Thou haſt promitc:; 


Lord, make good thy promiſe 3 M3':z us 


partakers of thy Eternity; Grant tiiat we 
may ſpend the ſhort moment «<:: time 
granted to us here in this life z Grant, we 
beſeech thee, that we may ſpcud it in 
ſuch a Religious and Godly matiner, as 
men that labor for Eternity, contend for 
Eternity, ſuffer for Eternity, To this end 
cauſe thy Miniſters often to call upon us 
ro think ſti]! upon Eternity ; make us call 
one upon anot 

upon Eternity, that ſo hy thy mercy we 
may Reign with thee, O Eternity, and as 
many as it 1s poſſible may be kept from 
periſhing everlaſtingly. Hear this ye Chri- 
ſtians all, hear it ye Pagans, hear it ye 
Kings and Princes, hear 1t ye —_ 
car 


Cn Seas hanged tom 


er in every place to think 
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hear it ye French, hear it ye Engliſh, yea, 
ler all the World hear it. There can be 30 
ſufficiext ſecurity, where there is danger of 


loſing Exermty. 


Oh long, © profound, Oh bottomlets, 
Oh Eternal Eternity | Bleſſed ave they, 0 
Lird, that dvrell in thy Hoſe 5 they (hall be 


flill proiſong thee, Pl. 84. 4 They ſhall 


praie thee throi.-/:out infinite myriads of 

Ages. | 
Moſts heing 1047 wato his death , com- 
mending unrtc *-.:} 3:2 his Prayers is peo- 
ple Iſraz! : ani */iling them, thus took 
his leave of the Tr;>e of Aker, and fad, 
Let Aher be bleſſed with Children 3 let him 
be acceptable ta his Brethren, and let him 
aip his foot in Oyl. Thy (hoes ſhall be Tron 
and braſs; and as thy days, ſo ſhall thy 
ſtrength be, There 3s none like unto the Gol 
of Jeſurun, who rideth upon the Heaven in 
thy help, and fn his excellency on the Shy. 
The Eternal G4 is the refuge, and under- 
nat) arethe everlaſiing arms, Deut. 33. 243 
25, 25, 27, . Thus God ſtretcheth forth 
thearms of his power throughout Heaven 
infinitely : And by his arms allthe World, 
all rime, and all things in the world are 
direfted, guided and governed, So God 
from the beginning, yea. from the Etey- 
ty of his predeſtination, hath carried in 
is breifſt all the Godly, and. doth owe 
them 
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. themdaily and hourly, and as it were em. 
braceti them with hits arms. Alﬀcend 
therefore, O my ful, and have no more 
to do with earth and ciay. Stretch forth 
thy ſelf, and aſcend up unto him that rid- 
erh upon the Heavens 3 aſcend up unto 
thy God, whoſe divelling 1s in the higheſt 
Mountains, thoſe. Mountains of Eterrizy : 
There ſhalt chou fir in ſafery, and behold 
the earth beneath : and fo ſhalt thou plain- 
ly perceive how little and of none eſteem 
all rhinpgs are here bclow, which now 
either ſolicite thee with love, or ter- 
rifte thee with fear; thou ſhalr plainly per- 
ceive what a ſmall thing it 15, wharſoever 
1s contained within the Centre of the world, 
that little Globe or point of earth; thou 
ſhalr plainly perceive how that all things 
created are vain, weak, (hort, vile, yea, 
vanity it ſelf, yea, rather meer nothing in 
' reſpe&t of God and of Eternity, There- 
fore ſeck thou after the only true and f0- 
veraign good.and regard not otherthings 
Truſt in God,rely on him; open-thy heart 
wide to entertain him ; tread under the 
feet of thy affetions whatſoever is under 
the Sun and Moon, whatſoever allureth 
thce with ſmiles, or terrifieth thee with 
frowns, think upon Eternity, and always 


keep in mind that excellent ſaying of 


St, Hitrom?, no labor muſt ſeem hard, 
no 
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no time muſt ſeem long, all the while we 
are ſceking after Eternal glory. 

It1s ceported by St. Hierome, that there 
was upon a time a certain Camel hannted 
by an evil Spirit, which being brought be- 
fore Hillarion, a devout and godly man, 
beganto rage inſuch aſtrange and terrivle 
manner, as if it would preſently have de- 

voured him : Bur the Holy man nothing 
afraid, ſpake thus unto the evil Spirit, 
Do not think to fright me.thou evil Spirit, 
airhough thac thou haſt got a Camel on 
thy back 3 it 15 all one to me whether thou 
comeſt in a Camels skin, or in a Foxes 
ﬆkin : And preſently the fierce Camel feil 
down before him, and became very tame 
and gentle, to the great laughter of all 
thoſe that ſtood by. Such are all flatte- 
ries, fawnings, allurements, 2nd tenta- 
tions of this world ; ſuch are all fears, 
frowns, frights, and terrors. What doſt 
thou hope for 2 What doſt thou fear ? 

Whardoſt thou love ? He that rideth up- 
| en the Heavens is thy helper 3 he ſhall 
embrace thee with his everlaſting arms. 
With thoſe arms of his he is able to fetrer 
all thine Enemies, whether they fawn or 
frown upon thee ; he is able at a beck to 
ſqueeze them in pieces like ſo many flies, 
and break them in pieces like a Potters 
Veſſel. Doth the pleaſure then of luſt, 
or 
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or gluttony.or intemperance ſollicite thee? 
That 1s coching : Be not moved at it, paſs 
It by, regard ir not; think rather upon the 
pleaſures which are Eternal Art thou 
terrified with threats, oppreſfled with ſor- 
rows, paſled by with contempt, afflicted 
with ſickneſs, tired out with poverty ? All 
theſe are a matter of nothing. The more 
violent theſe are, the ſhorter while they 
will laſt : Deſpiſe them, lift up thine eyes 
unto the Hills, from whence cometh my 
help,*look up to Heaven, think upon Eter- 
nity, There ſhall no evil happen wato the juſt, 
Prov. 2. 21s 


Hat. Si jraffus llabatur orbas, 

Carm. Inpavidun ferient ruine. 

lib. 3s 

Od. 3 The juſt man ſhall not be afraid, 
Though Heaven fall upen his htad, 


Therefore the juſt man 1s never ſorrow- 
ful ; no tribulation dorh ever aſſault him, 
But are not the tribulations of the juſt ma» 
ny ? Yea, bur yet they make nothing of 
them. That only they count evil, which 
is Eternal, which ſeparateth a man from 
God,as fin doth, and Eternal death which 
is the wages of ſin. 'ſhe Preacher of the 
Gentiles bids us Look not at things which 
are ſeen, but at the things which are 108 


ſs 
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ſeen. Why ſo? For, faith he, The things 
which are ſeen are temporal, but the things 
which are not ſeen are Eternal. The things 
which are not ſeen. the things which are 
| Eternal, thoſe are the things which are 
oreat indeed, wherher they be good, or 
whether they be evil. | 
But whileſt we look only at the things 
which are feen, and ſeldom or never at 
the things which are not ſeen, what do 
we make ofour ſelves but great and fooliſh 
Boys ? Great, bur yer ioolſh ; at the teſt 
but Boys. It the Ice fall cur of cur hands, 
we preſently fall a crying, and yet that 1s 
ſuch a thing that we cannot hold long : We 
are frighted at ſhadows, and dream of 
great matters 3 we ſpend our ſelves on 
ſuch things as not only ſhall ſhortly paſs 
away for certain, but are already paſſing 
away : For it 1s not ſaid, The figure, or 
the faſhion of this World (hall paſſe away, 
in the Future: 1 Cor, 7. ZI. But, The 
Faſhion of this World paſſctn away, in the 
Preſent, It is paſſing away already. As 
all the goods which we enjoy here are but 
tranſitory, ſo all the evils which we ſuffer 
here are but tranſitory 3 that cannot con- 
tinue long. Thoſe things which are not 
ſeen, and thoſe only have a permanent 
| Natethey know no end,they have no term, 
they are not ſubje& to any change, they 
- we 
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are firm , they are immoveable , they 
are Eternal. I repeat it again, what 
faid a little before, for it deſerves to be 
repeated a thouſand and a thouſand times; 
no labor muſt ſeem hard. no time muſt 
ſeem long; all the while we are ſecking 
after Eternal Glory. 

Symphorianus, a Chriſtian young man 
after that he was almoſt ſcourged to death, 
as he was dragged to Exccution at Aygy- 
flodinnm, met his Mother upon the way; | 
But how ? Not tearing the hair from her 
head, or rendmg her Cloaths, or laying 
open her Breaſts, or making grievous la- 
mentations, as the manner of fooliſh wo- 
men 15 todo : But carrying her ſelf likean 
Heroical and Chriſtian Lady. For ſhe . 
cryed out, and called unto her Son, and 
ſaid, Son, my Son, I ſay, remember life 
Eternal, look up to Heaven, lift up thin 
eyes to him that reigneth there, Life 1s nt 
taken fron thee, but is exchanged for a betttr, 
At which words of his Mother, the young 
man was ſo exceedingly animated,that he 
went willingly to Execution, and chear- 
fully like a ſtout Champion laid down his 
head upon the block, and expoſed his 

throat to the fatal Ax, 

Hear this, O Chriſtians all , and re- 
member your ſelves. This is the caſe of 
every man living ; we are on our way t0 

death; 
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death; we go not ſo faſt, it may be, as 
Symphorianus did 3 but yer we are all go- 
ing, and we have not far to go. The No- 
ble Armiesof Martyrs wh.ch are gone be- 
fore us, they call unto us from Heaven, 
and fay as the Chriſtian and couragious 
| Mother ſaid unto her Son, as he was going 
ro Execution, Remember life Eternal. look 
up to Heaven, and lift up your eyes to him 
that reignith there, Carry thy (ſelf there- 
fore like a Symphorian, whoſoever profet- 
ſeſt thy ſelf ro be a Chriſtian. Po not 
hang back, be not loth to go. withdraw 
_- not thy neck from the Yoke,nor thy ſhoul- 
ders from the Croſs ; he not afraid to fut- 
fer for Chriſt, be not afraid to die for 
Chriſt, be not afraid to eat Fire, or to 
devour the Sword for the name of Chriſt, 
Here ſhew thy ſelf a man, take good cou- 
rage, pull up a good heart, And when 
thou art at any time temptecd, when thou 
art grieved, when thou art made (orrow- 
ful, when thou art vexed, when thou art 
deſpiſed, when thou art made a laughing- 
ſtock, when thou art diſgraced,when rheu 
art ſpoiled of thy Goods, when 1t 1s with 
thee as it was with Job upon the Dunghl31,. 
or, if it can he worſe, then call co mind 
Symphorian, and a thouſand more ſtour 
Chriſtians ſuch as he was, and learn of 
them Chriſtan courage and REY: 

O- anc: 
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and boldly and freely break forth into 
theſe words, and repeat them offen : 
Whatſoever I ſuffer here, is but a Modi- 
cam, it is but ſhort. Farewel then all the 
world, and all the things that are therein : 
And welcome to me, thou art welcome 
ETERNITY. 
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Of Fternity there is 
no 
F1iXIS. 
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